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To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of  Ohio  : 

As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, 
I  herewith  submit  my  fourteenth  annual  report. 

The  following  table  comprises  all  the  printed  proceedings  of 
Templar  Grand  Bodies  noticed  in  the  report,  and  includes  all 
that  have  been  received  by  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Ohio  since  the  closing  of  our  last  report, 
October  1,  1888,  to  October  1,  1889 : 


Alabama . 

Arkansas . 

California . 

Canada  . 

Colorado . 

Connecticut . 

England  . 

Georgia . . . 

Illinois  . 

Indiana . 

Iowa . 

Kansas . 

Kentucky . 

Louisiana . 

Maine  . 

Maryland . 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 

Michigan . 

Minnesota . 

Mississippi . 

Missouri . 


May . 1888 

April . 1889 

April . 1889 

July . 1888 

September . 3  888 

March . 1889 

Dec.,  1888,  May . 1889 

May . 1889 

October . 1888 

April . 1889 

October . 1888 

May . 1888 

May . 1889 

February . 1889 

May . 1889 

November . 1888 

October . 1888 

May . 1889 

June . 1888,  1889 

February . 1889 

May . 1889 
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Nebraska . 

New  Jersey  . . . 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
North  Carolina 
Pennsylvania  . 

Oregon . 

Tennessee . 

Texas . 

Vermont . 

Virginia . 

Washington  . . . 
West  Virginia  . 

Wisconsin . 

Wyoming . 


April . 1889 

May . 1889 

October . 1888 

August . 1888 

May . 1889 

April . 1889 

October . 1888 

May . 1889 

May . 1889 

June . 1889 

November . 1888 


June,  1887,  June...  1888 


May . 1889 

October . 1888 


Jan.  and  March  organization,  and  July,  1888 


ALABAMA— 1 888. 

THE  twenty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  the  City  of  Birmingham,  May  16 
and  17,  1888,  Sir  John  B.  Wilkin,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  short  business 
paper.  He  makes  appropriate  reference  to  the  death  of  the 
venerable  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Knight  Daniel  Sayre. 

He  also  announces  that  Sir  Knight  Jacob  Brown  Roth, 
Grand  Warder,  had  deceased  during  the  year. 

In  his  general  order,  announcing  the  death  of  the  venerable 
Sir  Knight  Daniel  Sayre,  he  says:  “He  ended  his  earthly  war¬ 
fare  full  of  years  and  of  honor,  and  left  behind  him  a  life- 
record  of  goodness  and  truth.”  His  death  is  a  calamity  to  the 
Order.  He  says : 

The  death  of  our  Grand  Recorder  leaves  us  without  a  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence.  I  doubt  not  that  we  have  the  necessary 
talent  in  our  midst  to  supply  this  deficiency,  but  it  has  always  appeared 
to  me  a  useless  expense  to  spend  so  much  money  to  print  this  report, 
which  very  few  people  read,  so  I  did  not  make  an  appointment,  and 
leave  the  matter  with  you  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  see  fit. 

We  can  not  agree  with  the  Grand  Commander  in  his  con¬ 
clusion  that  but  few  people  read  the  reports  on  correspondence. 
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So  far  as  our  experience  and  observation  goes  that  is  the  only 
portion  of  the  proceedings  that  people  do  read. 

He  says  that  the  subordinate  Commancleries  are  in  a  good 
healthy  condition. 

The  proceedings  are  brief  and  mostly  of  a  local  character. 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  conferred  'by  a  Commandery 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day,  and  in  the  evening  the  lines 
were  formed  and  the  Grand  Commandery  was  escorted  to 
church,  where  public  devotional  exercises  were  held,  followed 
by  an  address  by  the  Em.  Grand  Prelate  Sir  Joseph  L.  Tucker. 
The  address  is  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Uniform,  appointed  at  the 
Grand  Conclave  in  1887,  ask  for  further  time,  which  was 
granted. 

The  following  was  adopted  :  “  That  a  committee  of  four  be 

appointed  to  make  all  arrangements  for  a  competitive  street 
and  asylum  drill  to  be  had  at  the  next  Grand  Conclave ;  also 
to  procure  by  subscription  the  prizes  to  be  awarded.” 

The  Grand  Commander  appointed  Sir  George  F.  Moore 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  with  the  request  to 
prepare  for  publication  with  these  proceedings  a  report  for  the 
year  1887.  Sir  Henry  C.  Davidson,  of  Montgomery,  was 
elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Edmund  R.  Hastings,  of 
the  same  place,  was  elected  Grand  Recorder. 

A  grand  reception  and  banquet  was  tendered  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day.  Of  course  it 
wras  accepted. 

Sir  George  F.  Moore  submitted  a  brief  report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  noticing  the  proceedings  of  twenty-three  Tem¬ 
plar  Grand  Bodies. 

Under  Illinois  he  says: 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  Sir  Knight  H.  C.  Ranney.  Ala¬ 
bama  is  courteously  and  fairly  reviewed.  In  his  remarks  on  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  he  says: 
“The  weather  prevented  the  usual  parade,  for  which  the  Lord  be 
praised.”  We  use  the  classic  and  elegant  phrase  and  say,  “  shake  on 
that.”  He  further  says  very  correctly,  “that  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  are  practically  a  closed  book  to  a  majority  of  the 
Knights,  so  he  extracts  therefrom  many  of  the  most  important  pm  is 
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and  puts  them  in  his  report.  We  wish  we  had  space  to  go  and  do  like¬ 
wise,  but  we  belong  to  the  “ briefers”  and  dare  not  do  it.  Not  yet. 

Under  Kansas  we  find  the  following: 

Abdel  Kader  Commandery  was  constituted.  The  Cross  seems  to 
have  captured  the  Crescent,  or  things  are  getting  mixed  since  the  cru¬ 
sades  are  over.  Perhaps  the  “Shriners”  were  heard  from  on  the  subject 
of  a  name.  But  after  all  is  it  any  worse  than  “Apollo?” 

To  which  we  answer,  not  a  hit  worse.  Beelzebub,  Mephis- 
topheles  or  Annanias  would  be  quite  as  appropriate  as  either, 
as  a  name,  for  an  organization  professing  to  be  founded  upon 
the  Christian  religion. 

Under  Maine  he  says : 

How  about  Article  XIII,  Section  2  of  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Ohio?  Or,  are  there  two  legitimate  Grand  Command- 
eries  in  Ohio?  Will  Sir  Knight  Carson  enlighten  us? 

.Bless  your  soul,  yes,  we  will,  or  rather  we  will  try  to  en¬ 
lighten  our  good  brother.  There  is  only  one  legitimate  Grand 
Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  in  Ohio.  Here  we  fully 
recognize  the  old  American  Masonic  law,  that  there  can  be  but 
one  legitimate  governing  body  of  the  same  Masonic  rank  or 
power ,  in  the  same  geographical  territory. 

Under  Massachusetts  we  find  the  following  : 

Looking  into  the  handsome  face  of  Sir  Chapin,  as  shown  in  the  fine 
portrait  accompanying  the  proceedings,  we  can  easily  imagine  him 
saying:  “What  next?  Possibly  to  attend  the  base  ball  game  in  full 
uniform.” 

He  quotes  some  hard  sayings  from  Massachusetts  in  regard 
to  the  ritual.  We  will  save  our  wrath  and  reply  to  the  same 
when  in  the  course  of  our  review  we  reach  Massachusetts. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  a  page  and  a  half  of  courteous  notice. 
Here  is  what  he  has  to  say  on  the  subject  of  fraudulent 
Masonry : 

Our  views  on  that  subject  may  be  put  in  very  few  words.  It  seems 
to  us  that  any  man  has  the  right  to  join  any  society  he  chooses.  But  if 
a  man  is  a  Mason  we  do  not  see  how  he  can  unite  himself  with  an  asso¬ 
ciation  which  falsely  and  fraudulently  pretends  to  be  legitimate 
Masonry.  If  the  “promoters”  of  this  “bogus  Masonry”  would  dis¬ 
claim  all  pretensions  of  Masonic  rights,  no  one  could  object  any  more 
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than  we  can  object  when  a  Mason  joins  any  other  society.  If  a  Knight 
Templar  should  knowingly  “obtain  money  under  false  pretenses”  or 
assist  another  in  doing  so,  would  any  man  say  he  was  not  guilty  of  un- 
masonic  and  unknightly  conduct  ?  And  that  without  reference  to  any 
statute  of  any  Commandery?  And  if  a  Knight  Templar  knowingly 
unites  himself  with  an  organization  of  men  wTho  falsely  and  fraudu¬ 
lently  pretend  to  be  Masons,  and  obtain  money  from  other  Masons  on 
such  representations,  where  is  the  difference?  It  would  take  “optics 
keen  I  ween  ”  to  discover  it. 

Sensible  and  logical. 

In  his  conclusion  he  says  : 

We  have  thus  gone  over,  briefly,  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com- 
manderies  of  many  States;  we  fear  we  have  left  unsaid  much  that  we 
ought  to  have  said,  and  mayhap  have  spoken  that  which  we  ought  to 
have  omitted,  but  we  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  noble  fraternity  of 
Reporters,  and  hope,  in  the  language  of  Jacob  Faithful,  “to  have  better 
luck  next  time.” 

We  salute  Brother  Moore  and  bid  him  welcome  into  the 
fraternity  of  Reporters,  and  sincerely  hopd  that  he  may  have 
more  space  allowed  him  in  future,  that  he  may  be  able  to 
spread  himself,  as  evidently  he  has  the  literary  ability  to  do. 

There  are  thirteen  Commanderies  on  the  role  of  the  Grand 
Commandery.  Seven  of  them  are  marked  on  the  role  as 
“forfeited,”  leaving  only  six  Commanderies  that  are  recognized 
as  in  working  order,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  220. 

In  our  report  last  year  we  made  brief  mention  of  the  death 
of  our  esteemed  Brother  Daniel  Sayre.  He  died  April  7,  1888, 
aged  80  years.  We  compile  the  following  biographical  sketch 
from  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Alabama : 

His  name  first  appears  in  the  proceedings  of  1867,  when  he  was 
appointed  Grand  Sword  Bearer.  The  proceedings  do  not  show  to  what 
Commandery  he  belonged. 

In  1868  he  was  reported  as  a  member  of  Montgomery  Commanderv, 
No.  4. 

In  1868  he  is  reported  as  Sword  Bearer  in  Montgomery  No.  4. 

May  21,  1870,  Edmund  M.  Hastings,  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Alabama,  died,  and  on  May  25th  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  Peleg  Brown,  appointed  Brother  Sayre  to  the  vacancy.  At  the 
annual  conclave  which  followed  a  few  days  thereafter,  he  was  elected 
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to  the  office  of  Grand  Recorder,  and  he  continued  to  fill  the  office  by 
annual  re-elections  from  that  day  to  his  death. 

He  made  his  first  report  on  foreign  correspondence  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  at  the  annual  conclave  in  1872. 

He  wrote  all  the  reports  for  the  next  fourteen  years,  including  1887. 
These  reports  during  the  fifteen  years  filling  484  pages  of  the  printed 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Alabama. 

Brother  Sayre  was  a  pleasing  writer,  with  opinions  on  most 
Masonic  and  Templar  matters,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  express 
them.  We  shall  miss  him,  and  Alabama  will  feel  his  loss 
deeply. 

We  had  many  pleasant  knightly  tilts,  on  paper,  with  our 
departed  old  friend  and  brother ;  but  now — 


The  deep  of  night  is  crept  upon  our  talk, 
And  nature  must  obey  necessity.” 


“  Requiescat  in  pace.” 


ARKANSAS 


THE  seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  the  City  of  Little  Rock,  April  23 
and  24,  Sir  G.  L.  Kimball,  Grand  Commander. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address,  interlarded  with 
general  orders,  reports,  etc.,  fills  eleven  pages.  He  pays  ap¬ 
propriate  memorial  tribute  to  the  dead  of  the  jurisdiction 
during  the  year. 

Referring  to  the  assassination  of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton, 
on  Feb.  1,  1889,  he  pays  the  following  very  appropriate  and 
beautiful  memorial  tribute  to  his  memory : 

Death  is  at  all  times  and  under  every  circumstance  a  ghastly  and 
most  grevious  presence  ;  but  when  he  smites  the  young  we  are  consoled 
with  the  thought  that  the  victim  escapes  the  sorrows  and  the  trials  so 
incident  to  human  life.  When  the  aged  fall,  we  know  that  nature’s 
last  sad  debt  is  paid,  and  the  weary  spirit  is  at  eternal  rest.  But  when 
the  solemn  summons  comes — comes  as  a  voice  in  the  night — to  one  like 
our  deceased  brother,  a  man  rich  in  the  promises  of  well-earned  honors, 
ripe  with  the  grace  and  years  of  mature  and  vigorous  manhood,  in  the 
very  zenith  of  an  eminent  and  enviable  public  career,  in  the  pursuit  of 
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a  laudable  ambition,  and  in  a  season  of  profound  peace  ;  when  at  such 
a  time  and  to  such  a  man,  the  last  dread  summons  comes  swift  as  the 
lightning’s  gleam,  quick  as  the  comet’s  flash,  and  borne  by  the  hand  of 
murder ,  with  no  warning  and  no  cause  for  malice,  well  may  the  human 
heart  stand  still  for  horror  and  the  blood  of  the  slain  cry  aloud  for  jus¬ 
tice. 

Perhaps  the  death  of  no  man  in  Arkansas  ever  invoked  more  wide¬ 
spread  indignation  or  more  profound  sorrow  than  the  death  of  our 
lamented  brother. 

The  manner  of  his  murder  is  too  well  known  to  the  public  to  render 
any  comment  proper,  further  than  to  say  ( the  least  that  can  be  said ) 
that  in  the  future  yet  to  come,  the  cheek  of  every  honest  friend  to  the 
good  name  of  the  good  State  of  Arkansas  will  never  fail  to  mantle  with 
the  blush  of  shame  at  the  mention  or  the  memory  of  the  deed.  As  to 
the  causes  which  inspired  this  fearful  tragedy,  for  the  present  purpose 
it  is  as  idle  to  conjecture  as  it  is  vain  to  regret. 

Neither  doth  it  avail  the  dead  that  nodding  hearse  plumes  shed  their 
sable  shadows  over  the  solemn  pageantry  of  woe,  nor  that  the  tears  of 
anguish  rain  on  the  fresh-turned  sod,  when  the  loved  and  lost  are 
borne  to  the  silent  tomb  ;  for  no  human  grief  however  strong,  nor 
human  love  however  deep  and  true,  can  reanimate  the  still  and  pulse¬ 
less  heart,  or  wake  to  life  “the  dull,  cold  ear  of  death.” 

But  when  all  is  finished,  when  the  book  is  closed  and  the  curtain 
drops  on  a  career  like  this,  for  the  sake  of  the  living  it  is  eminently  fit 
that  we  pause,  that  we  call  a  halt  in  the  busy  hum  and  rush  of  life, 
that  we  renew  the  inquiry  of  inspiration,  “  Oh,  God  !  what  is  man,  that 
thou  art  mindful  of  him?”  And  not  less  meet  and  proper  that  we 
drop  a  tear  on  the  grave  of  our  deceased  brother  and  pay  due  tribute  to 
the  many  manly  virtues  and  noble  attributes  that  characterized  his  life 
and  adorned  his  individuality  with  the  love  and  respect  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

He  fell  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  with  the  laurels  of  many 
honors  yet  fresh  on  his  brow  ;  fell  a  sacrifice  to  unknown  and  unreason¬ 
able  malice,  a  victim  of  human  depravity  and  an  illustration  of  the 
uncertainty  of  all  human  expectation.  Among  the  brethren  of  our 
Order  none  stood  fairer.  They  but  waited  opportunity  to  confer  upon 
him  their  highest  honor.  With  his  personal  friends  he  was  loved,  and 
by  his  family  adored.  Urbane  and  gentle  in  his  manners,  quiet  and 
courteous  in  all  his  social  intercourse,  he  was  still  a  courageous  and 
intrepid  man,  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  administered  every 
trust  reposed  in  his  keeping  with  the  delicate  honesty  of  absolute  integ¬ 
rity.  His  personal  character  was  beyond  the  reach  of  criticism ;  peer 
of  the  peerless,  knightly  as  the  knightliest,  noble  as  the  noblest ;  a  per¬ 
sonal  character  without  spot,  blame  or  blemish. 

But  idle  are  the  words  of  woe  and  vain  the  voice  of  praise.  Our 
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brother  needs  no  eulogy.  He  has  gone  from  among  us  ’tis  true.  He 
sleeps,  and  sleeps  well,  no  doubt.  His  form  will  moulder  in  the  dust  of 
ages,  but  longer  than  sculptured  marble  or  storied  verses  can  stand  the 
test  of  time  will  his  immortal  character  and  deathless  name  be  cher¬ 
ished,  embalmed  and  crystalized  in  the  love  and  memory  of  members 
of  our  noble  Order  yet  unborn. 

He  refused  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  appear  in 
full  uniform  and  act  as  escort  to  the  clergy  of  a  religious 
denomination  upon  the  occasion  of  their  laying  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  a  new  church,  as  he  could  not  satisfy  himself  that 
this  was  a  Masonic  occasion. 

We  think  that  he  was  right  in  his  conclusion. 

He  has  the  following  on  the  subject  of  jurisdiction  as 
between  Commanderies : 

“The  jurisdiction  of  a  Commandery  (except  when  otherwise  spec¬ 
ially  provided )  extends  half  way  to  the  nearest  Commandery  in  the 
same  jurisdiction.” 

That  this  body  has  the  right  to  assign  the  limits  of  its  subordinates, 
there  is  no  question,  and  I  would  recommend  that  concurrent  jurisdic¬ 
tion  be  allowed  in  certain  cases.  I  know  that  the  present  requirement 
is  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  many  who  would  like  to  become 
Knights  Templar.  During  the  past  year  a  considerable  number  of 
worthy  applicants  for  the  Orders  have  been  denied  the  privilege  of  re¬ 
ceiving  them  from  the  fact  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  connect 
themselves  with  the  Commandery  of  their  choice.  The  usual  routes 
of  travel  render  very  many  places  more  convenient  of  access  to  one 
Commandery,  than  to  another  which  is  much  nearer  in  a  direct  line ; 
and,  as  a  rule,  a  person  wishing  to  become  a  member  of  any  organiza¬ 
tion  would  prefer  one  located  at  a  point  in  which  direction  his  business 
lies,  and  where  he  will  meet  his  personal  friends,  though  he  may  have 
to  go  a  greater  distance.  I  believe  that  the  preferences  of  applicants 
under  such  circumstances  might  most  properly  be  indulged.  This 
question  will  probably  be  brought  before  you  for  consideration,  and  I 
trust  will  be  settled  in  a  manner  that  will  result  in  benefit  to  the  Order 
and  injury  to  none. 

A  very  sensible  conclusion. 

He  has  the  following  on  the  subject  of  Ritual: 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  go  into  a  lengthy  disserta¬ 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  ritual.  In  our  jurisdiction  no  protests  against 
its  use  have  come  from  the  subordinates,  and  their  loyalty  to  this  Grand 
Commandery  indicates  no  dissatisfaction  with  the  prevailing  discipline. 
That  the  ritual  is  not  without  errors  and  omissions  is  true,  yet  I  am  led 
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tc  believe  that  after  the  Grand  Encampment  shall  have  corrected  the 
work  by  the  admission  of  some  of  the  beautiful  and  impressive  senten¬ 
ces  heretofore  used,  and  shorn  it  of  the  manifest  imperfections  now 
contained,  a  ritual  will  be  the  result,  against  the  adoption  of  which  few 
would  protest. 

He  does  not  believe  that  nominations  should  ever  be  made 

to 

for  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  or  in 
any  grand  or  subordinate  Commandery. 

We  can  not  agree  with  Sir  Kimball  in  this.  We  have 
always  thought  it  a  very  healthy  arrangement  to  have  nomi¬ 
nations  before  the  balloting  begins,  so  that  all  the  members 
may  be  advised  as  to  who  are  being  voted  for,  and  thus  to 
some  extent  preventing  cliques  or  rings  from  having  matters 
in  their  own  hands  by  secret  combinations. 

He  makes  the  following  acknowledgement,  referring  to  our 
own  Grand  Commandery  : 

I  am  indebted  to  Eminent  Sir  Allen  Andrews,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
for  a  very  courteous  letter  announcing  his  reception  by  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Ohio  as  our  Grand  Representative,  and  entrusted  with  the 
kind  and  friendly  greetings  of  that  body  to  the  Knights  Templars  of 
Arkansas. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  recommend  that  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  be  memorialized  to  so  amend  the  ritual  as  to 
conform  more  nearly  to  the  history  and  tradition  of  the  Order. 

We  hope  that  the  committee  wTill  favor  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  with  a  prepared  ritual,  such  as  they  w^ould  consider  as 
conforming  to  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  Order.  We 
would  like  to  see  such  a  ritual.  It  might  lead  to  something 
of  the  kind  being  done  wuth  the  symbolic  and  chapter  rituals. 
Certainly  there  is  a  good  wide  field  for  an  accomplished  ritual 
committee  to  operate  in. 

Sir  Logan  H.  Roots,  of  Little  Rock,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  James  A.  Henry,  of  the  same  place  was 
re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  occasion  was  enlivened  and  concluded  by  a  grand  ban¬ 
quet,  the  ladies  participating. 

Sixty-two  Templars  were  created  during  the  year.  There 
are  eleven  Commanderies  in  the  State,  with  an  aggregate  mem¬ 
bership  of  388. 
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The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
Alfred  A.  Tufts.  He  notices  briefly  but  most  courteously  the 
proceedings  of  thirty-two  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  filling  thirty- 
seven  pages. 

Under  Alabama,  we  note  the  following:  The  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  in  his  remarks  said  that  “  but  few  people  read  the 
reports  of  foreign  correspondence.”  To  which  Sir  Tufts  re¬ 
plies  as  follows: 

This  view  seems  somewhat  remarkable  to  your  committee,  as  these 
reports  we  consider  the  most  interesting  and  instructive  of  our  entire 
proceedings ;  indeed,  the  specious  plea  that  these  reports  are  not  gener¬ 
ally  read  and  thereby  not  worth  the  money  it  costs  to  print  them,  may 
apply  to  Alabama,  but  not  elsewhere  we  think,  and  certainly  not  to 
Arkansas  at  the  present  time.  In  years  past  we  were  so  unfortunate  in 
having  a  Grand  Commandery  which  entertained  the  idea  that  this 
committee  was  unnecessary,  but  we  are  happy  to  state  that  at  this  time, 
entirely  different  views  are  entertained ;  hence  the  present  committee. 
We  are  glad  to  note,  however,  the  Grand  Commandery  did  not  sustain 
its  chief  officer  in  his  views,  and  that  Sir  George  F.  Moore  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  a  Committee  on  Correspondence,  with  a  request  to  prepare  a 
report  for  the  year  1887. 

Under  Connecticut,  quoting  from  a  decision  by  the  Grand 
Commander  of  that  State  : 

“Can  a  Sir  Knight  of  New  Haven  Commandery,  No.  2,  who  is  a 
member  of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  1,  of  this  jurisdiction  (said  Lodge  being 
under  the  ban  of  the  Grand  Lodge )  attend  the  regular  or  special  con¬ 
clave  of  said  Commandery?”  The  decision  was,  “Not  until  he 
declares  his  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

Sir  Tufts  says  : 

While  we  are  not  prepared  to  question  the  correctness  of  the  above 
decision,  yet  is  there  not  room  for  the  query,  that  while  he  remains  a 
member  of  the  Lodge,  must  he  not  stand  or  fall  by  the  action  of  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  body?  Would  not  a  dimit  from  a  contumacious  body  be 
the  correct  thing  for  a  loyal  member? 

We  agree  with  Sir  Tufts.  AVhen  a  true,  loyal  Templar  finds 
his  Commandery  or  Lodge  in  open  rebellion  and  defiance 
against  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  Order,  he  should  “  come  out 
from  among  the  foul  party.” 

Under  California,  he  quotes  the  remarks  of  the  Gr>nd  Com-  • 
mander  of  that  State  favoring  the  presence  of  ladies  at  the 
social  reunions  and  entertainments.  Sir  Tufts  says : 
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We  heartily  concur  in  these  remarks  as  a  full  justification  of  the 
presence  of  ladies  on  such  occasions.  The  custom  has  been  in  vogue 
in  this  jurisdiction  for  several  years.  We  have  attended  similar  enter¬ 
tainments  when  li  lies  were  present,  and  when  they  were  not;  and 
must  say  we  infinitely  prefer  their  presence  to  their  absence.  The 
presence  of  women  tempers  undue  hilarity,  quickens  wit,  inspires  elo¬ 
quence,  besides  adding  much  to  the  general  enjoyment  of  the  banquet 
hall. 

So  do  we,  too,  heartily  concur.  We  are  not  a  new  convert 
to  the  idea  of  the  harmonizing  and  beneficial  influence  result¬ 
ing  from  having  the  ladies  to  participate  with  ns  upon  all 
festival  occasions. 

Under  Georgia  we  find  the  following  : 

“The  allegiance  we  owe  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  vows 
we  have  taken  to  maintain  and  support  its  statutes,  can  not,  in  my 
opinion,  justify  such  direct  nullification  of  its  laws,  regularly  certified 
to  us  by  its  proper  officers. 

“While  the  work  in  this  jurisdiction  is  shorn  of  some  of  its  beauty 
and  impressiveness  by  the  new  ritual,  the  advantage  of  having  a  uni¬ 
form  ritual  throughout  the  United  States  supersedes,  to  my  idea,  any 
pet  ideas  we  may  entertain  as  to  the  superiority  of  our  old  ritual.” 

Sir  Tufts  says:  “To  all  of  which  we  say  amen.  We  have 
some  ritual  (istic)  kickers  in  our  own  jurisdiction,  but  they 
are  not  numerous.” 

Under  Indiana,  referring  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  had  refused  permission  to  a  Commandery  to  appear  in 
Templar  uniform  on  the  occasion  of  the  unveiling  of  a  soldiers’ 
monument,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  Masonic  occasion, 
he  has  the  following : 

Now,  right  here  we  propose  to  enter  our  protest  to  dispensations 
being  refused  on  any  such  grounds.  We  have  silently  passed  over 
similar  cases  in  the  jurisdicton  preceding  this,  hut  we  are  hound  to 
speak  out  this  time.  W"e  are  aware  of  what  the  law  is,  or  rather  the 
general  construction  placed  upon  it.  W e  fail  to  see  the  wisdom  of  such 
a  course.  If  Commanderies  are  allowed  to  appear  on  any  and  all  occa¬ 
sions  when  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  his  depu¬ 
ties,  have  charge  of  affairs,  and  at  no  other  time,  does  it  not  seem  to 
denote  that  they  occupy  an  inferior  position?  We  hold  that  any 
occasion  on  which  is  present  a  duly  organized  Commandery,  properly 
officered  and  uniformed,  is  a  “Masonic  occasion,”  just  as  the  court  is 
present  wherever  the  sovereign  happens  to  be.  If  it  is  proper  for  Com- 
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manderies  to  be  present  at  the  laying  of  “corner  stones”  of  Government 
buildings,  court-houses  and  school-houses,  we  certainly  think  they 
ought  to  be  permitted  at  the  unveiling  of  soldiers’  monuments  and  the 
decoration  of  soldiers’  graves,  whether  the  Grand  Lodge  is  present  or 
not.  If  the  law  will  not  permit  this,  then  let  us  change  the  law.  We 
are  not  in  favor  of  making  ourselves  common  by  being  oft  gazed  at,  but 
we  do  not  believe  we  should  be  restricted  upon  occasions  that  above  all 
others  appeal  to  the  noblest  impulse  of  our  nature. 

Under  Iowa  we  find  the  following  very  excellent  and  sen¬ 
sible  criticism  on  the  action  of  that  Grand  Commandery  in 
regard  to  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States: 

The  Grand  Commander  devotes  twenty-nine  pages  of  his  address  to 
the  discussion  of  his  dispute  with  the  Grand  Master  about  the  new 
ritual.  It  is  long,  labored  and  exceedingly  thin  in  the  eyes  of  your 
committee.  Why  in  the  world  Iowa  should  ever  have  felt  called  upon 
to  question  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  powers 
of  the  Grand  Master,  and  to  pose  as  the  defender  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  75,000  Christian  Knights,  is  more  than  we  can  imagine. 
We  have  examined  in  vain  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Grand  Emcamp- 
ment,  to  see  if  Iowa  filed  her  protest  when  the  ritual  was  adopted,  but 
find  that  Iowa  was  silent.  Arkansas  was  there,  and  part  of  her  delega¬ 
tion  fought  manfully  until  it  was  done,  and  then  like  loyal  Knights, 
they  yielded  to  the  majority,  and  the  ritual  has  been  in  use  at  every 
Commandery  in  Arkansas  since. 

So  say  we ;  that  is  our  platform  exactly,  and  ive  say  a  most 
sensible  and  loyal  conclusion,  in  which  every  loyal  Mason  and 
Templar  should  join. 

Under  Mississippi  we  find  the  following: 

The  first  committee  appointed  is  on  the  doings  of  Grand  Officers. 
We  suggest  that  they  should  have  gone  for  their  Grand  Commander, 
who  declined  to  promulgate  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  in  regard  to 
Iowa,  and  addressed  a  formal  protest  to  the  M.  E.  Sir.  In  other  words, 
he  allied  Mississippi  to  Iowa — they  shake  hands  over  the  bloody  chasm 
as  it  were. 

Now  we  shall  expect  to  hear  Sir  Frederick  Speed  ventilate 
himself  to  the  extent  of  a  few  folios,  and  we  pity  poor  Sir 
Tufts. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  :  He  says : 

The  Grand  Commander  (whose  good  looking  face  and  unpronounce¬ 
able  name  adorns  the  front  page )  was  obliged  to  have  his  address  read 
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by  another,  by  reason  of  weakness  of  sight ;  yet  he  seems  to  have  had 
“an  eye  to  business”  during  his  term  of  office,  an  eye  to  keenly  note 
any  neglect  of  duty  or  insubordination  among  his  officers,  and  a  firm 
determination  to  work  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  though  in  doing  so  he 
might  be  obliged  to  perform  some  very  painful  duties.  Two  Eminent 
Commanders  were  suspended  during  the  year  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons,  but  we  are  glad  to  see  that  one  has  since  been  reinstated. 

Then  he  adds : 

AVe  note  one  fact  in  connection  with  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master 
regarding  Iowa.  Immediately  after  the  same  was  decreed  by  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Ohio,  the  Grand  Representative  of  Iowa,  near  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio,  resigned  his  office  and  returned  his  com¬ 
mission,  and  the  commission  of  the  Grand  Representative  of  Ohio  near 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  was  revoked.  This  was  carrying  out 
the  order  of  the  Grand  Master  to  the  very  letter,  and  is  in  sharp  con¬ 
trast  with  the  action  of  some  other  jurisdictions. 

Under  Tennessee  we  find  the  following: 

The  weighty  subject  of  the  new  ritual  received  due  consideration. 
The  Committee  on  Ritual  submitted  a  report  embracing  several  resolu¬ 
tions,  the  first  of  which  recognized  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  acknowledging  the  fealty  and  loyalty  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  to  the  same,  which  report  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
and  rising  vote.  Had  they  stopped  here,  all  would  have  been  well,  but 
immediately  thereafter  Sir  Knight  Gwynn,  P.  G.  C.,  introduced  the 
following  resolutions: 

He  then  quotes  the  resolutions  adopted  by  Tennessee  re¬ 
pudiating  the  ritual  as  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment, 
and  recalling  the  copies  that  had  been  sent  out.  Upon  this 
action  Sir  Tufts  has  the  following  : 

Strange  to  say,  the  above  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted.  A 
queer  body  of  men,  truly!  Unanimously  recognizing  the  supreme 
authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  vowing  fealty  and  obedience 
to  its  laws  and  edicts,  and  the  next  moment  unanimously  adopting 
resolutions  that  were  in  open  revolt  against  the  same.  Yet  we  are 
happy  to  state  that  on  sober  second  thought,  the  latter  set  of  resolu¬ 
tions  were  annulled. 

Upon  this  he  has  the  following: 

All  honor  to  the  brave  and  chivalric  Knights  who  were  not  ashamed 
to  acknowledge  their  error  and  atone  for  it  by  instant  obedience.  Some 
writer  aptly  says:  “  AATe  should  never  be  ashamed  to  own  that  we  were 
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in  the  wrong,  as  it  is  simply  saying  that  we  are  wiser  to-day  than  we 
were  yesterday.” 

Under  Wisconsin  he  says:  “For  a  wonder  nothing  was 
said  about  the  new  ritual.  A  slight  rest  is  appreciated.” 

In  his  conclusion  we  find  the  following : 

We  find  the  greatest  diversity  of  opinions  exist  as  to  the  new  ritual. 
With  one  or  two  exceptions  all  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  are  using  the 
same.  A  great  many  dislike  it,  but  do  not  carry  their  objections  to 
such  a  length  as  to  refuse  to  use  it.  Such  a  spirit  of  loyalty  is  always 
to  be  commended,  and  we  trust  that  at  the  next  Triennial  Conclave 
such  corrections  and  amendments  will  be  made  in  the  ritual  as  will 
make  it  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 

Sir  Tufts  has  produced  a  very  interesting  and  readable  re¬ 
port.  Long  may  he  continue  to  favor  us. 


CALIFORNIA— 1889. 

THE  thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Command- 
ery  was  held  in  San  Francisco,  April  18  and  19,  1889,  Sir 
Tristam  Burges,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address,  with  the  general 
orders  and  reports  of  inspectors,  which  are  injected  into  it,  fills 
twenty-seven  pages. 

He  granted  dispensations  for  Commanderies  to  make  “ pil¬ 
grimages  .” 

Brother  Caswell,  why  do  you  not  stop  the  use  of  the  word 
pilgrimages  ? 

He  decided  that  a  Commandery  could  not  entertain  an 
application  for  affiliation  accompanied  by  a  dimit  from  an 
Iowa  Sir  Knight  bearing  date  since  the  edict  of  the  Grand 
Master. 

The  question,  however,  was  submitted  to  the  Grand  Master, 
Sir  Charles  Roome.  He  decided  that  the  force  of  his  edict  did 
not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  Sir  Knight, 
formerly  a  member  of  an  Iowa  Commandery,  as  an  affiliated 
member  of  any  other  Commandery  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  he  having  obtained  a  proper  dimit. 
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Upon  receiving  this  decision,  which  we  think  was  a  correct 
one,  the  Commanderies  were  authorized  to  entertain  the  peti¬ 
tions  for  affiliation. 

He  says  that  although  the  new  ritual  is  not  so  impressive 
as  the  one  formerly  used  in  the  jurisdiction,  yet  he  is  happy  to 
say  that  it  is  now  exclusively  used  by  the  subordinate  Com¬ 
manderies,  showing  their  fealty  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

He  reports  that  he  has  fully  complied  with  the  requirements 
of  the  edict  of  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  in  regard  to 
Iowa. 

He  reports  a  great  number  of  visitations  made  by  himself 
and  other  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  whom  the 
duty  was  assigned. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  shows  the  net  assets 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  be  $22,250.91,  certainly  a  very 
healthy  financial  condition. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

That  each  Commander  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  in  this  State 
be  required  to  open  and  close  his  Commandery  in  accordance  with  the 
drill  and  lecture  adopted  by  this  Grand  Commandery. 

That  in  order  to  be  in  good  standing  as  a  Knight  Templar,  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  be  in  good  standing  as  a  Master  Mason,  and  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  as  such  standing  is  defined  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter  of  this  State. 

These  stringent  rules  were  adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 

The  Committee  on  Amendments  to  the  Ritual,  reported  as 
follows : 

The  members  of  this  Grand  Commandery  are  probably  aware  of  the 

many  adverse  criticisms  and  comments,  both  official  and  unofficial,  that 

have  been  made  upon  the  ritual  as  adopted;  and  while  your  committee 

are  strongly  in  favor  of  a  uniform  ritual,  and  would  favor  all  means 

that  could  bring  about  so  desirable  a  result,  yet  they  must  admit  that 

many  of  the  criticisms  made  are  just;  that  in  many  instances,  to  their 

minds,  the  original  landmarks  and  legends  of  the  Order  have  been 

wrongfully  changed  —  especially  in  regard  to  the  requisite  number  to 

form  a  Council  of  Red  Cross  Knights,  also  a  Commandery  of  Knights 

Templars  —  the  changes  in  the  Banners  and  the  number  of  points  to  the 

Stars  in  both  Orders,  and  the  erroneous  statement  that  Ancient  Craft 

Masonry  and  these  Orders  wTere  formerly  governed  by  the  same  Grand 
•2 
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Masters ;  and  many  other  important  matters  are  either  omitted  or 
changed,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  makes  a  revision  of 
the  ritual,  by  a  competent  authority,  a  necessity. 

Some  of  these  averments  are  quite  startling  to  us,  as  we  pre¬ 
sume  they  will  be  to  some  old  Knight  Templars  in  other 
jurisdictions. 

The  changes  in  the  banner,  for  instance,  “and  the  number 
of  points  to  the  stars,  and  the  erroneous  statement  that  all 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  these  Orders  were  formerly  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  same  Grand  Masters,”  and  yet  that  is  the  way  it 
has  been  thumped  into  our  heads,  to  our  certain  personal 
knowledge,  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

The  “original  landmarks.”  That  distinguished  Templar,  Sir 
W.  B.  Hubbard,  said  there  were  no  landmarks  in  Templary. 
But  in  these  days  we  can  not  tell  where  we  are,  nor  where  we 
may  be.  Poor  Ophelia  says, — 

“  We  know  what  we  are,  but  we  know  not  what  we  may  be.” 

The  sum  of  $3,000  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Grand 
Officers  in  attending  the  Triennial  Conclave  at  Washington 
City. 

Sir  Carnot  Courtlancl  Mason,  of  Chico,  was  elected  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  exper¬ 
ienced  and  some  times  caustic  pen  of  Sir  Thos.  H.  Caswell. 

Under  Alabama,  he  pays  the  following  appropriate  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  Sir  Daniel  Sayre  : 

As  we  read  farther,  our  heart  grows  sad  and  our  eyes  fill  with  tears 
of  regret,  as  the  sad  tidings  break  upon  us  that  the  venerable  Grand 
Recorder  and  long-time  correspondent,  Sir  Daniel  Sayre,  is  no  more. 
No  nobler  Knight  ever  wore  Christian  panoply  or  battled  more  valor- 
ously  for  the  right.  An  able,  genial  and  vigorous  writer  was  Sir  Daniel, 
and  he  was  noted  throughout  the  Templar  world  for  the  dignified  and 
courteous  firmness  and  earnest  sincerity  with  which  he  maintained  his 
ideas  and  convictions  upon  all  subjects  of  Masonic  interest,  from  the 
ground  floor  to  the  asylum.  It  was  not  our  privilege  to  know  this  dis¬ 
tinguished  Templar  personally,  but  our  correspondence  has  extended 
through  so  many  years,  and  has  invariably  been  of  so  kindly  and  fra¬ 
ternal  a  character,  that  we  had  learned  to  regard  him  as  an  old  and 
valued  friend,  and  his  annual  letters  we  have  looked  forward  to  with 
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pleasant  anticipations  sure  to  be  realized.  At  the  ripe  old  age  of  four 
score  years  he  laid  down  the  burden  of  life,  and  the  glories  of  the  Sav¬ 
ior’s  Kingdom  have  been  revealed  to  him. 

“Friend  after  friend  departs, 

Who  hath  not  lost  a  friend? 

There  is  no  union  here  of  hearts, 

That  hath  not  here  an  end.’’ 

We  indorse  every  word  of  this  beautiful  tribute. 

Arkansas  passed  a  resolution  that  every  member  of  a  Com¬ 
mandery,  should  and  ought,  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  Order 
of  Freemasonry  at  large,  to  be  an  affiliated  member  of  a  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 

Commenting  upon  this,  Sir  Caswell  has  the  following : 

It  is  all  very  well  to  pass  resolutions  concerning  that  which  a  man 
ought  to  do,  but  it  is  what  he  must  do  that  brings  the  delinquent  up  to 
the  mark.  However,  in  view  of  the  regulation  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment,  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  petitioner  for  the  Orders  should  be 
a  member  of  either  Lodge  or  Chapter — a  most  unwise  provision  in  our 
opinion — the  Grand  Gommandery  may  have  concluded  that  it  had  no 
right  to  issue  a  mandatory  edict  in  the  premises.  We  think  differently. 
The  regulation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  applies  only  to  petitioners 
for  the  Orders.  These  are  not  members  of  the  Commandery  and  do  not 
become  so  until  they  have  been  regularly  installed  Knights  Templars 
and  have  signed  the  Bv-Laws  of  the  Commanderv  which  receives  them. 

Suppose  this  Commandery  had  a  provision  in  its  By-Laws  requiring 
each  of  its  members  to  be  a  member  of  some  Lodge  and  Chapter,  would 
he  not  be  bound  by  it,  notwithstanding  the  provision  in  the  Code  of 
Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  peti¬ 
tioner  for  the  Orders  to  be  a  member  of  either  Lodge  or  Chapter  ?  He 
is  no  longer  a  “petitioner  for  the  Orders,”  but  a  Knight  Templar  in 
good  standing  and  a  member  of  a  Commandery,  whose  By-Laws  require 
its  members  to  be  affiliates  of  Lodge  and  Chapter.  Thus  the  argument, 
often  put  forward,  that,  to  require  Knights  Templars  to  be  members  of 
Lodge  and  Chapter  is  contrary  to  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  is,  we  think,  controverted. 

Yes;  but,  Sir  Caswell,  if  you  accept  him  into  the  Com¬ 
mandery  when  he  is  not  an  affiliated  Master  Mason  or  Roval 

«/  */ 

Arch  Mason,  should  you  discipline  him  after  having  received 
him?  Wouldn’t  that  come  very  near  obtaining  members 
under  false  pretenses?  It  does  not  strike  us  that  this  would 
be  justice.  However,  California  is  so  much  farther  west  than 
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we  are  that  the  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  are  reflected 
upon  its  banners,  and  they  should  have  the  very  latest 
Masonic  law  and  usage ! 

Under  Dakota,  referring  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  in  granting  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  invade 
the  District  of  Manitoba,  Sir  Caswell  has  the  following : 

We  grieve  to  learn  that  he  granted  a  dispensation,  edict,  firman,  bull, 
or  something  of  that  nature  to  two  of  his  subordinate  Commanderies 
to  “invade”  the  Grand  District  of  Manitoba  after  applying  to  the  Great 
Priory  of  Canada  for  its  gracious  permission.  We  are  not  told  whether 
the  invasion  resulted  in  bloodshed  or  the  shedding  of  wine,  but  as  the 
occasion  of  the  warlike  demonstration  was  the  celebration  of  St.  John’s 
Day,  we  presume  the  strength  of  wine  and  the  flow  thereof  was  the 
greatest.  We  thought  we  had  pretty  nearly  laughed  down  this  redicu- 
lous  invasion  business  and  driven  it  across  the  line  of  our  dominions ,  but 
it  “  bobs  up  serenely  ”  once  in  a  while,  only  to  call  forth  fresh  shafts  of 
ridicule,  and  we  are  bound  to  shoot  it  whenever  it  appears.  Let  us  not 
continue  to  make  ourselves  rediculous  and  render  our  Order  a  laughing¬ 
stock  in  the  eyes  of  the  profane. 

He  devotes  a  great  deal  of  space  to  the  controversy  between 
the  National  Great  Priory  of  England  and  Wales  and  depend¬ 
encies,  and  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada,  taking 
sides  most  decidedly  with  the  latter. 

We  will  not  discuss  the  subject  now  with  Sir  Caswell;  never¬ 
theless  we  are  fixed  in  our  views  upon  the  question,  perhaps 
as  stubbornly  as  our  California  brother  is  in  his.  We  are 
willing,  however,  to  accept  what  the  venerable  Sir  McLeod 
Moore,  Grand  Master  of  the  Templars  of  Canada  said  in  his 
Allocution  on  this  subject  in  1888,  which  we  will  reproduce 
under  Canada. 

Sir  Moore  admits  that  it  was  an  error,  that  he  granted  the 
warrant  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts,  and  he  thought 
the  Sovereign  Priory  of  Canada  would  see  the  justice  of  revok¬ 
ing  the  mistake!  We  can  present  no  stronger  argument  than 
this  to  show  that  Canada  was  wrong  in  this  matter. 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  Sir  Caswell’s  review, 
under  Illinois.  It  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  ritualaphobia  with 
which  Sir  Caswell  appears  to  be  afflicted.  Sir  Panney,  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  referring  to  the  action  of  Iowa,  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
criticism,  says  :  “  What  are  they  among  so  many?  ” 
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Upon  this  Sir  Caswell  makes  the  following  red-hot  com¬ 
ment  : 

We  will  tell  you,  Frater  Ranney,  what  they  are.  They  are  a  part  of 
the  great  majority  of  Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States,  who  look 
with  contempt  upon  the  stuff,  by  courtesy  called  a  ritual,  which  a  small 
minority  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  trying  to  force  down  their 
throats.  Many  of  the  Grand  Commanderies,  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
have  swallowed  the  dose  ;  but  a  day  of  reckoning  will  come,  and  those 
who  have  taken  the  nauseous  prescription  will  spew  it  out  of  their 
mouths.  You  say  you  are  proud  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in 
depriving  some  6,000  true  and  loyal  Knights  Templars  of  their  rights 
and  privileges  in  the  Order  without  a  hearing  and  without  warrant  of 
law.  If  so,  you  are  proud  of  an  act  which  is  a  disgrace  to  American 
Templarism,  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  arbitrary  power,  having 
no  foundation  in  law  or  precedent.  The  great  Templar  heart  of 
America  beats  in  sympathy  with  Iowa,  and  will  see  that  justice  is  done 
though  the  heavens  fall.  Free  America  will  not  tolerate  autocrats,  nor 
her  citizens  submit  to  the  tyrannical  acts  of  any  ruler  unsupported  by 
law,  be  he  whom  it  may. 

When  the  Grand  Master  or  the  Grand  Encampment  attempts  to 
force  upon  the  great  body  of  Templars  an  objectionable  ritual,  and 
assumes  the  power  to  declare  the  Knights  of  an  entire  jurisdiction  in 
contempt  and  rebellion,  because  their  officers  refuse  to  submit  to  the 
infliction,  the  Grand  Encampment  may  write  upon  its  banners,  functus 
ojjficis,  sic  semper  tyrannis ;  or  Mene,  Mene ,  Tekel,  Upharsin.  A  ton  of 
dynamite  would  not  more  thoroughly  demolish  it  than  such  an  act. 

We  call  this  in  the  very  highest  style  of  cut  and  carve 
criticism. 

Under  Indiana  we  find  the  following : 

11  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander’s 
Address  as  refers  to  the  correspondence  between  himself  and  Right 
Eminent  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  concerning  the  word  ‘Apostle’  as  applied  to 
Judas  Iscariot,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee.” 

This  committee  was  appointed,  hut  we  search  the  proceedings  in 
vain  for  its  report.  That  Judas  Iscariot  was  one  of  the  twelve  Apostles 
of  Jesus,  we  presume  no  one  will  deny ;  but  as  he  proved  a  traitor  and 
betrayed  his  Lord  and  Master,  to  refer  to  him  as  the  Apostle  Judas,  we 
think,  is  “just  too  awfully  awful.” 

Right  here  we  would  like  to  ask  our  esteemed  Brother  Cas¬ 
well  wrhether  he  was  in  Chicago  in  1880,  and  if  he  was,  if  he 
ATTENDED  the  Triennial  Conclave?  And  if  he  did,  does 
he  not  remember  that  this  phraseology  about  Judas,  or  “Judas 
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Iscariot,  or  Judas  the  Apostle,”  was  discussed  by  the  big  guns 
present  upon  that  occasion,  and  the  very  words  now  in  the 
ritual  and  which  are  so  irritating  to  the  hypercritical,  were 
formally  adopted  at  that  time.  And  if  Sir  Caswell  was  there 
and  WAS  PRESENT  (not  out  doing  the  town),  he  will  also 
remember  that  “Right  Eminent  Sir”  E.  T.  Carson,  although 
present  —  as  he  always  is  when  he  attends  a  Masonic  Grand 
Body  of  which  he  is  a  member  —  when  this  subject  was  dis¬ 
cussed,  yet  he  took  no  part  whatever  in  it.  The  lamented 
Bower,  about  whom  Iowa  has  so  much  to  say,  did  take  active 
part  in  the  discussion. 

We  want  to  announce  here,  in  the  early  part  of  our  report 
under  the  letter  C,  in  its  alphabetical  arrangement,  once  for  all, 
that  we  were  not ,  that  we  are  not  in  any  degree  responsible  for 
the  particular  phraseology  that  is  objected  to  by  some. 
Whether  the  language  is  right  or  wrong,  we  did  not  pretend  to 
decide,  and  we  do  not  pretend  to  decide.  Therefore  we  are 
entitled  to  neither  credit  nor  criticism  for  it ! 

Will  Brother  Caswell  please  bear  this  in  mind  and  hereafter 
do  us  justice? 

On  the  subject  of  suspension  without  trial  he  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  which  we  fully  indorse,  as  we  have  heretofore  expressed 
ourselves  upon  numerous  occasions : 

But  let  us  look  at  this  so-called  suspension  without  trial  a  little  more 
closely  and  endeavor  to  discover  where  injustice,  if  any,  is  done  to  the 
delinquent.  Our  laws  require  that  a  member  who  is  more  than  six 
months  in  arrears  for  dues  shall  be  notified  by  the  Recorder  of  his 
delinquency,  and  that  if  he  does  not  pay,  or  appear  and  show  cause  for 
his  inability  to  do  so  at  the  next  stated  meeting,  he  will  be  suspended 
for  non-payment  of  dues. 

In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  frater  who  is  really  unable  to  pay  will 
appear  and  say  so,  when  further  time  is  given  him,  or  his  dues  are 
remitted.  We  have  never  yet  known  an  instance  where  a  worthy 
brother  who  acknowledged  his  inability  to  pay  his  dues,  was  suspended 
by  Lodge,  Chapter  or  Commandery.  It  is  only  the  bird  that  can  sing 
and  won’t  sing  that  we  are  after,  and  we  are  after  him  with  very  warm 
applications  all  the  time.  But  we  digress. 

The  delinquent  has  one  month’s  notice  to  appear  and  show  cause. 
If  he  fails  to  appear,  he  only  aggravates  his  offense  by  committing  a 
contempt  of  court.  He  has  had  fair  and  timely  warning ;  the  Record¬ 
er’s  books  furnish  incontrovertible  testimony  against  him,  he  has  full 
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knowledge  of  the  penalty  of  his  offense,  vet  he  does  not  appear  or 
submit  any  testimony  in  his  defense.  What  is  the  Commandery  to  do? 
Its  action  virtually  amounts  to  a  trial  ex  parte.  He  is  given  notice  of 
his  delinquency ;  that  is  the  charge  against  him.  He  is  notified  to 
appear  at  a  certain  time  and  place  to  answer.  He  does  not  appear ;  his 
case  goes  by  default,  and  off  goes  his  Masonic  caput.  Where  is  the  in¬ 
justice  in  this? 

All  this  drivel  about  California’s  injustice  and  illegal  action  in  sus¬ 
pending  members  for  non-payment  of  dues  “without  trial  or  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  heard  in  their  defense,”  makes  us  tired.  Give  us  a  rest. 

Iowa  has  twenty-four  pages,  giving  a  full  history  of  the 
trouble  that  has  come  upon  that  State  through  its  own  per¬ 
versity  or  imprudence. 

Here  again  Sir  Caswell  brings  out  his  gattling  gun  of  criti¬ 
cism  and  rattles  away  at  the  Grand  Master,  saying  that  he  has 
assumed  an  autocratic  power  not  vested  in  him  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  its 
statutes  or  edicts. 

He  quotes  the  following,  under  Kentucky,  from  Brother 
Woodruff’s  report :  “  If  the  Grand  Encampment  is  to  have 

another  Committee  on  Ritual,  let  it  be  composed  of  competent 
men  whose  hearts  are  in  the  work,  and  who  prefer  our  valiant 
and  magnanimous  Orders  to  their  chief  joy.”  To  this  Sir  Cas¬ 
well  responds,  “  So  say  we  all  of  us.” 

We  do  not  believe  he  intended  to  say  “so  say  we  all  of  us” 
to  wliat  the  Kentucky  writer  really  meant  to  convey.  There 
is  a  nastiness  between  the  lines  in  the  Kentucky  comment 
that  Sir  Caswell  does  not  understand,  but  we  do,  and  spit  upon 
it!  “Oitr”  and  u  their  f  oh,  scat! 

Here  is  more  of  Brother  Caswell’s  gattling-gun  style  of  criti¬ 
cism,  which  wre  find  under  Maine  : 

California,  Massachusetts  and  several  other  Grand  Commanderies 
express  their  disapprobation  in  much  stronger  terms  than  is  here 
reported,  and  at  the  next  Triennial  it  will  be  found  that  the  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  is  deeper  and  more  general  than  appears  on  the  surface.  If  there 
is  not  some  rattling  of  the  dry  bones  in  the  Grand  Encampment  in  ’89, 
we  shall  be  wonderfully  mistaken.  A  little  overhauling  of  the  machin¬ 
ery  and  oiling  of  the  rusty  journals  will  do  no  harm,  and  we  hope  to 
see  it. 
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To  which  we  respond,  “and  so  do  we;”  and  we  trust  that 
those  people  who  pretend  to  attend  the  Triennials,  get  paid  for 
it,  perhaps,  and  spend  most  of  their  time,  day  and  night,  in 
doing  the  town,  will  give  their  attention  in  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  this  time,  and  not  act  like  a  lot  of  demagogues, 
go  home  among  the  voters  and  clamor  about  legislation  having 
been  done  hy  a  “  small  minority  of  the  Grand  Encampment ,” 
while  they,  perhaps,  were  off  having  a  good  time  at  a  variety 
show,  menagerie,  or  some  other  equally  salubrious  entertain¬ 
ment.  As  a  regular  attendant,  and  worker,  we  are  disgusted 
with  all  such.  If  they  would  go  home  and  keep  still  after 
having  neglected  their  duty,  we  would  not  complain. 

Ve  find  the  following  under  Mississippi : 

“Now,  our  understanding  of  a  dimit  has  always  been  that  it  is  not 
only  a  permit  to  the  holder  to  go,  but  that  it  also  is,  at  least,  a  quasi 
endorsement  of  his  moral  and  Masonic  character.  We  hold,  and  we 
think  the  proposition  incontrovertible,  that  a  Masonic  body  has  no  right 
to  dimit  a  member  that  it  can  not  recommend  as  a  good  man  and  Mason; 
and  that  where  this  can  not  be  done,  the  duty  of  the  Lodge  or  Com- 
mandery  is  to  arraign,  try  and  expel.  Whenever  you  rob  a  dimit  of  its 
recommendatory  character,  you  take  away  more  than  half  its  virtue.” 

Upon  this  Sir  Caswell  makes  the  following  very  sensible 
comment : 

It  is  true  that  a  dimit,  without  recommendation,  is  divested  of  half 
its  virtue ;  but  that  is  the  very  intent  and  purpose  of  the  document. 
It  is  to  act  as  a  gentle  hint  to  other  Commanderies  that  they  would  do 
well  to  enquire  closely  into  the  character  and  antecedents  of  the  holder. 
There  are  men  whose  disagreeabilities  involve  no  moral  turpitude,  and 
yet  they  are  so  constituted  that  they  are  worse  than  a  sore  toe  in  the 
Commandery,  Chapter  or  Lodge  to  which  they  belong.  They  are  like  a 
fly  blister  on  a  man’s  arm ;  a  ceaseless  annoyance  not  to  be  got  rid  of 
except  in  due  course  of  time.  Although  pleased  to  the  last  extent  to 
get  rid  of  such  a  nuisance,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  recommend  for 
membership  in  another  Commandery  one  whom  we  have  so  happily  rid 
ourselves  of,  and  whom  we  would  not  affiliate  again  for  the  price  of  a 
farm  in  the  Sierra  Nevada.  The  document  serves  as  a  gentle  hint,  a 
danger  signal  that  gives  warning  of  breakers  ahead.  A  dimit  means 
simply  a  withdrawal,  a  going  out,  separating  from;  the  word  in  no 
sense  implies  a  recommendation,  and  convenient  custom  alone  has 
married  the  couple  which  we  propose  to  divorce  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances. 
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Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  five  pages.  He  quotes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

“ Question .  What  is  the  status  of  an  Eminent  Commander  who  has 
been  suspended  from  office  by  a  Rt.  Eminent  Grand  Commander,  whose 
action  is  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery  and  ordered  to  be  con¬ 
tinued,  with  further  directions  that  charges  and  specifications  be  pre¬ 
ferred  against  the  Eminent  Sir,  and  that  he  be  legally  tried  thereupon. 
Is  he,  or  is  he  not,  a  Past  Eminent  Commander? 

“ Answer .  The  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  decides  that  until  he  is 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  offenses  with  which  he  stands  charged  his 
status  remains  unimpaired.  He  is,  therefore,  a  Past  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander.” 

Upon  which  he  makes  the  following  comment: 

We  presume  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  will  feel  deeply  chagrined  to 
know  that  we  dissent  from  his  decision,  and  it  is  not  the  first  time  that 
we  have  been  compelled  to  do  so.  If  the  case  is  correctly  stated,  in  our 
opinion  the  decision  is  erroneous.  The  Grand  Master  is  correct  in  his 
statement,  but  wrong  in  his  conclusion.  He  states  that  “until  he  is 
tried  and  convicted  of  the  offenses  with  which  he  stands  charged  his 
status  remains  unimpaired.”  Correct;  but  what  is  his  status ?  To  us  it 
appears  that  he  is  simply  an  Eminent  Commander  under  suspension. 
He  has  not  served  a  term  as  Eminent  Commander,  and  therefore  is  not 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  Past  Commander.  The  M.  E.  Grand  Master  will 
please  take  notice  and  govern  himself  accordingly. 

We  fully  concur.  In  our  opinion  a  man  can  not  be  a  Past 
Eminent  Commander  or  a  Past  Master  without  having  served 
a  regular  term  as  Commander  or  Master,  and  must  have  been 
honorably  retired  from  the  office. 

Referring  to  ourself,  Sir  Caswell  has  the  following :  “  The 

report  on  correspondence  is  as  usual  from  the  practiced  pen  of 
our  esteemed  frater,  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  and  is  full  of  interest 
from  beginning  to  end.  Twenty-nine  Grand  Commanderies 
receive  the  benefit  of  his  criticisms,  which,  in  some  instances, 
are  expressed  with  a  degree  of  warmth  and  candor  truly 
refreshing.” 

Thank  vou,  Sir  Caswell. 

When  we  compare  all  that  we  have  said  in  any  of  our 
reports,  upon  any  subject,  with  that  which  our  distinguished 
brother  from  California  has  written  in  relation  to  the  trouble 
in  Iowa,  and  that  between  Canada  and  England,  the  ritual 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  and  M.  E.  Grand  Master  Roome’s 
action,  there  is  as  marked  a  difference  in  temperature  in  the 
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two  styles  of  criticism  as  there  is  between  the  North  Pole 
and  the  Equator. 

If  some  of  our  criticisms  are  very  warm ,  how  shall  we 
classify  Sir  Caswell’s  essays?  Heat,  that  don’t  begin  to  ex¬ 
press  it ;  fire  and  brimstone  is  better.  The  best  illustration  of 
his  awful  style,  that  occurs  to  us  at  the  present  writing, 
is  a  passage  from  an  old  hook  which  we  used  to  read:  “He 
gave  them  hailstones  for  rain,  and  fire  mingled  with  the  hail, 
and  the  fire  ran  along  upon  the  ground.”  That  is  about 
the  style  in  wrhich  Sir  Caswell  has  dealt  with  all  creeping 
insects  that  have  come  within  his  circuit  this  year.  And  of 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of — what?  Further,  for  the  present, 
deponent  saith  not. 

Under  Tennessee  he  reproduces  the  Conner  rot  on  ritual. 

Under  Georgia  we  find  the  following: 

We  yield  the  palm  to  none  in  loyalty  to  constituted  authority,  yet 
we  must  confess  that  to  swallow  the  dose  the  Grand  Encampment  has 
given  us  in  its  so-called  ritual,  has  sorely  tried  our  powers  of  endurance 
in  that  direction.  The  course  pursued  by  Iowa,  and  the  radical,  and, 
in  our  opinion,  ill-advised  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  premises, 
we  are  not  prepared  to  discuss  at  this  time.  We  may  make  further  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  matter  hereafter.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  however, 
that  in  placing  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  under  the  ban  of  non¬ 
intercourse,  the  Grand  Master  has  sown  the  dragon’s  teeth,  and  from 
one  end  to  the  other  of  this  broad  land,  wherever  an  asylum  of  Knights 
Templars  exists,  the  question  is  anxiously  asked:  “What  will  the 
harvest  be  ?  ”  Nous  verrons. 

Thank  you,  Brother  Caswell,  for  your  mythological  figure. 
If  we  remember  the  story,  it  runs  thus:  Cadmus,  having 
slain  a  dragon,  by  advice  of  Pallas  he  plucked  out  the  mon¬ 
ster’s  teeth  and  planted  them  in  the  ground.  From  these 
sprung  up  a  number  of  armed  men,  who  assaulted  Cadmus 
with  the  intention  of  slaying  him  to  avenge  their  father’s 
death.  Again,  acting  under  direction  of  Pallas,  Cadmus  cast 
a  stone  (of  discord)  among  the  dragon -teeth  warriors,  they 
immediately  quarreled  among  themselves,  turned  their  arms 
upon  each  other,  and  with  such  fatal  result  that  only  five  of 
them  survived  the  bloody  conflict. 

Application :  Grand  Master  Roome  slew  the  dragon  of  rebel¬ 
lion,  Iowa !  Then  from  the  teeth  of  the  monster  sprang  up 
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armed  men  in  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  etc.  The  Grand  Master 
threw  among  them  his  proclamation  and  advice.  This  peace¬ 
ful  appeal  will  be  the  apple  of  discord  to  them.  They  will  fall 
out  and  destroy  each  other,  and  there  will  not  be  five  of  them 
left  together  to  tell  the  story  of  their  dread  disaster.  “  Nous 
verrons .” 


CANADA 


HE  fifth  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory 


Knights  Templars  of  Canada  was  held  in  Toronto,  July 


17,  1888,  Sir  W.  J.  B.  MacLeod  Moore,  Supreme  Grand 
Master,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Master’s  Allocution,  like  all  his  former  pro¬ 
ductions  in  this  line,  is  very  interesting ;  still  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  call  attention  to  some  things  in  it  with  which  we 
do  not  agree.  In  his  opening  he  says : 

Entering  on  this  the  35th  year  of  the  revival  by  me  of  the  Templar 
degrees  in  Canada,  and  fifth  of  the  formation  of  this  Sovereign  Great 
Priory,  I  can  not  but  allude  to  the  important  events  which  have  lately 
taken  place. 

The  action  taken  by  the  Great  Priory  of  England  and  Wales,  declar¬ 
ing  all  intercourse  with  this  Great  Priory  at  an  end,  in  which  even  the 
existence  of  the  Canadian  Body  is  ignored,  with  the  resignation  of  our 
representative,  Frater  Emra  Holmes,  near  the  Great  Priory  of  England, 
in  consequence  of  the  invasion  by  us  of  their  territory  in  the  Colony 
of  Victoria,  South  Australia,  having  been  already  published,  it  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  refer  to  it  further  than  to  explain  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  separation.  Personally,  I  never  regretted  anything 
more  in  my  Masonic  experience  than  the  result  of  this  contention 
between  England  and  Canada. 

The  venerable  Grand  Master,  for  whom  we  have  the  very 
greatest  respect,  both  for  his  integrity  and  his  high  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  exemplification  in  his  life  of  the  grand  characteristics 
of  a  true  Knight  Templar,  proceeds  to  give  an  explanation  in 
regard  to  the  controversy  between  the  S.  G.  Priory  of  Canada 
and  the  Great  Priory  of  England  and  VC  ales. 

We  accept  this  explanation  from  the  venerable  Grand 
Master  as  fully  justifying  the  position  heretofore  taken  by  us 
in  regard  to  this  unfortunate  controversy.  To  the  curious, 
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those  who  wish  to  know  what  our  opinions  were  and  are  upon 
this  subject,  we  beg  to  refer  them  to  our  reports  for  1887  and 
1888. 

To  ME  THE  SEPARATION  IS  MORE  PAINFUL  THAN  I  CAN  EXPRESS,  AS  WELL 
AS  A  SURPRISE  THAT  IT  COULD  EVER  HAVE  TAKEN  PLACE  IN  MY  DAY,  AND 
DEEPLY  DEPLORE  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  GREAT  PRIORY  TO  MAINTAIN 
THEIR  POSITION  IN  THE  COLONY  OF  VICTORIA,  WHEN  IT  WAS  SHOWN  THE 
NON-EXISTENCE  OF  TEMPLAR  PrECEPTORIES  THERE  UNDER  ENGLAND  AROSE 
FROM  THOSE  WHICH  HAD  FORMERLY  EXISTED  BEING  TEMPORARILY  SUS¬ 
PENDED  FOR  NOT  SENDING  RETURNS,  BUT  NOT  ERASED.  TlIIS  GAVE  RISE 
TO  THE  MISTAKE  THAT  THE  GREAT  PRIORY  OF  ENGLAND  HAD  CEASED  TO 
EXERCISE  JURISDICTION  IN  THE  COLONY.  On  THIS  BEING  MADE  KNOWN  TO 
ME,  I  POINTED  OUT  TO  GREAT  PRIORY  THAT  I  WAS  IN  ERROR,  LABOR¬ 
ING  under  a  MISAPPREPIENSION,  in  granting  a  Warrant,  and  was 

FULLY  IMPRESSED  WITH  THE  CONVICTION  THAT  ON  REFLECTION  THEY  WOULD 

see  the  JUSTICE  OF  REVOKING  it,  but  having  myself  originated 
THE  MISTAKE,  ALTHOUGH  UNINTENTIONALLY,  I  DID  NOT  SPECIALLY 
RECOMMEND  its  being  done,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the  good  feel¬ 
ing  OF  THE  MEMBERS  THEMSELVES. 

Further  comment  by  us  is  unnecessary. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  that  the  non-intercourse 
policy  heretofore  adopted  in  regard  to  the  Scottish  Encamp¬ 
ments  of  New  Brunswick,  be  withdrawn,  and  that  they  be 
considered  on  the  same  terms  as  existed  before  the  unfortunate 
misunderstanding  took  place. 

A  wise  and  fraternal  conclusion.  We  hope  that  the  Great 
Priory  will  adopt  it.  We  will  see. 

PI ere  is  something  which  we  commend  to  the  careful  reading 
and  thoughtful  consideration  of  our  American  Knights  Tem¬ 
plars  : 

It  is  the  love  of  public  processions,  frivolity,  and  attempts  to  turn 
the  Order  into  a  mere  military  pageant,  that  has  kept  many  good  men 
from  our  ranks  —  and  why  most  of  the  old  members,  especially  the 
more  cultivated,  become  careless  in  their  attendance,  who  would  other¬ 
wise  be  gathered  under  the  Banners  of  the  Cross,  which  should  only 
be  suspended  above  those  whose  lives  are  at  least  an  effort  to  observe 
the  teachings  inculcated  within  our  portals. 

This  is  precisely  our  own  personal  experience  and  observa¬ 
tion  during  the  forty-three  years  that  we  have  been  a  Knight 
Templar. 

We  are  too  lax  in  enforcing  the  laws,  rules  and  usages  of 
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the  Order,  and  too  much  given,  as  our  venerable  brother  ex¬ 
presses  it,  to  the  frivolities.  He  says  : 

ALL  MASONS  NOT  ELIGIBLE  FOR  THE  TEMPLAR  DEGREES. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  throw  the  Order  open  to  every  Mason  who 
ma}r  apply  for  admission.  Because  a  man  is  a  Mason,  it  does  not  follow 
that  he  has  any  right  to  become  a  Templar.  It  is  but  one  of  the  quali¬ 
fications  ;  and  experience  teaches  us  the  fact,  when  thoroughly  behind 
the  scenes,  that  Masonry,  like  many  other  professions,  is  in  many  re¬ 
spects  very  hollow,  and  that  its  most  noisy  members  do  not  always  live 
the  lives  or  do  the  work  they  are  pledged  to. 

THE  TEMPERANCE  QUESTION. 

The  Masonic  body  in  Canada  have  of  late  warmly  taken  up  the 
Temperance  question,  and  entered  into  a  crusade  against  all  keepers  of 
drinking  taverns,  et  hoc  genus  omne;  but  a  reformation  of  this  kind  must 
he  carefully  and  judiciously  considered  in  as  kindly  a  spirit  as  possible, 
consistent  with  the  circumstances,  and  a  desire  to  elevate  the  Masonic 
society  to  the  place  it  was  always  intended  to  occupy.  I  need  only 
remark  that  the  proprietors  of  drinking  saloons  and  gambling  houses, 
etc.,  etc. —  as  an  avocation  —  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  duties  of 
morality,  and  their  daily  calling  of  a  nature  antagonistic  to  the  sacred 
principles  wTe  profess  to  teach.  We  learn  from  the  laws  of  our  early 
Templar  system,  that  none  should  be  admitted  but  men  of  the  best 
character  and  education,  open,  generous  and  liberal  in  sentiment,  and 
our  precepts  enjoin  us  that  we  should  eschew  all  debasing  employment, 
recreation  and  company ;  therefore,  such  pursuits  by  the  members  of 
the  Templar  body  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  professions  of  a  “Knight 
of  the  Temple,”  and  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  dark  spot  upon  our 
escutcheon.  How  then  can  they  be  considered  as  fit  associates  to  be 
received  into  our  Home  Circle,  referred  to  in  the  circular  letter? 

This  is  very  good  reading  for  some  of  our  Knights  Templars, 
and  we  recommend  it  to  them. 

Here  is  something  which  does  not  agree  with  what  the  ven¬ 
erable  brother  has  heretofore  written  : 

There  is  no  historical  evidence  that  the  Ancient  Templar  Order  was 
a  secret  one ;  the  so-called  secrets  of  those  elected  wTere  little  more  than 
that  when  they  met,  strangers  were  not  admitted,  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  the  prying  eyes  of  the  curious,  but  it  was  not  a  secret  society 
in  any  objectionable  sense;  it  wTas  no  more  secret  than  any  other 
society  which  forbids  the  presence  of  the  public,  and  this  is  all  the 
miscalled  secret  reception  of  the  Ancient  Templar  Order. 

The  leading  tenets  of  our  society  are  no  secrets,  and  by  a  full  and 
open  explanation  of  our  principles  wTe  betray  no  secrets.  The  existence 
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of  secrets  with  us,  consists  in  the  forms  of  a  reception  and  modes  of 
recognition,  together  with  certain  symbolical  emblems,  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  appended  to  them  serving  as  a  universal  language  by  which  to 
distinguish  one  another.  This  applies  equally  to  the  Masonic  body 
generally. 

In  1882  the  venerable  Grand  Master,  in  his  Allocution,  said : 

In  the  Ancient  Templar  Order  there  was  a  “secret  basis,”  in  the 
form  of  a  ritual,  which  was  always  kept  most  sacred,  and  imparted  or 
entrusted  to  a  very  select  few  who  were  believers  in  Revelation,  and 
who  have,  by  their  generations,  transmitted  the  same,  although  but 
little  known  or  understood  at  the  present  day.  The  11  lower  class”  of 
the  Order  never  attained  or  were  admitted  to  the  full  knowledge  of 
these  matters,  and  were  confined  to  the  initiatory  and  perhaps  a  little 
more.  The  basis  of  the  Order  — the  mysteries  of  the  Christian  faith  — 
was  never  intended  to  be  made  public,  or  to  be  used  in  common ; 
hence,  very  few  passed  through  the  first  stage  during  a  life-time. 

The  venerable  Grand  Master  has  the  following : 

• 

A  writer  in  last  year’s  foreign  correspondence,  Templar  Reports,  U. 
S.  A.,  does  not  seem  to  realize  my  assertion  that  encampments  of 
Knights  Templars  and  Knights  of  Malta  having  a  separate  existence, 
in  no  way  connected  with  Masonry,  had  existed  after  the  revival,  as 
“he  had  never  heard  of  them.”  I  would  refer  him  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Provincial  Grand  Conclave  of  Canada  for  July,  1858,  where,  in 
my  address,  will  be  found  allusion  to  the  authority,  as  also  in  my  Allo¬ 
cution  of  1882;  and  I  still  affirm  that  such  was  the  case  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  over  forty  years  ago  in  London,  England. 

We  presume  that  he  refers  to  ourselves.  We  have  referred 
to  the  passages  in  his  Allocutions  in  1858  and  1882.  In  1858 
he  said: 

From  my  inquiries  into  the  history  of  the  Order  and  its  present  po¬ 
sition,  I  find  that  there  still  exist  Orders  of  the  Temple  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  or  Knights  of  Malta,  not  connected  with  the  Masonic  body, 
whose  forms  and  watch  words  are  in  many  instances  different.  Our  ven¬ 
erable  and  esteemed  Grand  Master  belonged  to  one  of  these,  but  since 
the  revival  of  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England  and  Wales, —  say  military 
and  religious  Order  of  Masonic  Knights  Templars,— he  has  scrupu¬ 
lously  confined  his  authority  to  the  Masonic  portion  of  the  Order  which 
rules  under  his  authority  and  command. 

In  1882,  in  a  foot-note  to  his  Allocution,  he  said : 

Towards  the  end  of  the  last  century  there  existed  in  the  British 
Dominion  and  the  United  States,  “encampments,”  as  they  were  called, 
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of  Knights  Templars  as  well  as  Knights  of  Malta,  not  in  any  way  con¬ 
nected  with  or  looked  upon  as  Masonic,  and  of  late  years  independent 
bodies  have  sprung  up  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  calling  them¬ 
selves  “Knights  of  Malta, v  quite  distinct  from  the  recognized  branches. 

There  is  nothing  in  either  of  these  extracts  going  to  show 
that  the  organizations  referred  to,  although  called  Knights 
Templars,  or  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  or  Knights  of 
Malta,  were  in  any  degree  similar,  in  signs  or  ceremonial,  to 
those  now  forming  a  part  of  the  American,  Canadian  and 
English  Templar  systems  of  Masonry,  and  that  is  what  we 
intended  to  express  in  our  remarks  on  this  subject  in  1887. 

We  will  repeat,  that  there  were  no  organizations  known  as 
Knights  Templars,  as  well  as  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  or  Malta,  having  a  separate  existence  in  any  way,  even  in 
a  remote  degree  connected  with  or  like  our  present  Templar 
Masonic  system. 

We  knew,  and  do  know  now,  that  the  Order  of  Knights  of 
Malta  has  been,  and  we  believe  it  is  still  maintained  in  some 
way.  However,  there  is  nothing  Masonic  about  it,  and  that  is 
what  we  referred  to. 

To  be  more  explicit,  suppose  that  one  who  had  received  the 
Orders  of  Knights  Templars,  or  Knights  of  Malta  in  one  of 
these  bodies  not  connected  with  Freemasonry,  had  presented 
himself,  even  in  those  early  days,  to  a  Masonic  Lodge  in 
America,  Canada  or  England,  with  no  better  authentication, 
would  they  have  received  him  as  a  Master  Mason  and  allowed 
him  to  visit  ? 

We  would  answer,’  “No.” 

We  think  that  our  venerable  brother  will  agree  with  us, 
that  if  one  should  now  come  to  him  from  England  or  America 
fully  identified  and  authenticated  as  a  Knight  Templar  in 
good  standing,  and  a  member  of  a  Commandery  in  the  L^nited 
States  or  of  a  Preceptory  in  Canada  or  England,  he  would 
accept  this  as  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  was  a  Master 
Mason. 

\ 

We  repeat  what  we  said  in  1887:  We  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  any  authentic  evidence  that  there  were  any  organiza¬ 
tions  of  Knights  Templars  or  Knights  of  Malta,  with  any 
similarity  of  ceremonial  or  organization  with  that  of  our  pres- 
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ent  Knights  Templars  or  Knights  of  Malta  organization, 
having  a  separate  existence  from  Freemasonry. 

Our  venerable  brother  sa}^s : 

Fault  has  been  found  by  the  advocates  of  military  pageantry  that  we 
do  not  in  our  system  represent  the  military  element  of  the  ancient 
cliivalric  Orders,  quoting  in  favor  of  doing  so  our  name,  “Religious  and 
Military;”  also,  the  old  seal  of  “two  Knights  on  one  horse.”  Every 
one  who  lias  read  the  history  of  the  Orders  represented  in  the  modern 
degrees,  knows  that  they  were  “a  lay  monastic  military  institution,” 
but  this  does  not  apply  to  our  imitation  degrees  in  which  the  religious 
portion,  “belief  in  the  Holy  Catholic  faith”  only,  is  retained,  it  being 
neither  advisable  nor  necessary  to  perpetuate  the  military  character  in 
our  peaceful  society  insisted  upon  by  those  who  look  upon  Templary  as 
a  mere  military  Masonic  dramatic  performance,  for  show  and  amuse¬ 
ment,  the  whole  attraction  seeming  to  consist  in  public  processions, 
with  banners  and  bands  of  music,  etc.,  harmless  in  itself,  but  a  parody, 
a  burlesque  on  the  principles  taught  in  the  Ancient  Religious  Chivalric 
Orders.  (  Vide  my  Allocution  delivered  at  Guelph,  Ont.,  in  July,  1880.) 

The  assumption  of  being  a  military  body,  applied  to  the  Templar 
degree,  is  manifestly  incorrect,  the  causes  which  called  forth  the  enthu¬ 
siastic  military  spirit  of  the  age  when  the  Order  was  founded  having 
long  since  passed  away  forever.  Modern  Templary  is  no  more  a  mili¬ 
tary  organization  than  Symbolic  Masonry  is  operative. 

The  venerable  Grand  Master,  in  his  Allocution  in  1882,  said: 

The  Templar  Order  with  which  we  are  most  familiar,  is  chiefly  of  a 
military  character,  and  shows  but  little  connection  with  the  original 
basis.  In  the  United  States  it  appears  as  the  “Rose  Croix”  and 
“  Kadosh,”  in  other  lands  in  various  forms,  in  all  of  which  there  are 
vestiges  which  can  be  readily  pointed  out  by  the  initiated.  The  “pro¬ 
fession  ”  is  the  same  in  all,  but  by  many  sadly  perverted  from  the 
original,  etc. 

“The  Templar  Orders  are  chiefly  of  a  military  character,” 
so  he  wrote  in  1882,  but  now  the  venerable  Grand  Master  says 
this  is  “  manifestly  incorrect.” 

He  says  “  that  the  ceremony  of  conferring  the  American 
Red  Cross  degree  or  the  essentials,  have  been  occasionally  com¬ 
municated  in  the  Canadian  Preceptories  to  enable  members  to 
visit  Templar  Commanderies  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
wdiere  it  is  the  prerequisite  to  their  Masonic  Templar  degrees.” 

He  informs  us  that  he  had  authority  to  confer  it  from  the 
Supreme  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
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United  States,  the  late  William  B.  Hubbard.  He  reports  that 
he  still  continues  to  authorize  presiding  Preceptors,  by  virtue 
of  their  office,  to  communicate  this  degree. 

He  adds,  however,  “  that  the  Red  Cross  never  obtained  any 
foot-hold  in  Canada,  and  was  seldom  or  never  conferred  as  a 
separate  degree,  as  it  properly  belongs  to  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite 
of  32°,  where  it  is  embodied  as  the  15th,  16th  and  17th  of 
that  Rite.” 

If  our  venerable  brother  had  left  off  17th  he  would  have 
been  nearer  correct. 

Referring  to  the  great  controversy  between  the  Great  Priory 
of  England  and  Wales  and  the  Sovereign  Great  Priory  of 
Canada,  the  latter  body  assuming  that  the  authority  and  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  former  body  is  limited  to  England  and  Wales, 
he  has  the  following : 

A  careful  examination  of  the  Masonic  Templar  statutes  of  England 
in  1864,  shows  that  before  this  period  the  Grand  Conclave  of  England 
only  claimed  “England  and  Wales,”  but  in  that  edition  is  added,  “the 
dependencies,”  showing  by  the  language  that  some  one  had  interpo¬ 
lated  this.  “  On  what  grounds  and  authority  was  this  done  ?  ” 

1864  is  twenty-five  years  ago.  It  is  rather  too  late  to  raise 
the  question  now  that  the  words,  “the  dependencies,”  were 
interpolated.  Why  was  it  not  discovered  before  ? 

Title  to  real  estate  is  acquired  by  twenty-one  years  of  peace¬ 
able,  undisputed  possession.  According  to  our  venerable 
brother’s  showing,  the  Great  Priory  of  England  has  had 
peaceable  possession  of  this  title  for  twenty-five  years,  no  one 
ever  questioning  it  before. 

What  are  the  dependencies  of  England  ?  Is  not  the  Colony 
of  Victoria,  South  Australia,  one  of  them?  We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  an  intrusion  and  violation  of  Masonic 
usage  and  law,  when  the  Great  Priory  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  entered  into  that  already  -  occupied  territory. 

The  proceedings  contain  detailed  and  elaborate  reports  from 
the  various  Grand  Visiting  Officers  and  Provincial  Priors. 

The  Sovereign  Great  Priory  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
the  Supreme  Grand  Master  and  withdrew  the  edict  of  non¬ 
intercourse  with  the  two  encampments  in  the  Province  of  New 

Brunswick,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Scotland. 
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A  very  sensible  and  just  conclusion ;  it  should  have  been 
done  two  years  ago.  The  body  also  recognized  the  Sovereign 
Great  Priory  of  Victoria. 

“  True  it  is,  and  pity  ’tis  ’ tis  true.” 

They  could  not  very  well  help  themselves  after  the  first  mis¬ 
take  had  been  made  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  in  granting 
a  dispensation.  The  Sovereign  Great  Priory  should  have 
receded,  when  he  reported  the  condition  of  affairs  and  that  he 
had  acted  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  facts. 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  in  Canada,  we  find  the  following: 

The  Council  can  not,  however,  coincide  with  the  suggestion  made  by 
the  Provincial  Prior  that  the  increase  of  the  initiation  fee  from  $20  to 
$25,  has  had  a  detrimental  effect.  Cheap  Masonry  has  tended  to  weaken, 
not  only  this,  but  other  organizations,  and  the  cry  that  we  have  too 
many  members  and  not  enough  Masons,  is  justified,  in  that  we  have  so 
many  members  whose  enthusiasm  wanes  before  they  are  twelve  months 
in  the  Order. 

This  is  very  true,  and  may  be  read  with  profit  by  Templars 
in  the  United  States. 

The  election  of  officers  took  place,  and  Sir  Knight  W.  James 
Barry  McLeod  Moore,  of  Prescott,  Province  of  Ontario,  was,  as 
usual  under  their  government,  recognized  as  Supreme  Grand 
Master  of  the  Knights  Templars  of  Canada,  ad  vitim ,  and  Sir 
Daniel  Spry,  of  Barrie,  Ontario,  was  re-elected  Grand  Chan¬ 
cellor. 

The  roll  of  the  Preceptories  and  Priories,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  members,  are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
Henry  Robertson,  filling  ninety-six  pages.  He  notices  most  of 
the  Templar  Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  States. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  eight  pages,  more  perhaps  than  its  share  of 
notice.  He  makes  extended  extracts  from  the  address  of  Sir 
Lyttle,  Grand  Commander.  He  also  makes  copious  extracts 
from  and  comments  upon  our  report.  We  make  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract : 

In  his  other  remarks,  Frater  Carson  is  entirely  mistaken  in  stating 
that  the  Great  Priory  of  England  had  possession  of  the  territory  of 
Australia.  All  the  Templar  bodies  there  had  ceased  to  exist  before  we 
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granted  the  warrant  to  the  Preceptory  at  Melbourne,  and  it  was  after 
we  had  granted  that  warrant  that  some  parties  in  England  paid  up  the 
dues  of  one  of  the  defunct  Preceptories  in  Australia,  and  had  it  reor¬ 
ganized.  Frater  Carson  should  be  sure  of  his  facts  before  he  presumes 
to  criticise. 

Our  action  was  correct  and  proper,  even  according  to  American  j>re- 
cedents,  and  we  have  the  approval  of  a  good  conscience  in  helping  the 
Templars  of  Australia  to  obtain  local  self-government.  To  attempt  to 
bolster  up  the  aggrandizing  and  arbitrary  policy  of  the  Grand  Bodies 
of  England,  ill  befits  any  citizen  of  the  great  Republic,  whose  noble 
sons  sacrificed  everything — even  life  itself — to  secure  that  liberty  which 
some  of  their  degenerate  descendants  are  now  unwilling  should  be 
attained  by  others. 

Sorry  that  we  can  not  agree  with  our  esteemed  brother  of 
Canada.  We  thought,  and  still  think,  that  the  territory  of 
Australia  was  occupied  by  the  Great  Priory  of  England;  their 
calendar  showTs  that. 

Certainly  our  Canadian  brother  will  not  deny  the  fact  that 
they  once  had  possession.  That  fact  admitted,  then  when  did 
they  loose  it?  This  is  a  question  which  we  Would  like  to  have 
our  Canada  brother  answer. 

The  simple  fact  that  the  Preceptories  there  were  under  “sus¬ 
pension,”  did  not  effect  the  title  of  the  Great  Priory  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  jurisdiction  to  the  territory. 

Our  Canadian  brother  says  “  that  all  the  Templar  bodies 
there  had  ceased  to  exist  before,”  etc.  This  is  a  mere  assertion 
— suspension  does  not  annihilate. 

The  calendar  of  the  Great  Priory  of  England  showed  that 
they  were  merely  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  to  the 
Supreme  Body. 

Does  our  Canadian  brother  dispute  the  fact  that,  if  at  any 
time  before  the  dispensation  from  Canada  had  reached  Aus¬ 
tralia,  the  dues  from  the  defaulting  Preceptories  had  reached 
London,  that  these  Preceptories  would  have  been  alive?  A 
Preceptory  is  not  dead  until  it  is  stricken  from  the  roll  of 
the  Sovereign  Body,  therefore  we  can  only  see  it  in  one  way. 
The  Great  Priory  of  England  was  in  possession  of  the  territory 
of  Australia. 

To  the  magniloquent  paragraph  above  quoted  from  our 
Canadian  brother,  we  have  this  to  say  :  We  are  American, 


36 


Foreign  Correspondence. 


born  and  reared  under  the  stars  and  stripes,  haying  the  most 
enthusiastic  love  and  veneration  for  that  flag,  the  symbol  of 
our  country.  We  are  also  of  English  descent,  speaking  that 
language  (so  as  to  be  understood).  We  are  proud  of  that 
descent.  Our  Americanism  does  not  blind  us  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  good  in  England  as  well  as  in  America,  that  all  good 
does  not  belong  to  either. 

We  do  not  believe  in  demagogy  or  political  clap -trap. 
We  recognize  and  revere  the  memories  of  our  American  ances¬ 
tors  who  fought  to  secure  for  us  the  liberties  which  we  now  so 
largely  enjoy.  At  the  same  time  we  have  not  forgotten,  and 
hope  we  never  shall  forget,  that  Magna  Charta  was  wrested 
from  King  John  by  Englishmen,  from  whom  we  are  proud  to 
say  that  we  are  descended,  though  remotely.  And  here  we 
will  add  that  we  have  an  abiding  faith  and  belief  that  the 
English  language  will  be  the  language  of  the  world  at  no  very 
remote  period,  and  that  English  ideas  of  government,  as  modi¬ 
fied  somewhat  by  America,  will  ultimately  rule  the  world. 

We  will  say  here,  once  more  and  for  all,  that  we  did  not  and 
do  not  approve  of  the  methods  adopted  by  Canada  in  so 
hastily  intruding  herself  into  Australia.  She  ought  to  have  had 
more  respect  for  the  parent  government  of  English  Templary. 
“Spread-eagle”  as  we  are,  ive  would  not  have  done  it. 

We  are  sorry  that  we  have  felt  constrained  to  criticise  our 
Canadian  brothers  as  we  have,  but  our  duty  to  the  Order  is 
with  us  paramount  to  all  other  obligations.  We  therefore  trust 
that  our  dear  brothers  in  Canada  will  not  hold  us  individually 
responsible  for  what  we  regard  as  a  sacred  duty  to  the  Order. 

Brother  Robertson,  leave  us  to  the  tender  mercies  of  our 
American  contemporaries,  some  of  whom  will  rave  about  des¬ 
potisms,  etc.  Well,  give  us  despotism,  anything  rather  than 
anarchism  in  Masonry. 

Under  Tennessee,  Sir  Robertson  has  reproduced  the  Conner 
Tennessee  rot  about  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States.  We  are  sorry  that  our  Canadian 
brother  should  have  allowed  his  valuable  and  interesting- 
report  to  be  marred  with  such  stuff. 

Brother  Robertson  makes  a  very  excellent  report,  and  if  he 
had  left  out  that  stuff  from  Tennessee  we  would  have  enjoyed 
it  without  a  single  qualification. 
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COLORADO— 1888. 

THE  thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  Denver,  September  21,  1888,  Sir 
Aaron  Gove,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper  of  six 
pages.  We  make  the  following  extract : 

The  tenor  of  the  arguments  at  Boulder  conclave  was  of  a  character 
that  would  well  be  often  repeated.  When  at  a  banquet  two  hours  are 
devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  essential  elements  of  a  well  spent 
life,  the  necessity  of  so  living  that  the  life  beyond  may  be  foreshadowed 
by  only  good  forebodings ;  when  the  emphatic  declaration  that  the 
religious  character  and  teachings  of  the  Order  constitute  its  greatest 
worth,  is  received  with  hearty  applause,  and  when  the  absence  from 
the  table  of  wine  is  noted  with  such  marked  approval  by  rank  and  file, 
we  may  well  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  true  good  health  of  the 
Order. 

*  v 

He  reports  numerous  visitations  in  that  mountainous  coun¬ 
try.  Here  is  one  mention :  “  I  met  with  ‘  Mount  of  the  Holy 

Cross’  Commandery  on  the  evening  of  May  18th.  The  asylum 
of  this  Commandery  is  the  highest  on  earth  !  ” 

We  wish  the  Grand  Commander  had  given  us  the  altitude 
in  feet,  we  know  that  its  away  up  in  8,000  or  10,000. 

Here  are  his  very  sensible  remarks  about  the  receiving  and 
promulgating  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict  against  Iowa  : 

I  so  understand  my  duties  and  obligations  as  to  receive  and  comply 
with  all  orders  emanating  from  that  source.  Accordingly,  the  edict  of 
the  Grand  Master  was  published  to  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction  as 
authoritative.  It  was  no  part  of  our  business  to  inquire  as  to  the  advis¬ 
ability  or  legality  of  the  Grand  Master’s  action.  The  recourse  of  Tem¬ 
plars,  when  a  real  or  apparent  injustice  is  done,  is  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  which  conveniently  sits  triennially  to  adjust  matters  of 
variance  amongst  the  subordinate  Commanderies. 

The  proceedings  are  “  brief  and  short.” 

A  resolution  was  offered  and  adopted  that  a  Colorado  battal¬ 
ion  be  organized  to  attend  the  Triennial  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  at  Washington. 

The  Committee  on  Uniform  made  a  report  quite  elaborate  in 
detail,  defining  almost  everything  that  a  Colorado  Templar 
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shall  wear  and  some  things  that  he  shall  not  wear.  Among 
the  latter  we  note  the  following:  “The  wearing  of  jewels, 
coats  of  arms,  badges  of  any  kind,  other  than  those  strictly 
Masonic,  is  strictly  prohibited  in  any  public  display  of  the 
Order.” 

There  was  a  proposition  before  the  Grand  Commandery  to 
offer  a  premium  or  “trophy”  to  the  best  drilled  Commandery, 
and  this  is  what  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  the  trophy  now  belonging  to  this  Grand  Commandery 
may  be  competed  for  in  competitive  drill  by  any  two  or  more  Com- 
manderies  of  Colorado,  to  take  place  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  each  year  Said  trophy  to  become  the  property  of 
the  Commandery  winning  three  times. 

The  Grand  Representative  from  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Tennessee  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado,  presented 
"printed  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Tennessee  in  reference  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
ritual,  which  were  filed  with  the  Grand  Recorder. 

We  presume  that  this  was  the  Conner  rot,  all  about  mis¬ 
quoting  the  Holy  Scriptures,  where  “thee”  instead  of  “thou” 
was  some  times  used  with  malice  and  pretense  by  the  ritual 
committee  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
“  Flat  burglary.” 

The  representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  pre¬ 
sented  a  communication  from  that  State,  which  was  allowed 
to  be  read,  as  is  said,  for  information. 

The  following  important  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Commandery  recognizes  as  Masonry  in 
this  State  only  such  organizations  as  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Colorado;  the  Grand  Chapter,  It.  A.  M., 
of  Colorado ;  the  Grand  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  the  Grand  Council  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Albert  Pike  and  Henry  L.  Palmer. 

Now  we  shall  hear  the  heathen  rave;  what  can  a  Knight 
Templar  know  about  Pike  and  Palmer? 

James  PI.  Peabody,  of  Canon  City,  was  elected  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  of  Pueblo,  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
Harper  M.  Orahood.  It  too  is  “  brief  and  short.” 

Ohio  for  1887  has  courteous  notice  in  one  page,  plus  a  few 
lines. 

W e  wish  that  Brother  Orahood  had  a  little  more  space  in 
which  to  give  us  a  display  of  his  literary  tactics,  in  which  we 
take  much  more  pleasure  than  we  do  in  the  “manual  of  the 
Templar,” — eyes  right,  shoulders  square  to  the  front,  toes  out, 
march ! 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Command¬ 
er]  es  and  the  code  of  statutes,  standing  orders  and  the  Colo¬ 
rado  code  relating  to  uniform,  are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 
There  are  fourteen  Commanderies  in  Colorado,  with  an  aggre- 
'  gate  membership  of  786  in  1887. 


CONNECTICUT 


THE  fifty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Corn- 
man  dery  was  held  in  New  London,  March  19,  1889,  Sir 
Charles  B.  Ware,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  quite  a  lengthy 
business  paper. 

W e  quote  the  following  interesting  historical  incident : 

The  place  in  which  we  meet  is  replete  with  early  Masonic  history. 
In  this  city  was  stationed  the  first  encampment  of  Ivnights  Templars 
( now  Washington,  No.  1,)  ever  chartered  in  this  country.  It  was  the 
FIRST  AND  ONLY  encampment  in  the  United  States  that  ever  re¬ 
ceived  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Encampment  of  England,  and  it  was 
here  that  resided  its  first  captain,  who  received  the  order  of  Knight¬ 
hood  in  July,  1796,  (at  Colchester). 

He  pays  appropriate  memorial  tribute  to  the  dead  of  the 
year,  and  gives  extended  account  of  several  visitations,  all  of 
which  were  attended  with  the  regulation  banquets  and  “  sich 


like.” 


We  quote  one  of  them,  his  visitation  to  Washington  Com¬ 
mandery,  upon  an  occasion  when  the  Order  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Pass,  Knights  Hospitaller  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem, 

Palestine,  Rhodes  and  Malta  was  rendered.  He  savs: 

*  «/ 
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The  ceremonial  was  accompanied  with  appropriate  cathedral  music, 
costumes  and  paraphernalia  in  full  accord  with  the  ritual  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  making  the  occasion  one 
of  extraordinary  pageantry  and  display,  and  forming  one  of  the  most 
impressive,  novel  and  appropriate  degrees  in  the  Masonic  system. 

We  like  this,  it  reads  as  though  Connecticut  had  received 
the  true  inspiration  of  that  beautiful  grade. 

Here  is  something  new,  and  it  strikes  us  most  favorably : 

“  ASSOCIATION  OF  PAST  GRAND  COMMANDERS  OF  KNIGFITS  TEMPLARS  OF 

CONNECTICUT.” 

It  was  my  privilege  to  invite  all  Past  Grand  Commanders  of  this 
Grand  Body,  for  a  “  day’s  outing  ”  at  the  club  grounds  of  the  Kitemaug 
Association,  on  July  19th,  at  which  time  an  association  under  the  above 
name  was  formed  with  Sir  P.  St.  M.  Andrews,  as  President,  and  Sir  E. 
C.  Birdsey,  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  purpose  of  this  association  of  meeting  semi-annually  is  to  extend 
fraternal  greetings  and  enjoy  a  season  of  social  intercourse. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  that  in  accordance  with  the 
order  issued  last  year  he  has  engaged  a  parlor  at  the  Ebbitt 
House  in  Washington  as  headquarters  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  during  the  Triennial.  It  is  his  view  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  should  only  control  the  essential  features  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Order,  leaving  details  of  the  work  to  the 
Grand  Commanderies. 

We  wish  that  the  Grand  Commander  had  told  us  where  the 
line  should  be  drawn,  there  is  where  the  trouble  is.  If  such  a 
rule  were  adopted,  what  a  pretty  mess  of  ceremonies  we  would 
have  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

He  reports  that  nearly  all  the  Commanderies  observed  Good 
Friday  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  proceedings  are  brief.  A  special  committee  reported  on 
the  powers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  from  which  we  make 
the  following  extract : 

While  we  believe  it  right  and  proper  for  the  Grand  Encampment  to 
adopt  and  recommend  a  ritual  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  in  the  work  of 
the  Order,  we  question  the  expediency  of  that  body  enforcing  its 
adoption  by  the  several  Grand  Commanderies,  and  believing  that  all 
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Grand  Bodies  are  in  honor  bound  to  preserve  and  uphold  their  inde¬ 
pendent  rights  and  privileges. 

This  was  adopted. 

This  reminds  us  of  a  politician’s  address  to  his  constituents 
down  in  Maine.  He  said  “  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  Maine 
liquor  law,  but  he  was  opposed  to  its  enforcement/’  Splendid 
logic.  “Enforcing  its  (the  rituals)  adoption  by  the  several 
Grand  Commanderies.”  This  is  sheer  nonsense.  There  is  no 
adoption  by  the  Grand  Commanderies  about  it.  When  the 
ritual  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  that  was  the  end  of  the  matter;  of  course  it  is  subject 
to  change  by  the  Grand  Encampment  itself,  not  by  the  Grand 
Commanderies.  It  was  not  for  Connecticut  nor  Ohio  to  adopt. 
The  laws  of  the  United  States  are  above  the  laws  of  the 
wooden  nutmeg  or  buckeye  State.  So  are  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  above  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Command¬ 
eries,  and  so  mote  it  be,  so  say  we. 

Sir  Fred.  A.  Spencer,  of  Waterbury,  was  elected  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  of  Hartford,  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  Templar  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
Sir  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Recorder. 

We  quote  the  following  from  his  introduction : 

They  go  together  —  Freemasonry  and  Templarv  —  hand  in  hand,  the 
one  the  perfect  representation  of  the  old  dispensation,  and  the  other 
the  new  —  as  revealed  to  us  by  Him,  who  was  “the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life.”  Neither  of  the  two  lay  any  claims,  or  make  any  professions 
to  redeem  man  from  his  fallen  condition,  or  to  take  the  place  assigned 
to  the  church,  but  both  do  hold  up  the  same  principles  in  a  moral  sense, 
and  aid  in  holding  mankind  from  falling  into  a  condition  of  infidelity 
and  unbelief.  For  this  reason  there  shall  be  no  friction  between  the 
church  and  any  branch  of  legitimate  Freemasonry.  The  one  is  the 
handmaid  of  the  other,  and  let  all  remember,  that  the  “Infinite  Wis¬ 
dom  ” — the  God  of  Truth  and  Love  — crystalized  and  made  manifest  to 
us  in  “Immanuel,”  has  manifold  methods  and  ways  for  establishing 
his  “Kingdom  on  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven,”  which  will  be  made  clearer 
to  our  vision,  when  mortal  robes  have  been  laid  aside,  when  the  trump 
of  God  shall  sound  at  last  from  the  battlements  of  Heaven,  and  we  are 
gathered  into  the  realm  of  everlasting  peace. 

Under  Canada  we  find  the  following: 
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In  the  absence  of  any  governing  body  of  Templary,  or  subordinate 
bodies  of  the  Order,  we  can  not  see  why  it  could  be  termed  an  invasion 
of  jurisdiction,  or  why  Canada  had  not  just  as  good  a  right  to  establish 
a  Priory  in  Victoria,  as  England  or  any  other  power.  There  is  no  law 
why  England  alone  should  claim  sole  jurisdiction  over  territory  not 
occupied,  and  she  can  only  do  so  by  assumption  of  authority  arrogated 
to  herself. 

Our  opinion  is  that  the  Great  Priory  of  England  has  as 
absolute  control  over  the  territory  of  the  dependencies  of  Eng¬ 
land  as  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  has  over 
the  states  and  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  Wheeler  does  not  approve  of  the  action  of  Grand  Master 
Roome  in  relation  to  Iowa. 

We  quote  the  following  historical  incident  under  Maine : 

We  would  here  add,  as  a  matter  that  should  go  upon  record,  that 
Washington  Commandery,  No.  1,  of  Hartford,  has  a  manuscript  copy  of 
the  Webb  Knight  Templar  ritual,  that  came  through  Sir  Knight  George 
Giddings,  who,  in  his  time,  was  an  accomplished  ritualist,  and  a  student 
of  Webb;  and  on  the  copy  in  possession  of  the  Commandery  is  en¬ 
dorsed  the  fact  that  it  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb. 
This  is  regarded  by  the  Sir  Knights  of  Washington  Commandery  as  a 
valuable  relic,  and  annually,  at  the  election  of  officers,  it  is  formally 
transmitted  from  the  Commander  to  the  one  newly  elected.  It  is  also 
almost  identical  with  the  work  in  use  by  the  Commandery,  and  which 
has  been  in  use  from  time  immemorial.  The  charter,  also,  under  which 
the  Commandery  is  working,  is  the  one  issued  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
the  Commandery  never  having  taken  a  new  charter  from  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Connecticut,  though  recognizing  full  allegiance  to  that 
body. 

Under  Maryland  the  question  was  asked  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  if  a  certain  portion  of  the  new  ritual  was  to  be  obeyed 
literally  ?  He  replied  that,  inasmuch  as  the  ritual  had  been 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  there  was  no  alternative 
hut  to  obey-  literally.  Upon  this  Sir  Wheeler  makes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  criticism  : 

We  wonder  how  it  would  operate,  if  that  portion  of  the  ritual  was  in 
direct  conflict  of  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  —  as  some 
portions  —  and  the  second  question  had  been  propounded,  “are  the 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  be  obeyed  literally  ?  ”  What 
other  answer  could  be  given  than  in  the  first  instance,  and  how  much 
better  prepared  would  the  questioner  be  to  comply  with  the  supreme 
governing  authority  of  Templary? 
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This  is  our  view.  Both  the  constitution  and  the  ritual  are 
made  and  amended  by  the  Grand  Encampment  and  under 
the  same  rule.  Where  one  conflicts  with  the  other,  the  one 
last  adopted  has  precedence,  and  supercedes  the  clause  with 
which  it  may  be  in  conflict.  So,  also,  the  constitution  says 
nine  shall  be  a  quorum;  the  ritual  adopted  afterwards  says 
seven,  we  contend  that  this  supercedes  the  nine.  However, 
the  Grand  Master  decided  differently,  and  that  settled  the 
matter  until  it  is  passed  upon  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Ohio  has  pleasant  notice  in  eight  pages.  He  quotes  what  we 
had  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  new  ritual,  its  preparation 
and  adoption  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  full. 

Under  Wisconsin  he  quotes  what  Sir  Swain  has  to  say  about 
Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict  against  Iowa.  On  which  Sir 
Wheeler  comments  as  follows : 

All  of  which  is  very  sensible.  [We  do  not  think  so.]  What  fools 
men  will  sometimes  be  for  the  sake  of  having  some  one  else  know  that 
they  are  clothed  with  a  bit  of  authority.  Such  things  do  not  work 
good,  just  the  same,  in  this  free  republic  of  America. 

This  reminds  us  of  some  literature  that  we  used  to  read 
about  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1861. 

It  has  ever  been  thus. 


ENGLAND 


THE  National  Great  Priory  of  England  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  London,  December  14,  1888,  Col.  Shadwell  H. 
Clerke  on  the  throne. 

As  a  matter  of  curious  interest,  showing  the  way  they  do 
things  in  England,  we  copy  the  following  from  the  proceedings : 

The  Sub-Marshal  then  announced  that  Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight 
Major  J.  Woodall  Woodall  was  in  attendance,  for  the  purpose  of  per¬ 
forming  homage  on  his  appointment  as  Provincial  Prior  of  North  and 
East  Yorkshire. 

The  Great  Sub-Prior  directed  that  he  should  be  admitted. 

The  Herald  sounded  the  advance  on  bis  trumpet,  and  Very  Eminent 
Sir  Knight  Major  J.  Woodall  Woodall  entered  Great  Priory,  attended 
by  the  Provincial  Sub-Prior,  Eminent  Sir  Knight  T.  B.  Whytehead,  the 
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Provincial  Chancellor,  Eminent  Sir  Knight  S.  Middleton,  and  his  Ban¬ 
ner  Bearer  and  Sword  Bearer,  Eminent  Sir  Knights  Captain  Donald 
Grant  and  Alfred  S.  Kirk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sub-Marshal,  and 
advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  throne ;  the  organ  being  played  by  Sir 
Knight  W.  Ganz. 

The  Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Major  J.  Woodall  Woodall  then  per¬ 
formed  homage  on  his  appointment  as  Provincial  Prior  of  North  and 
East  Yorkshire. 

The  Great  Sub-Prior  said,  “Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight,  on  behalf  of 
the  Great  Prior,  I  receive  and  accept  your  homage,  and  greet  you  well 
as  the  Provincial  Prior  of  North  and  East  Yorkshire.” 

The  Sub-Marshal  proclaimed  Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Major  J. 
Woodall  Woodall  as  Provincial  Prior  of  North  and  East  Yorkshire,  and 
he  was  saluted  with  five.  He  saluted  Great  Priory,  the  Herald  again 
sounded  his  trumpet,  and  he  was  conducted  to  his  Stall  by  the  Sub- 
Marshal,  the  Knights  forming  the  procession  seating  themselves. 

The  Preceptory  at  Singapore,  after  being  in  abeyance  for 
fourteen  years,  was  revived  on  the  25th  of  August,  last.  It 
must  have  been  in  about  the  same  condition  as  were  the 
Preceptories  in  New  Australia  when  Canada  invaded  that 
dependence  of  England. 

We  notice  the  following  —  it  reads  very  like  some  of  onr 
American  incidents : 

The  attention  of  your  Council  having  been  called  to  the  case  of  a 
Preceptory  which  has  been  brought  into  a  position  of  great  financial 
difficulty  owing  to  its  Treasurer  having  failed,  and  the  monies  of  the 
Preceptory  in  his  hands  having  been  consequently  lost,  your  Council 
strongly  urges  on  Preceptories  the  necessity  both  of  annual  audits  of 
accounts,  and  of  their  funds  being  deposited  in  banks  in  the  names 
of  the  respective  Preceptories,  and  not  in  that  of  individuals. 

V ery  excellent  advice,  indeed ;  it  should  be  a  rule  in  all 
Masonic  bodies.  No  officer  should  ever  make  a  deposit  of  the 
funds  belonging  to  the  body  to  his  individual  credit.  They 
should  always  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  organization  to 
which  the  money  belongs.  If  this  rule  had  always  been 
enforced  there  are  scores  of  men  who  have  died  in  disgrace 
who  would  have  met  a  different  fate.  It  would  not  only  be 
duty  to  the  Order  but  a  charity  to  officials  to  have  such  a  rule 
enforced. 

A  centenary  warrant  was  granted  to  Jerusalem  Preceptory 
which  met  in  Manchester.  The  body  having  'established  the 
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fact  that  it  had  had  a  continuous  existence  of  over  one 
hundred  years. 

A  Priory  of  the  Order  of  Malta  was  opened  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  the  new  temple  Preceptory,  and  six  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  received  the  Mediterranean  Pass  and 
were  admitted  into  the  Order  of  Malta. 

The  spring  meeting  of  the  National  Great  Priory  was  held 
in  London,  May  10,  1889,  Col.  Shadwell  H.  Clerke  on  the 
throne. 

They  had  a  provision  in  their  constitution  that  candidates 
for  installation  as  Templars  should  have  been  Master  Masons 
for  at  least  two  years.  It  was  claimed  that  this  rule  had  im¬ 
peded  the  progress  and  growth  of  the  Order.  Farther,  that 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Masonic  degrees 
worked  in  England ,  and  in  the  influence  of  others,  the  Order 
of  the  Temple  had,  therefore,  now  to  contend  with  more  coin¬ 
petition  than  formerly,  and  with  the  present  qualifications  for 
candidates,  expenses  of  clothing ,  etc.,  it  was  unduly  handicapped. 
The  rule  was  repealed  by  a  vote  of  78  to  8. 

We  find  the  following  which,  we  think,  possesses  general 
historical  interest : 

The  attention  of  your  Council  having  been  drawn  to  a  Charter  of 
Institution  and  Protection,  in  the  archives  of  the  Order,  dated  the  11th 
day  of  March,  1805,  granted  by  his  Royal  Highness  Edward  Duke  of 
Kent  and  Strathearn,  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  and  Commander  of 
the  Royal  Order  of  Knights  Templars  of  Jerusalem,  to  certain  members 
of  the  Order  therein  named,  instituting  and  erecting  them  and  their 
successors  in  office  to  form  and  be  the  Grand  and  Royal  Conclave  of 
Knights  Templars  of  Jerusalem;  your  Council,  considering  the  interest 
and  importance  attaching  thereto,  begs  to  suggest  that  the  charter  be 
printed  in  the  calendar  for  1889-90,  for  the  information  of  the  members 
of  the  Order,  as  also  to  preserve  a  lasting  record  of  a  document  liable 
to  injury  or  destruction  by  fire,  or  other  accident. 

The  Council  ordered  this  rare  historic  document  to  be 
printed  with  its  proceedings.  We  reproduce  it : 
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3nittum  Sapierttoe  Ctmor  Domini. 

THE  MOST  ENLIGHTENED  EAST. 

A  PLACE  full  of  LIGHT  where  Reigneth  Silence  and  Peace 
but  the  Darkness  comprehendeth  it  not. 

tLo  all  the  Enlightened  Entered  Past  Raised  Exalted 
and  Installed  and  to  all  others  whom  it  may  concern 
under  the  Canopy  of  Heaven,  Health  Peace  and 
Fraternal  Union. 

I X)e  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  EDWARD 
DUKE  OF  KENT  AND  STRATHAERN 
Earl  of  Dublin  Knight  of  the  Most  Noble 
Order  of  the  Garter  and  of  the  Most  Illus¬ 
trious  Order  of  St  Patrick  General  of  His 
Majesty’s  Forces  Colonel  of  His  First  or  the 
Royal  Regiment  of  Foot  Governor  of  Gibraltar 
&c  &c  and  also  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master 
and  Commander  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Knights 
Templers  of  Jerusalem  SEND  GREETING 

XD^ereas  we  have  it  Principally  at  Heart  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
Promote  the  Honor  Dignity  preservation  and  Welfare  of  the  ROYAL 
CRAFT  in  General  as  well  as  of  every  Worthy  Brother  in  particular 
and  also  to  extend  the  benefits  arising  therefrom  to  every  Created 
Being  according  to  the  Original  design  of  this  Heavenly  Institution 
first  planned  and  founded  in  Ethicks  and  including  in  its  Grand 
Scheme  every  Art  Science  and  Mystery  that  the  Mind  of  Man  in 
this  Sublunary  State  is  capable  of  Comprehending  Ctnb  tnfyereas 
we  have  duly  been  installed  into  the  Order  of  Knights  Templars  of 
Jerusalem  have  found  our  Dearly  beloved  and  Most  Excellent 
Knights  Companions  JAMES  HIGGINS  M.D.,  ROBERT  GILL, 
EVAN  LLOYD,  WILLIAM  DAVIS,  JAMES  MURRAY, 
JOHN  GILBERT  and  JOHN  SAFFELL  and  the  rest  of  our 
Excellent  Companions  of  the  respectable  Encampment  held  at 
Queens  Arms  Tavern  in  Newgate  Street  in  the  City  of  London  not 
only  to  be  perfect  Masters  in  every  degree  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  its 
operative  but  likewise  by  their  Study  and  Labour  to  have  made 
considerable  advances  in  the  Speculative  or  truly  Sublime  and  Most 
Exalted  parts  thereof  Ctnb  tnfyereas  our  most  Excellent  Compan¬ 
ions  have  requested  us  to  enter  into  Compact  with  and  to  Grant  to 
them  our  CHAPITER  OF  INSTITUTION  and  PROTECTION 
( the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  late  Grand  Conclave  being 
Defunct)  to  which  we  have  readily  concurred  XcotD  kliotn  that 
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in  Tender  Consideration  of  these  premises  and  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  XDe  fyane  Instituted  and  Erected  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  consent  and  concurrence  of  our  said  most  Excellent  Com¬ 
panions  in  full  Encampment  assembled  (testified  by  their  severally 
signing  and  sealing  hereof)  Do  by  these  presents  as  much  as  in  us 
lies  INSTITUTE  and  ERECT  them  our  said  most  Excellent 
Brethren  and  Companions  James  Higgins  Robert  Gill  Evan  Lloyd 
William  Davis  James  Murray  John  Gilbert  and  John  Saffell  and 
their  Successors  Officers  for  the  time  being  of  the  Grand  and  Royal 
Conclave  of  Knights  Templers  of  Jerusalem  jointly  with  ourself 
and  our  Successors  most  Eminent  Grand  Master  for  the  time  being 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  to  form  and  be  THE 
GRAND  and  ROYAL  CONCLAVE  of  KNIGHTS  TEMPLERS 
of  JERUSALEM  HEREBY  giving  granting  ratifying  and  con¬ 
firming  unto  them  and  their  Successors  (XII  the  Rights  Privileges 
Dignities  Ensigns  and  prerogatives  which  from  time  immemorial 
have  belonged  and  do  appertain  to  those  Installed  to  this  sublime 
Degree  with  full  power  and  absolute  authority  from  time  to  time  as 
occasion  shall  require  and  it  shall  be  found  expedient  to  hold  and 
convene  Conclaves  Encampments  and  other  proper  Assemblies  for 
carrying  on  improving  and  promoting  the  said  benevolent  and 
useful  Work  and  also  to  admit  and  install  in  due  form  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rights  and  ceremonies  from  time  immemorial  used  and 
approved  in  and  by  this  most  eminent  and  sacred  Degree  and  as  by 
them  practized  all  such  experienced  and  Discreete  Royal  Arch 
Masons  as  they  shall  find  Worthy  Ctrtb  roe  bo  furthermore 
HEREBY  give  grant  ratify  and  confirm  unto  our  said  most  Excel¬ 
lent  Brethren  and  Companions  and  their  Successors  Officers  of  our 
said  Grand  and  Royal  Conclave  for  the  time  being  full  and  absolute 
power  and  authority  in  conjunction  with  us  or  our  most  Excellent 
Deputy  for  the  time  being  to  make  and  confirm  Laws  Orders  and 
Ordinances  for  the  better  Conducting  and  regulating  the  said  most 
Eminent  and  Sublime  Degree  throughout  the  Globe  as  well  of  their 
said  Grand  and  Royal  Conclave  and  from  time  to  time  to  alter  and 
abrogate  the  same  Laws  Orders  and  Ordinances  as  to  them  and 
their  Successors  shall  seem  meet  AND  ALSO  to  constitute  super¬ 
intend  and  regulate  all  other  Encampments  wheresoever  it  shall  be 
found  convenient  and  as  to  us  or  our  Deputy  and  the  said  Grand 
Officers  our  and  their  Successors  for  the  time  being  shall  seem  fit 
Club  it  is  ALSO  DECLARED  concluded  and  agreed  upon  by  and 
between  us  and  our  said  most  Excellent  Companions  James  Higgins 
Robert  Gill  Evan  Lloyd  William  Davis  James  Murray  John  Gilbert 
and  John  Saffell  the  said  most  Excellent  Grand  Officers  Ctnb  tfyese 
presents  farmer  roitness  THAT  WE  ahd  the  said  most  Excellent 
Grand  Officers  Do  hereby  for  ourselves  severally  and  respectively 
end  for  our  several  and  respective  Successors  the  most  Eminent 
Grand  Master  and  most  Excellent  Grand  Officers  of  the  said  Grand 
a  ad  Royal  Conclave  of  Knights  Templars  of  Jerusalem  in  manner 
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and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  ^irst  THAT  the  Most  Excellent 
Beputy  Grand  Master  shall  preside  and  have  full  power  and  author¬ 
ity  in  the  absence  of  the  most  Eminent  Grand  Master  Scconbltt 
THAT  the  Jewels  worn  or  to  be  worn  from  time  to  time  by  the 
most  Eminent  the  Grand  Master  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  Grand 
Officers  shall  be  of  the  form  and  figure  and  bear  the  same  Inscrip- 
No  diiinea-  tions  as  delineated  in  the  Margin  hereof  VIZT  THE  Grand 
margin!16  Master  a  Star  of  eight  points  and  a  Black  Sash  over  the 
Right  Shoulder  The  Captains  a  similar  Sash  with  a  Star  of  seven 
points  The  private  Companions  a  similar  Sash  with  a  Mother  of 
Pearl  Cross  tEfyirMy  THAT  every  Companian  shall  wear  (accord¬ 
ing  to  Antient  Custom  an  Apron  bound  with  Black  with  a  proper 
Badge  displayed  thereon  ^ourtfyly  THAT  the  Common  Seal  of 
this  Order  be  according  to  that  used  from  time  immemorial 
THAT  for  every  Charter  of  Constitution  to  be  granted  by  and  from 
this  Grand  and  Royal  Conclave  shall  be  paid  into  the  Common  fund 
thereof  at  least  the  Sum  of  Five  Guineas  Sixthly  THAT  none  but 
Discreete  and  Experienced  Royal  Arch  Masons  shall  receive  Instal¬ 
lation  to  this  Sublime  Degree  in  this  or  any  other  Encampment  that 
may  hereafter  be  duly  constituted  nor  until  they  shall  have  been 
duly  proposed  at  least  one  Month  preceeding  nor  unless  ballotted 
for  and  that  on  such  Ballot  there  shall  not  appear  one  Negative  or 
Black  ball  Scpent^Iy  THAT  every  such  person  so  to  be  installed 
shall  pay  at  least  the  sum  of  Three  Guineas  into  the  Common  Fund 
of  the  Encampment  wherein  he  shall  have  received  Installation 
towards  enabling  the  Companions  to  carry  on  the  Business  and  sup¬ 
port  the  Dignity  thereof  CEigfytfyly  THAT  none  calling  themselves 
Knights  Templers  shall  be  deemed  any  other  than  Royal  Arch 
Masons  nor  shall  be  received  into  any  regular  Encampment  of  this 
Order  or  be  permitted  to  reap  or  enjoy  any  of  the  benefits  Dignities 
or  Ensigns  of  this  Degree  save  and  Except  those  who  have  received 
or  shall  or  may  hereafter  receive  Installation  in  this  Grand  and 
Royal  Encampment  or  in  some  other  Encampment  to  be  Chartered 
and  constituted  by  us  or  our  Successors  most  Excellent  Grand 
Officers  aforesaid  and  except  those  coming  from  beyond  the  Seas  or 
such  as  shall  obtain  Certificates  of  Adoption  from  this  our  Grand 
Royal  Conclave  for  which  Certificate  shall  be  paid  into  the  Common 
Fund  the  sum  of  One  Guinea  at  least  and  that  all  Encampments 
Chartered  by  us  shall  pay  the  sum  of  Half  a  Guinea  for  Registering 
all  and  every  of  the  Members  they  shall  admit  or  Install  in  their 
said  Encampment  THAT  that  there  shall  be  a  general 

Conclave  of  Communication  of  the  Excellent  Companions  of  this 
Grand  and  Royal  Conclave  with  all  other  Encampments  that  shall 
or  may  hereafter  come  under  the  protection  of  and  chartered  by  the 
same  as  aforesaid  in  or  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  Week 
following  Good  Friday  yearly  or  oftener  as  occasion  shall  require 
and  it  shall  be  found  Convenient  for  the  purposes  of  conducting 
promoting  and  well  ordering  of  the  same  Eminent  Degree  and  the 
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Business  and  Affairs  thereof  in  such  manner  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  found  most  expedient  Cetttfyly  THAT  at  and  upon  the 
said  Annual  Conclave  of  Communication  held  as  aforesaid  the  most 
Eminent  Grand  Master  most  Excellent  Deputy  Grand  Master  and 
the  other  Most  Excellent  Grand  Officers  of  the  Grand  and  Royal 
Conclave  shall  be  chosen  and  elected  Which  Election  shall  be  by 
a  Majority  of  the  Companions  present  at  such  General  Conclave  by 
Ballot  CCnb  lastly  THAT  the  said  Grand  Officers  so  Chosen  and 
Elected  shall  continue  to  serve  and  be  in  Office  for  the  Year  ensu¬ 
ing  unless  some  or  one  of  them  shall  happen  to  decline  in  which 
Case  or  in  Case  of  the  Death  of  any  of  them  or  otherwise  it  shall 
be  found  necessary  a  Special  General  Conclave  shall  be  called  for  an 
Election  to  supply  his  or  their  place  or  places  XDitrtess  whereof 
WE  the  said  most  Eminent  Grand  Master  and  the  most  Excellent 
Grand  Officers  have  hereunto  severally  signed  our  Names  and  Affixed 
our  Seals  in  full  Conclave  assembled  for  this  Purpose  at  the  Free 
Masons  Tavern  this  Eleventh  day  of  March  A.L.  5808,  A.D.  1805, 
A.O.  687,  A.C.  491. 


3rt  {Testimony  of  our  ready  acceptance 
and  perfect  compliance  with  this  Charter 
of  Institution  and  Protection  above  writ¬ 
ten  and  the  Laws  and  Ordinances  thereby 
prescribed  We  the  rest  of  the  Companions 
of  this  most  Excellent  Grand  and  Royal 
Conclave  have  hereunto  severally  sub¬ 
scribed  our  Names  the  day  and  year 
above  written: 


Edward 

(  ls-  ) 

Jas.  Higgins 

(  L.S.  ) 

Robert  Gill 

(  L-S'  ) 

Evan  Lloyd 

(  L-S-  ) 

William  Davis 

(x,.s.) 

John  Gilbert 

(ll) 

1  Jas.  Murray 

( L-s ) 

John  Saffell 

( LS' ) 

Charles  Edwd  Reynolds 
G  Nicholson.  CDF  Valentine 

Wm.  Spencer 
Joshua  Foster 
William  Somerville 


A  Priory  of  the  Order  of  Malta  was  opened  under  the  banner 
of  the  Holy  Palestine  Preceptory,  and  fifteen  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  received  the  Mediteranean  Pass  and 
were  admitted  into  the  Order  of  Malta. 
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GEORGIA— 1889. 

THE  twenty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ma}^  8  and  9, 
1889,  Sir  James  L.  Fleming,  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  brief.  He  decided  that 
a  Knight,  and  member  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Iowa,  could  not 
get  such  papers  from  that  jurisdiction  as  would  permit  him  to 
join  a  Commandery  in  Georgia,  inasmuch  as  under  Grand 
Master  Roome’s  edict,  intercourse  with  the  jurisdiction  of  Iowa 
was  prohibited. 

He  reports  a  few  visitations  attended  with  the  usual  ban¬ 
quets,  etc. 

On  the  ritual  he  says: 

As  this  will  be  subject  matter  for  the  next  triennial,  and  we  trust  for 
final  and  satisfactory  settlement,  I  refrain  from  saying  more  than  this : 
I  judge  it  to  be  the  wish  of  this  jurisdiction  to  return  to  our  old  rituals. 

Tie  recommends  that  a  day  be  set  apart  as  a  Templar  Me¬ 
morial  Day,  on  which,  without  dispensation,  Commanderies 
can  pay  respects  and  decorate  graves  of  deceased  fraters,  and 
thus  avoid  the  appearance  of  being  a  part  of  any  general 
parade.  He  suggests  St.  John’s  day.  Which  one? 

He  refused  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  appear  in 
uniform  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  Knights.  We  presume 
upon  some  birthday  anniversary,  wedding  day,  or  other  festival 
gathering. 

He  granted  permission  to  a  Commandery  to  visit  and  decor¬ 
ate  the  graves  of  deceased  brothers  on  Memorial  Day. 

The  Committee  on  the  Reports  of  Grand  Officers  endorses 
the  Grand  Commander’s  recommendation  for  the  setting  apart 
of  a  Templar  Memorial  Day.  They  recommend  that  Ascension 
Day  be  named.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  proceedings,  how¬ 
ever,  that  any  action  was  taken  upon  this  report.  It  would 
strike  us  that  nothing  could  be  more  inappropriate  than  the 
selection  of  Ascension  Day  for  memorial  service.  Ascension 
Day,  according  to  the  Church  calendar,  is  a  day  of  rejoicing 
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— one  of  the  brightest  sunshiny  days  of  the  year — quite  different 
from  All  Saints  Day,  30th  of  November,  when  we  are  regaled 
with  death’s  heads  and  cross-hones.  However,  ever  since  the 
time  that  one  of  our  Christian  orders  observed  Good  Friday  by 
giving  a  grand  ball,  we  are  not  to  be!  surprised  at  any  arrange¬ 
ment  however  outre  that  may  be  made  contrary  to  all  our  old 
fogy  ideas  of  church  etiquette. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  matter  of 
making  arrangements  for  the  “pilgrimage”  to  Washington. 
One  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  music  at  the  next 
Grand  Annual  Conclave. 

Sir  Azariah  G.  Howard,  of  Atlanta,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Samuel  P.  Hamilton,  of  Savannah,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

There  are  eight  Commanderies  on  the  roll  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Georgia,  with  an  aggregate  of  415  members. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  with  the  proceedings,  also  the  poetic  address  deliv¬ 
ered  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Winchester  before  the  Grand  Commandery 
at  this  conclave. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand 
Recorder,  Sir  Samuel  P.  Hamilton.  He  calls  it,  “Report  of  the 
Grand  Recorder  as  compilor  of  Templar  news.”  He  makes  an 
apology  for  what  he  terms  his  somewhat  meagre  report  of  the 
doings  of  the  various  Grand  Commanderies,  and  by  way  of 
explanation  says  that  he  had  a  full  report,  but  it,  as  well  as 
everything  else  pertaining  to  the  office  of  the  Grand  Recorder, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  April  6.  We  know  how  to  sympa¬ 
thize  with  you,  Brother  Hamilton,  we  have  gone  through  that 
ordeal  ourselves.  His  report  is  very  brief. 

* 

Under  Iowa,  he  quotes  from  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
that  portion  which  says  that  Commanders  should  conform  to 
said  rituals,  etc.,  and  then  he  has  the  following : 

Note  the  language,  “Strictly  conform  to  the  said  rituals,”  and  then 
compare  it  with  the  expression  of  Ohio’s  Grand  Commander,  that  “the 
TEXT  of  the  ritual  being  carefully  adhered  to  in  all  the  principal  parts.” 

It  appears  then  that  “the  text  of  the  ritual  ”  only,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  rubric,  was  carefully  adhered  to  in  Ohio,  and  this,  be  it  remembered, 
in  “  the  principal  parts  ”  only.  How  the  rubric  was  adapted  to  the  text 
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used  in  “the  principal  parts,”  and  what  changes  were  made  in  the 
minor  parts,  what  additions,  what  amendments,  what  alterations,  or 
what  omissions  is  left  by  the  Grand  Commander  of  Ohio  to  the  ingenuity 
of  his  readers  to  discover.  Nay,  more.  Even  the  parts  considered  by 
him  as  principal  parts  have  not  been  specified. 

Nothing  in  nature  is  so  tenuous  as  truth.  Through  the  smallest 
aperture  it  will  leak  out.  One  may  confine  some  of  the  coarser  gases  in 
a  bag  of  india-rubber ;  but  hydrogen  can  not  be  so  confined.  This  ele¬ 
ment  requires  a  substance  with  far  finer  pores  than  elastic  rubber  pos¬ 
sesses  to  confine  it. 

And  so  it  has  oozed  out  that  Ohio,  too,  is  in  a  state  of  covert  disloyalty 
and  rebellion,  in  that,  while  pretending  to  adopt  the  new  ritual,  the 
“  text  ”  only  is  adhered  to,  and  that  only  in  11  the  'principal  parts.” 

All  this  seems  incredible.  This  in  Ohio,  the  foster  home  of  the  new 
ritual,  and  under  the  very  roof  of  its  foster  parent. 

But  there  is  another  explanation  possible.  It  may  be  that  there  is 
one  law  for  Iowa  and  another  for  Ohio,  and  while  in  Ohio  it  will  be 
satisfactory  if  only  the  “principal  parts”  are  “adhered  to,”  Iowa,  the 
disloyal  and  rebellious,  must  “  strictly  conform  to  said  rituals,”  and  this 
brings  to  the  forefront  the  question :  Is  it  possible  to  carry  out  the 
orders  of  the  Grand  Master  and  “STRICTLY  conform  to  the”  new 
“ritual?” 

Oh  bother  such  criticism. 

Booth  and  Barrett,  when  they  present  one  of  Shakespeare’s 
grand  dramas,  are  supposed  to  give  Shakespeare’s  text,  and  yet 
we  presume  there  has  not  been  one  out  of  the  many  hundreds 
of  performances  that  they  have  given  when  there  was  not 
something  accidentally  omitted,  and  possibly  some  words 
added,  transposed,  etc.,  all  of  which  is  expected  and  allowable 
even  among  the  most  hypercritical.  If,  however,  they  should 
announce  Shakespeare’s  Cleopatra,  and  on  the  night  of 
performance  present  Dry  den’s  version,  it  would  be  quite  a 
different  affair.  The  Grand  Master’s  language,  “  strictly  con¬ 
form  to  the  ritual,”  is  to  have  a  reasonable  construction.  It  is 
not  probable,  nor  is  it  reasonable  to  expect,  that  any  man  will 
ever  give  the  ritual  in  the  very  exact  words  of  the  drama 
throughout,  but  the  principal  parts,  for  there  are  principal  parts , 
and  important  parts,  that  should  not  be  changed  or  tinkered, 
neither  in  the  language  nor  in  the  ceremonial. 

Again,  under  Iowa,  he  devotes  considerable  space  to  ridiculing 
the  Grand  Encampment  ritual  and  those  who  edited  it.  He 
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quotes  from  the  committee’s  introduction  to  the  ritual  that  all 
“ tactics  and  drill”  are  carefully  eliminated  from  it.  Then  he 
goes  on  to  give  examples  where,  as  he  claims,  “tactics  and 
drill  ”  are  introduced  into  the  ritual.  For  instance,  where  the 
ritual  says,  “Prepare  for  rehearsal,”  he  calls  that  tactics  and 
drill. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  a  few  more  of  Brother  Hamilton’s  ex¬ 
tracts  from  the  ritual  of  passages  which  he  calls  “  tactics  and 
drill:” 

Prepare  for  Rehearsal. 

Prepare  to  Guard. 

First  Division  Advance. 

Recover  Swords. 

Sir  Knights  Fall  In. 

Attention,  Sir  Knights. 

Deposit  Chapeaux. 

To  Your  Devotions. 

Sir  Knights,  Arise. 

Charge. 

“Oh  bother  the  flowers  that  bloom  in  the  spring.” 

He  might,  with  equal  propriety,  have  said  that  when  the 
Sovereign  Master  directs  the  Master  of  Palace  to  form  lines  and 
escort  the  High  Priest  to  the  Council  Chamber,  and  the  ritual 
(page  15)  says,  “the  lines  formed,”  that  this  is  “tactics  and 

drill.” 

The  ritual  (page  62)  says,  “All  the  Sir  Knights  come  to  a 
present,  and  so  remain  until  the  reading  is  ended.”  This, 
according  to  Brother  Hamilton,  is  “tactics  and  drill.” 

And  by  the  same  rule  when  the  Eminent  Commander  says, 
“  You  will  take  the  cup  in  your  left  hand,”  etc.,  it  is  “tactics 
and  drill.” 

Our  Georgia  brother  informs  us  that  the  times  have  been 
that  when  the  brains  were  out  the  man  would  die  and  then  an 
end,  but  science  does  better  than  that  nowadays,  she  cures  such 
cases,  and  thus  many  valuable  lives  are  spared  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  We  believe  this,  although  we  never  heard  of  it 
before,  but  we  must  believe  from  the  evidence  that  is  before 
us  that  it  is  so  at  least  in  Georgia. 

Judging  from  the  style  of  this  criticism  we  think  that  our 
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Georgia  brother  might,  in  the  language  of  what  was  a  very 
popular  comic  song  a  few  years  ago,  triumphantly  exclaim, 
“  And  I  am  the  result  of  the  cure,  sir!  ” 

Our  Georgia  brother  has  discovered  that  the  ritual,  as  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  was  not  the  “Dean  Ritual”  at 
all,  but  the  ritual  of  the  committee.  And  still  more  wonderful, 
that  it  was  not  .adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at  all,  but 
by  the  Grand  Recorder  by  order  of  the  Grand  Master ! 

A  plague  upon  the  fellow  that  invented  that  wonderful  cure, 
say  we! 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  three  and  one  half  pages. 


ILLINOIS— 1888. 

THE  thirty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Chicago,  October  23  and  24,  1888, 
Sir  Edward  Star  Mulliner,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
The  proceedings  inform  us  that  “  the  Grand  Commandery  was 
opened  in  Knightly  form.” 

If  not,  why  not? 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address,  together  with  the  general 
orders,  etc.,  fills  twenty-seven  pages. 

He  says  that  a  reasonably  prosperous  year  has  been  added  to 
the  history  of  Templary  in  Illinois. 

He  issued  an  order  that  nine  Knights  Templars  were  neces¬ 
sary  to  form  a  quorum  for  the  opening  of  a  Commandery. 
Of  course  this  had  to  be,  as  it  was  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  Right  Eminent  Grand  Master  Roome. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
in  relation  to  Iowa.  He  directed  that  it  be  obeyed. 

The  Committee  on  Tactics,  which  had  been  out  for  a  year  or 
two,  made  their  final  report  to  him,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
former  action  taken  by  the  Grand  Commandery  he  ordered  that 
the  said  tactics  be  promulgated  for  the  use  of  the  Comman- 
deries  in  the  State  of  Illinois  as  the  standard  tactics  of  that 
jurisdiction. 

He  authorized,  by  general  order,  the  Commanderies  in  the 
jurisdiction  to  celebrate  Easter  or  Ascension  days,  as  might  be 
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most  convenient  to  themselves,  without  special  dispensation, 
and  that  the  celebrations  should  he  held  in  the  asvlums  as 
far  as  practicable. 

He  decided  that  the  removal  of  a  chartered  Commandery 
from  one  place  to  another  could  only  be  authorized  by  the 
Grand  Commanderv,  etc.,  inasmuch  as  the  constitution  and 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  provide  that  charters 
shall  be  granted  by  the  Grand  Commandery  at  an  annual 
conclave,  and  he  argued  that  a  removal  involved  a  change  in 
its  charter,  therefore  it  wTas  not  within  the  dispensing  power  of 
the  Grand  Commander;  that  could  only  be  done  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  itself.  In  this  decision  we  think  that  he  was 
entirely  correct. 

We  will  see  how  the  Grand  Commandery  decided.  He  de¬ 
cided  that  the  by-law  of  a  Commandery  requiring  a  two-thirds 
vote  upon  any  question  except  upon  the  acceptance  of  candi¬ 
dates  and  in  expulsions  and  restorations,  was  at  variance  with 
the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  null  and  void. 

He  decided  that  a  Knight  could  not  be  suspended  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues  to  his  Commandery  except  upon  charges 
preferred,  and  after  due  trial  and  conviction  thereon. 

Without  referring  to  the  law  of  Illinois  on  this  subject,  we 
would  say,  if  that  is  the  lawr,  it  is  a  very  poor  one.  We  have 
always  contended  that  it  is  enough  to  notify  a  member  that  he 
is  delinquent  for  the  payment  of  dues,  that  if  he  does  not  pay 
them  by  a  certain  fixed  date  that  he  wfill  be  suspended.  That 
is  all  the  charges  that  should  be  necessary,  without  they  have 
a  specific  law  to  the  contrary  in  Illinois.  If  they  have,  then 
the  law  itself  wTas  sufficient  and  the  decision  was  unnecessary. 

He  decided  that  jurisdiction  lines  between  Commanderies 
should  be  measured  by  a  direct  line  between  their  respective 
asylums,  and  not  from  the  boundary  lines  of  cities  or  villages 
where  the  asylum  may  be  located.  This  he  says  is  in  con¬ 
formity  with  a  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

This  is  common  sense,  and  a  good  common  law,  as  we  think. 

An  appeal  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Commander  asking  him  to 
set  aside  the  judgment  of  a  Commandery  in  failing  to  convict 
a  Knight  on  charges  preferred  of  unknightly  conduct.  The 
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verdict,  not  guilty,  was  rendered  October  19,  1887.  December 
7,  1887,  notice  of  appeal  from  the  decision  was  given  for  the 
first  time. 

The  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  provides  that  notice  of 
appeal  must  be  given  within  thirty  days  after  serving  the 
notice  of  judgment,  and  the  appeal,  giving  the  grounds  relied 
on,  must  be  filed  with  the  Recorder  within  ten  days  thereafter, 
etc.  He  decided  that  inasmuch  as  more  than  thirty  days  had 
elapsed  between  date  of  notice  of  judgment,  October  19,  1887, 
and  date  of  notice  of  appeal,  December  7,  1887,  therefore  the 
appeal  failed  to  come  within  the  limit  of  time  prescribed  by 
the  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  hence  could  not  be 
entertained.  The  appeal  was  dismissed.  Good  sound  law,  as 
we  think. 

He  reports  having  granted  several  special  dispensations  for 
Commanderies  to  appear  in  public.  None  of  the  occasions 
appear  to  have  been  in  any  way  startling. 

He  also  granted  dispensations  to  receive  petitions  and  ballot 
on  short  time  in  a  few  instances,  and  reports  having  received 
the  fees  for  the  same.  They  charge  for  this  luxury  in  Illinois. 

He  declined  to  grant  a  permission  to  reconsider  a  ballot  upon 
petition  of  a  Companion  rejected,  as  alleged,  because  of  some 
irregular  method  in  payment  of  fees. 

He  reports  the  following  rather  novel  case : 

May  28,  1888,  I  received  a  request  from  the  Eminent  Commander  of 
Aurora  Commandery,  No.  22,  which  was  called  out  by  very  sad  and 
unusual  circumstances. 

A  Red  Cross  Knight  who  had  received  this  Order  of  Knighthood  in 
Aurora  Commandery  was  lying  at  the  point  of  death. 

He  was  exceedingly  desirous  of  receiving  the  Order  of  the  Temple 
that  he  might  be  buried  with  Templar  honors. 

No  act  of  my  administration  gave  me  so  much  pain  as  to  decline 
granting  the  request  that  the  Order  might  be  conferred  in  the  private 
apartments  of  the  sick  Knight.  Yet  it  seemed  to  me  that  under  Sup¬ 
plement  to  Code — Qualifications  for  Orders,  Pars.  104,  105,  106  —  such 
work  would  be  unlawful. 

I  knew  of  no  law  or  precedent  that  would  justify  me  in  permitting 
so  irregular  a  procedure. 

I  believe,  furthermore,  that  should  the  Knight  recover,  neither  he 
nor  the  Commandery  would  feel  satified  with  his  reception  as  a  Tern- 
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plar,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  that  he  should  be  afterward 
“  healed.” 

I  did,  however,  give  the  Eminent  Commander  permission  to  attend 
the  funeral  with  his  command,  as  escort  to  the  Lodge  which  would 
bury  him  in  case  of  his  death. 

He  reports  several  visitations,  and  not  a  word  about  “  ban¬ 
quet,”  “hospitality,”  “Knightly  courtesy”  and  “sich  like.” 

“Are  we  to  have  no  more  cakes  and  ale?” 

The  communication  from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa, 
relating  to  the  interdict  as  issued  by  Grand  Master  Roome,  was 
received  and  allowed  to  be  read. 

He  recommended  that  a  sufficient  appropriation  be  made  to 
provide  suitable  headquarters  at  Washington,  and  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  etc. 

We  have  no  doubt  but  what  we  shall  find  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  did  it. 

He  makes  proper  obituary  mention  and  tribute  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  the  deceased  members  of  the  Order  during  the  year, 
among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  the  Rev.  John  C.  Webster, 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  Sir  Wm. 
S.  Gardner,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  and  Sir  John  Hess,  Past  Grand  Commander 
of  Indiana,  etc. 

In  the  proceedings  we  find  a  communication  from  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  one  from  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Tennessee,  relating  to  the  rebellion  in  Iowa,  which  were,  after 
a  spirited  debate,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

Sir  Hosmer  A.  Johnson,  the  oldest  Past  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois,  was  present  and  made 
a  very  pretty  speech  referring  to  the  early  days  of  Templary 
in  Illinois. 

The  sum  of  $2,500  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  committee 
to  do  the  hospitality  of  Illinois  at  Washington. 

Brother  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Wisconsin, 
wrho  was  sojourning  in  Chicago  under  treatment  for  a  great 
physical  affliction,  was  received  in  the  Grand  Commandery 
and  'welcomed  with  knightly  honors,  to  which  he  responded  in 
most  knightly  language. 

In  disposing  of  the  communication  from  Iowa,  the  Grand 
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Commandery  decided  that  it  would  be  improper  for  it  to  ex¬ 
press  any  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  unhappy  controversy, 
and  that  the  communications  received  upon  this  subject  be 
respectfully  returned  to  the  Knights  presenting  the  same. 

We  find  considerable  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  uniform, 
amendment  after  amendment,  etc. 

Sir  Norman  Theodore  Gassette,  of  Chicago,  was  elected  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  G.  W.  Barnard,  of  the  same  place,  was 
re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  railroad  companies 
and  hotels  of  Chicago  for  the  generous  courtesy  extended  to 
the  representatives  attending  the  present  conclave. 

That  sounds  kind  of  provincial  to  us.  It  has  not  that  high 
metropolitan  ring  in  it  that  generally  comes  from  Chicago. 
Keep  up  your  metropolitan  ways,  gentlemen,  don’t  thank  any 
body,  especially  when  you  pay  full  price  for  it. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Officers,  as  to  visitation,  etc.,  are 
printed  in  the  proceedings.  We  will  not  trouble  ourselves 
with  them. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  our  old 
friend  and  brother,  Henry  C.  Ranney. 

Under  California  he  has  the  following: 

Proceedings:  As  usual  in  this  jurisdiction,  the  report  on  correspond¬ 
ence  is  injected  into  the  proceedings  in  full;  if  they  were  read,  (  which 
these  were  not)  we  could  see  no  objection,  but  the  report  cuts  up  the 
continuity  of  the  proceedings  most  fearfully. 

Now  that  is  just  what  we  think,  we  say  this  and  stand  behind 
Brother  Ranney,  who  will  protect  us  from  the  wrath  of  Brother 
Caswell. 

He  says  he  thinks  the  old  velvet  uniform  looks  rediculous. 

We  do  not. 

He  does  not  approve  of  Sir  Caswell’s  plan,  nor  of  ours  of 
“whipping  the  devil  around  the  stump”  by  expelling  mem¬ 
bers  for  non-payment  of  dues,  instead  of  preferring  charges  and 
expelling  them  from  the  Order  for  unknightly  conduct.  If  the 
fellow  is  dead  can  you  make  him  any  deader?  Then  it  is  so 
much  easier  to  get  a  fellow  expelled  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
than  it  is  for  dishonesty  or  immoral  or  dishonorable  conduct. 
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We  are  of  the  same  opinion  still,  and.  from  what  we  know  of 
Brother  Caswell  “he  will  be  thar.” 

He  wants  to  know,  you  know,  how  it  was  that  when  New 
Haven  (Connecticut)  Commandery,  No.  2,  having  a  large 
membership,  was  visited  by  the  Grand  Generalissimo,  and  the 
old  ritual  was  worked,  how  many  of  the  members  belonging  to 
Hiram  Lodge  were  present,  as  the  bulk  of  the  Knights  must 
have  come  from  that  Lodge,  and  he  says  he  does  not  note  a 
single  suspension  from  the  Commandery  caused  by  the  dis¬ 
ciplining  of  the  Lodge.  And  then  he  adds,  “  By  the  way,  why 
are  two  Commanderies  permitted  to  work  the  old  ritual?” 

A  very  pertinent  inquiry,  Brother  Ranney,  but  some  people 
may  think  it  extrajudicial. 

Under  Dakota,  referring  to  the  resolution  adopted  by  that 
Grand  Body  defining  what  Masonic  bodies  it  recognizes,  Sir 
Ranney  has  the  following  : 

After  looking  very  carefully  over  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  we  can  find  no  authority  for  such  a  fulmination  as  this ;  the 
Grand  Encampment  is  silent  as  to  Supreme  Councils,  and  councils  of 
Royal  and  Select  Masters ;  the  only  requirement  necessary  to  obtain  the 
orders  is  that  expressed  in  Section  65  of  Constitution  “  that  no  Com¬ 
mandery,  grand  or  subordinate,  shall  confer  the  Orders  of  Knighthood 
upon  any  one  who  is  not  a  regular  Royal  Arch  Mason,  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States;  ”  and 
again,  we  refer  to  Sections  106,  107,  108  of  supplement  to  code  of  stat¬ 
utes;  in  these  references  nothing  is  said  about  any  body  of  Masons 
except  lodges  and  chapters ;  their  laws  bind  us ;  but  the  laws  of  su¬ 
preme  councils,  consistories,  and  councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
are  absolutely  ignored ;  we  look  upon  this  action,  like  that  of  Ohio  and 
one  or  two  other  States,  as  absolutely  void  of  any  constitutional  au¬ 
thority. 

The  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  says  nothing 
about  prohibiting  saloon  keepers  or  dealers  in  lottery  tickets 
from  becoming  members  of  the  Order,  yet  we  know  of  several 
jurisdictions  where  they  have  a  specific  law  that  of  such  shall 
not  be  the  kingdom  of  Templarism. 

Brother  Ranney,  do  you  think  it  unconstitutional  to  pro¬ 
hibit? 

As  for  ourselves,  we  have  a  very  much  higher  opinion  of  the 
meanest  saloon  keepers  in  Chicago,  and  of  any  lottery  dealer 
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in  the  land,  than  we  have  of  a  trafficker  in  any  kind  of  irregu¬ 
lar  or  bogus  Masonry. 

We  believe  that  legislation  on  such  matters  very  properly 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Commanderies,  and  if  they  do  not  want 
such  cattle  among  them  they  have  a  right  to  say  so. 

He  says  “  the  whole  form  of  Code  of  Trials,  as  promulgated 
by  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  a  clumsy  and  annoying  docu¬ 
ment,  and  it  requires  careful  revision.  It  is  not  only  a  plague 
in  the  hands  of  an  Eminent  Commander,  but  in  many  instances 
it  is  in  conflict  with  the  statutes  of  the  Order.” 

We  fully  agree  with  you,  Sir  Ranney,  in  this. 

We  copy  the  following  which  we  regard  as  the  very  best  ex¬ 
pressions  that  we  have  read  on  the  subject  of  the  ritual,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States: 

The  new  ritual  receives  a  large  share  of  his  attention,  and  we  are 
sorry  to  see  the  spirit  that  controls  him  throughout.  Whether  the  ritual 
as  adopted  suits  or  not,  it  was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  Conclave  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  who  were  loyal  enough  to  their  duties  and 
responsibilities  to  stay  throughout  the  last  day  of  the  session.  It  may 
be  unfortunate  for  the  welfare  of  the  Order,  that  all  practical  business 
has  to  be  transacted  after  the  election  of  officers ;  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Conclave  ceases ;  but  we  claim  that  while  the  vote  was  small,  the 
adoption  of  the  ritual  was  entirely  legal,  and  as  adopted  it  should  meet 
witli  loyal  support  from  the  constituencies  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 
The  Grand  Commander  says  “it' is  shorn  of  all  modern  improvements.” 
If  by  that  expression,  he  means  “theatrical  gags,”  we  heartily  agree 
with  him,  but  all  the  same,  we  thank  God  that  this  rubbish  was  elim¬ 
inated.  Further,  he  says,  “it  is  not  as  beautiful  nor  as  impressive  as 
the  present  Iowa  ritual.”  We  confess  to  not  having  seen  or  heard  this 
beautiful  ritual,  but  the  spirit  and  general  work  of  the  new  ritual  varies 
very  little  from  the  work  which  has  been  in  our  possession  for  thirty- 
three  years,  when  we  received  the  Orders,  and  which  work  met  the 
approval  of  Sir  William  B.  Hubbard,  the  most  accomplished  Grand 
Master  the  Grand  Encampment  ever  had,  and  this  work,  we  refer  to, 
had  been  in  existence  many  years  before  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa  was  ever  thought  of. 

W e  also  quote  the  following,  which  we  find  under  Massa¬ 
chusetts  : 

A  large  portion  of  the  report  by  Sir  Knight  Dadmun  discusses  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  he  states  it  to  be  an  undecided  question ;  it  has 


Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio. 


61 


been  discussed  enough  already.  We  do  not  agree  with  him ;  we  believe 
in  the  doctrine,  and  further  we  believe  that  the  ritual  while  silent  on 
the  doctrine,  when  it  speaks  of  the  “Eternal  Son  of  God”  means  the 
doctrine  believed  in  by  the  whole  Christian  world,  outside  of  Boston 
and  a  few  other  small  towns.  No,  Jew  therefore,  or  any  so-called 
Christian,  who  does  not  believe  that  “  Jesus  Christ”  is  the  Eternal  Son 
of  God,  through  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  came  to  us  as  the  Comforter,  has 
any  part  or  being  in  this  Order. 

We  fully  agree  with  Sir  Ranney  in  this  view. 

It  is  rather  ghoulish  in  Brother  Dadmun  to  disinter  this 
subject.  We  thought  that  it  was  settled,  and  we  are  still  of 
that  opinion.  We  hope  that  Brother  Dadmun  may  prove  to 
be  like  the  unanimous  man  on  the  jury,  when  there  were 
eleven  stubborn  men  against  him. 

W e  print  this  if  we  die  for  it. 

Under  Mississippi: 

An  invitation  to  attend  an  entertainment  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbus 
Riflemen  ivas  unanimously  accepted.  (Italics  are  ours.)  ^  A  queer  Masonic 
occasion,  but  then  what  can  we  expect  from  a  body  like  this,  that  defies 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

Oh,  Brother  Ranney,  how  Brother  Delap  or  Brother  Speed 
will  light  on  you  next  year,  but  you  are  right  all  the  same. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  courteous,  critical  notice  in  eleven  pages. 

Replying  to  what  we  said  to  him  in  our  last  year’s  report 
about  the  “Sermon  on  the  Mount,”  he  says,  “That  he  never 
had  the  good  fortune  of  being  a  nice,  well-disposed  Sunday 
school  lad.” 

That  is  just  what  we  thought,  Brother  Ranney,  for  the  old 
adage  says,  “Train  a  boy  up  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and 
when  he  gets  old  he  will  depart  from  it.” 

He  says  he  does  not  agree  with  us  in  allowing  women  to 
witness  our  asylum  ceremonies.  Of  course  we  would  qualify 
the  latter  part  of  this  sentence.  This  sentiment  is  conforma- 
tory  with  what  we  said  about  you,  Brother  Ranney. 

You  are  not  a  well-disposed  Sunday  school  lad  or  you  would 
remember  that  the  first  one  to  visit  the  holy  sepulcher  ( and 
you  have  heard  something  about  that  in  that  much  abused 
ritual)  was  a  woman.  My  dear  boy,  do  not  forget  this. 
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Here  is  what  he  has  to  say  commenting  upon  our  views 
upon  the  subject  of  illigitimate  Masonry: 

Sir  Knight  Carson  of  course  has  much  to  say  of  illegitimate  Masonry, 
and  we  have  refrained  entirely  up  to  this  in  referring  or  noticing  it,  but 
if  the  following  extract  is  true,  it  may  become  necessary  for  all  regular 
Grand  Bodies  to  make  common  cause  against  the  enemy ;  individually 
we  (and  we  think  we  can  speak  for  Illinois,)  have  no  sympathy  with 
clandestine  or  irregular  Masonry.  The  objections  with  us,  up  to  the 
present  time,  has  been  the  methods  pursued.  It  might  be  in  order  for 
the  Grand  Encampment  to  declare  itself  emphatically  on  this  subject. 
But  before  doing  so,  a  compact  must  be  made  between  every  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States,  with  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  the  U.  S.,  in  which  all  these  Grand  Bodies  determine  the 
regular  order  of  succession  in  the  degrees;  and  in  addition  the  compact 
must  designate  the  Bodies  of  the  Scottish  Kite  which  they  acknowl¬ 
edged  to  be  legitimate.  Our  Grand  Lodge  and  one  or  two  Grand  Coin- 
manderies  may  make  such  an  agreement  with  each  other,  but  this 
naturally  carries  but  little  insight  with  others. 

You  are  very  right,  Brother  Ranney,  it  would  be  very  well 
if  the  plan  you  suggest  could  be  carried  out.  However,  in 
popular  movements  for  reform,  if  we  should  wait  until  all  could 
or  would  act  together,  progress  would  never  be  made  in  this 
world. 

We  must  throttle  the  monster  wherever  and  whenever  we 
encounter  it,  and  never  wait  to  see  what  some  one  else  is  going 
to  do. 

You  say  that  it  has  not  yet  invaded  Illinois.  We  congratu¬ 
late  you  that  it  has  not,  hut  it  has  invaded  Ohio  and  several 
other  States.  Was  it  for  us  to  wait  until  they  had  established 
themselves  in  Ohio  and  had  gone  into  Illinois,  and  thence 
further  into  the  bowels  of  the  country? 

Oh  no,  Brother  Ranney,  that  is  not  the  military  science  you 
were  taught  when  in  the  army:  to  let  the  enemy  entrench 
themselves  in  front  and  around  you,  while  you  stand  resting 
quietly  until  they  are  strong  enough  to  become  the  assaulting 
party.  Brother  Ranney,  that  won’t  do  neither  in  war,  religion, 
business,  politics,  nor  Masonry. 

Under  Tennessee  he  reports  the  Conner  ritual  rot.  We  are 
sorry  that  we  have  to  designate  it  by  such  a  name,  but  it 
smells  so  rank  that  Ave  can  find  no  other  so  appropriate  to  it. 
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Under  the  same  heading  we  find  the  following : 

There  is  an  installation  service  prepared  by  the  Grand  Recorder;  one 
of  its  prayers  finishes  as  follows:  “Through  the  merits  of  our  once 
Crucified,  but  now  Risen  and  Ascended  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.”  The 
benediction  finishes,  “The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love 
of  God,  and  the  fellowship  of  the  holy  spirit  be  with  you  all.” 

The  prayer  at  closing  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  also  compiled  by 
the  Grand  Recorder,  concludes  as  follows  :  “  And  now,  unto  Thy  great 

name,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  the  only  True  and  Living  God,”  etc. 

There  is  also  a  “  Form  of  Divine  Service,”  compiled  by  the  same 
Grand  Recorder,  which  includes  the  “Te  Deum,”  “  The  Creed,”  and  the 
same  benediction. 

And  yet  another  service,  “  Ritual  of  a  Conclave  of  Sorrow,”  by  the 
same  Grand  Recorder;  its  prayers  all  finish  with  the  sacred  name  of 
Jesus,  and  the  benediction  is  twice  repeated.  All  these  services  are 
beautiful,  and  yet  the  compiler  of  them  is  the  same  Grand  Recorder 
mentioned  in  the  ritual  report,  who  objects  to  the  use  of  the  “Gloria 
Patri  ”  in  the  Grand  Encampment  ritual,  as  being  sectarian. 

This  is  a  fine  sample  of  the  Conner  style.  In  his  Masonry 
he  is  nothing  if  not  contradictory. 

We  find  much  more  in  this  very  interesting  report  with 
which  we  would  like  to  regale  our  readers,  but  there  is  a  limit 
and  the  line  must  be  drawn  somewhere,  therefore  we  must 
leave  Sir  Ranney  for  the  present. 

We  should  have  said  in  the  beginning  that  his  report  fills 
165  closely  printed  pages. 

After  we  had  written  the  foregoing  concluding  lines  we  read 
the  following,  which  we  deem  too  good  to  be  withheld  from 
our  readers : 

z  Iowa  has  just  met  in  annual  conclave,  and  if  the  report  of  their  pro- 
*  ceedings,  copied  from  a  Chicago  paper  of  October  20th,  is  correct,  the 
question  suggests  itself  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  that  State? 
being  a  body  created  by,  and  established  under  the  authority  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  by  again  defying  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master, 
should,  not  have  its  warrant  forfeited,  and  that  the  Grand  Master  de¬ 
clare  it  unoccupied  territory,  and  issue  dispensations  to  loyal  Knights, 
for  there  must  be  some,  to  form  and  open  Commanderies  subordinate 
to  Grand  Encampment. 

“The  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  Knights  Templars,  at  Cedar 
Rapids,  Friday,  by  unanimous  vote  sustained  every  legal  point  made  by 
Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander  Varnum  in  his  controversy  with  Grand 
Master  Roome,  and  re-elected  him  for  a  third  term.” 
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The  complaints  against  the  ritual  are  largely  of  a  selfish  character; 
so  many  jurisdictions  have  such  beautiful  ones  that  they  hate  to  give 
them  up ;  it  would  be  so  nice  if  the  Grand  Encampment  would  only 
adopt  one  of  their  effusions,  forgetting  that  there  would  be  another  big 
row  for  the  succeeding  three  years.  We  read  of  Webb  work,  Potter 
work,  Hubbard  work,  Eastern  work,  Bower  (of  Iowa)  work,  Massachu¬ 
setts  work,  Kentucky  work,  Texas  work,  Illinois  work,  and  lastly  Ten¬ 
nessee  work ;  and  each  thinks  his  own  the  original  Simon  pure. 

With  the  exception  of  Iowa,  Tennessee,  and  possibly  another  juris¬ 
diction,  the  observance  of  the  new  ritual  has  been  courteously  obeyed; 
but  complaints  are  numerous  of  course ,  and  relief  is  expected  at  the 
next  Triennial ;  but  with  such  a  multitude  of  suggestions,  amendments, 
and  supposed  errors,  we  fear  the  entertainments  at  Washington  will 
prove  a  powerful  rival  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  that  under  the 
Iowa  construction  of  law,  very  little  legitimate  business  will  be  accom¬ 
plished  ;  there  will  be  no  give  or  take  in  amending  the  ritual,  and  we 
fear  that  it  will  be  hard  to  get  a  full  meeting  present  to  act  upon  any 
amendments. 

We  agree  with  Sir  Ranney  that  the  question  suggests  itself, 
and  most  forcibly  too,  whether  the  territory  embraced  in  Iowa 
should  not  be  reclaimed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States! 

We  regard  the  action  of  Iowa  as  the  very  incarnation  of  the 
worst  phase  of  anarchy  in  Masonry  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge.  To  us  it  is  as  coarse  and  abhorent  as  were  the  acts 
of  the  anarchists  at  the  hay  market  in  Chicago.  There  is  not 
a  shadow  of  excuse  for  such  outrageous  acts  by  men  professing 
to  be  Masons. 


INDIANA 


THE  thirty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Indianapolis,  April  30  and  May  1, 
1889,  Reuben  Peden,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper^  • 
and,  with  the  general  orders  included  in  it,  fills  fourteen 
pages. 

He  announces  that  220  members  have  been  added  to  the 
roster  of  valiant  Hoosier  Knights  within  the  year. 

He  makes  appropriate  memorial  mention  of  the  dead  during 
the  year,  among  whom  was  that  well-known  Knight,  Brother 
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Henry  Hess,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
He  died  May  25,  1888,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

He  includes  in  his  address  General  Order  No.  4,  issued  by 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templars  of  Arkansas,  an¬ 
nouncing  the  death  by  assassination  of  Sir  John  Middleton 
Clayton,  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  that  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery. 

«y 

He  reports  having  granted  a  few  dispensations  to  ballot  on 
petitions  on  short  time. 

He  was  pleased  to  observe  an  increasing  interest  in  the 
religious  observance  of  Easter  and  Ascension  days  by  the 
Commanderies. 

He  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to 
appear  in  Templar  uniform  on  Decoration  Day. 

Also  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to 
appear  in  public  uniform  upon  the  occasion  of  the  centennial 
of  the  inauguration  of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
against  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  caused  it  to  be 
sent  to  each  of  the  subordinate  Commanderies. 

He  hopes  that  the  whole  subject  will  be  referred  back  to  the 
Grand  Commanderies,  where  he  thinks  it  rightfully  belongs. 

That  is  about  as  logical  as  it  would  be  to  refer  the  tariff 
question  to  each  State,  that  each  might  adopt  a  tariff  to  suit 
themselves.  Would  we  not  have  a  grand  system?  According 
to  Grand  Commander  Peden  that  is  the  way  to  have  peace. 

The  venerable  brother,  John  M.  Bramwell,  who  had  held 
the  position  of  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Indiana  for  so  many  years,  was,  at  his  own  request,  owing  to 
his  advanced  age  and  failing  health,  relieved  from  the  office, 
having  tendered  his  resignation  November  10,  1888. 

Sir  William  H.  Smythe,  of  Indianapolis,  was  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  $8,571.82. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an  appropriate  “Coat 

of  Arms”  for  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indiana.  When 

such  committee  reports  to  the  Grand  Commander  and  the  same 

is  approved  by  him,  the  design  submitted  is  to  become  the  es- 
4* 
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tablished  “Coat  of  Arms”  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  be  used  as  such  on  all  proper  occasions. 

A  proposition  was  submitted  to  change  the  “jurisdictional 
lines  ”  law,  permitting  a  petitioner  to  apply  to  the  Commandery 
most  convenient  to  his  residence  or  his  taste. 

Of  course  this  was  rejected,  but  it  should  not  have  been. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  amended, 
these  amendments  having  been  pending  for  the  past  year  or 
two.  The  constitution  as  amended  is  printed  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Article  VI,  Section  1,  reads  as  follows : 

Should  any  Sir  Knight,  within  this  jurisdiction,  teach  or  practice  any 
other  ceremony  or  ritual  than  that  adopted  and  authorized  by  the 
Grand  Commandery,  it  shall  be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  may  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  to  promptly  suspend  or  expel  the  offender  from  the  Orders. 

It  would  appear  to  us  that  this  is  in  conflict  with  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

That  body  adopts  the  ritual,  and  the  ritual  once  adopted  is 
the  only  one  that  can  be  legally  used  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  Duncan  T.  Bacon,  of  Indianapolis,  was  elected  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  W.  H.  Smythe,  of  Indianapolis, 
was  elected  Grand  Recorder. 

There  is  but  little  of  general  interest  in  tjie  proceedings. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Bro. 
N.  R.  Ruckle/  He  notices  the  proceedings  of  thirty-seven 
Templar  Grand  Bodies. 

Under  Iowa,  referring  to  the  action  of  that  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  in  relation  to  the  ritual,  he  has  the  following : 

It  would  certainly  seem  to  one  not  gifted  with  too  much  legal  acu¬ 
men,  that  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution  declaring  the  ritual 
adopted,  that  a  further  adoption  of  a  formal  motion  recommending  the 
said  rituals  to  be  “the  only  authorized  ritual  ”  would  make  them  such. 
It  is  worthy  to  be  remarked  that  Grand  Commander  Varnum  aban¬ 
doned  the  startling  proposition  of  his  predecessor,  that  it  requires  a 
majority  of  all  those  wdio  have  been  present  at  a  conclave  to  lawfully 
enact  any  measure. 
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The  first  section  of  the  argument  is  summed  up  by  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  in  the  following  paragraph: 

“The  Grand  Encampment  never  took  the  action  which  the  Grand 
Master  avers  it  did.  It  ‘  recommended  ’  a  ritual,  but  it  never  enacted 
or  declared  one.”  —  t 

Does  Sir  Varnum  think  that  the  meaning  of  Sir  Dudley’s  resolution 
would  have  been  changed  by  the  substitution  of  the  words  “enact”  or 
“  declare  ”  instead  of  “  adopt  ?  ” 

Under  the  same  head  we  find  the  following: 

The  right  of  Grand  Commanderies  to  have  their  proceedings  re¬ 
viewed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  does  not  embody  the  right  to  defy 
the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  during  the  intervals  of  its  ses¬ 
sions.  Kor  does  a  declaration  of  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  its  lawful  enactments,  with  a  reserved  right  to  declare  what  enact¬ 
ments  are  lawful,  carry  any  great  weight. 

We  suggest  to  the  fraters  of  the  committee  that  a  portion  of  their 
argument  against  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master,  bears 
as  strongly  against  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the  Grand  Commander, 
and  from  their  point  of  view  the  exercise  of  any  prerogative  of  either 
would  be  equally  offensive  to  the  rights  of  the  individual  Sir  Knight. 

Under  Kansas  we  find  the  following  very  sensible  argu¬ 
ment: 

While  there  may  be  “  many  and  very  serious  objections”  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  ritual,  the  Iowa  question  relates  more  nearly  to 
the  right  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  prescribe  any  ritual  and  enforce 
its  observance,  than  to  what  the  form  of  that  ritual  may  be.  The 
action  of  the  Grand  Commander}"  of  Iowa  is  the  assertion  of  a  right 
to  review  the  legislation  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  In  our  opinion, 
even  if  Grand  Master  Roome  is  in  error,  the  Grand  Commanderv  of 
Iowa  is  not  in  the  right. 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  he  has  this  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  fallacious  arguments  presented  by  the  Committee 
upon  the  reciprocal  relations  existing  between  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  U nited  States  : 

This  Grand  Body,  when  first  organized,  claimed  authority  over  all 
portions  of  the  country  unoccupied  by  Templar  organizations,  and  its 
powers  over  all  Templar  matters  in  that  jurisdiction  would  have  been 
fully  as  great  as  that  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  This  claim  was 
amended  expressly  to  permit  the  organization  and  give  jurisdiction  to 
such  a  body  as  the  Grand  Encampment. 
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If  a  Grand  Commandery  which  joined  in  the  formation  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  reserved  rights  “though  not  then  specified,”  may  it 
not  be  that  the  subordinate  Commanderies  which  united  to  form  this 
Grand  Commandery  also  have  unspecified  reserved  rights.  And  if  it  is 
admitted  that  Grand  Commanderies  are  not  bound  by  the  constitution 
their  Representatives  have  made,  must  we  not  concede  that  subordi¬ 
nates  have  the  same  right  to  decline  obedience  to  the  Grand  Constitu¬ 
tions  that  have  been  made  for  them.  If  we  are  to  trace  back  for  the 
source  of  power,  must  we  not  look  for  it  in  the  subordinates  and  not  in 
the  Grand  Commanderies. 

We  believe  the  great  body  of  Templars  are  in  favor  of  the  regulation 
by  the  General  Law  of  the  very  matters  of  membership,  nomenclature, 
costume,  tactics  and  ritual  which  our  Massachusetts  fraters  demand 
shall  be  retained  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 
It  is  the  desire  of  every  Templar  that,  wherever  he  may  be,  all  his 
rights  and  privileges  shall  be  regulated  and  prescribed  by  a  general  law, 
and  not  by  the  local  custom,  however  ancient  it  may  be. 

The  claim  that  the  “statutes,  edicts,”  etc.,  have  no  relation  to  or 
binding  force  over  Grand  Commanderies  or  the  subordinates  allegient 
to  them,  but  apply  only  to  the  Commanderies  subordinate  to  the  Grand 
Encampment,  could  be  paralleled  only  by  a  statement  that  the  statutes 
of  a  Grand  Commandery  could  apply  only  to  the  Commanderies  under 
dispensation,  and  not  to  the  chartered  Commanderies. 

The  committee  seems  to  insist  upon  the  preservation  of  forms  of 
legislation,  because  of  their  local  derivation,  rather  than  by  reason  of 
any  special  right  or  privilege  which  may  be  thereby  obtained  or  pre¬ 
served  for  the  members  of  their  subordinate  bodies,  which  should  be 
the  end  aimed  at.  The  aim  of  this  report  is  to  sustain  the  rights  of 
Grand  Bodies,  rather  than  the  rights  of  members  of  subordinates,  and 
is  an  effort  to  preserve  customs  and  laws  peculiar  to  the  jurisdiction 
with  which  the  fraters  who  administer  them  may  be  more  in  sympathy 
than  those  who  are  administered  upon. 

Under  the  same  head,  the  Committee  on  Ritual  report 
progress,  etc.,  and  Brother  Ruckle  says: 

It  seems  that  even  in  Massachusetts  it  takes  a  committee  a  year  to 
find  out  what  the  only  true  ritual  is.  We  hope,  even  though  it  is 
printed,  that  it  will  prove  to  be  “historically,  phylologically  and  gram¬ 
matically  correct.” 

Under  Mississippi  we  find  the  following  very  excellent  argu¬ 
ment  in  refutation  of  the  fallacious  reasoning  of  Brother  Speed, 
attempting  to  prove  that  the  ritual  was  never  legally  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  : 
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The  reasoning  which  attempts  to  show  that  the  ritual  was  not  legally 
or  constitutionally  adopted  is  without  merit  or  strength.  The  claim  set 
up  that  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  in  regular 
session  to  prepare  and  present  for  consideration  at  a  future  conclave 
matters  then  referred  to  it,  should  be  required  to  insert  in  the  summons 
for  such  conclave  the  subject  matter  of  their  report,  or  even  a  reference 
to  their  intended  report,  is  utterly  beyond  reason.  The  proviso  of  Sec¬ 
tion  07  of  the  constitution  requires  that  any  member  intending  to 
submit  a  motion  relative  to  a  change  of  constitution,  statutes  and 
rituals,  shall  give  proper  notice  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  and  that  such 
notice  shall  be  inserted  in  the  summons.  There  is  no  reason  in  apply¬ 
ing  this  requirement,  which  relates  solely  to  matters  intended  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  to  a  subject  already  in  the  hands  of 
that  body,  and  formally  referred  to  a  standing  committee  for  considera¬ 
tion  and  report.  The  proposed  new  ritual,  or  revision  of  the  old  one, 
was  not  a  change  which  “a  member  intended  to  submit” — it  was  a 
change  already  submitted  in  a  regular  session  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  1883,  and  by  it  voted  to  be  considered  at  the  session  of  1886. 
Is  it  not  clear  that  Section  67  applies  only  to  the  matters  to  be  presented 
for  the  first  time,  and  not  to  those  which  have  already  been  presented 
and  referred  to  committees  for  consideration  ? 

It  is  strange  that  the  Right  Eminent  Sirs  of  Iowa  and  Mississippi 
who  were,  or  ought  to  have  been,  present  during  the  consideration  of 
the  ritual,  should  not  have  evolved  their  respective  arguments  until 
long  after  the  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  had  ended?  That 
the  ritual  was  to  be  considered  during  the  session  of  1886  was  known  to 
all  members  who  took  any  interest  in  the  business  of  the  conclave,  and 
no  objection  was  made  during  the  conclave  to  such  consideration. 

We  do  not  sympathize  with  the  tone  and  spirit  of  Sir  Speed’s  letter ; 
nor  can  we  hold  with  his  reasoning.  The  statements  made  as  to  the 
changes  between  the  ritual  sent  out  and  that  read  by  the  committee  do 
not  agree  with  the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Even  if  there  is  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  Grand  Master  to  inter¬ 
dict  and  “coerce,”  we  believe  the  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Iowa  are  wrong,  and  that  a  feeling  of  opposition  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  was  the  actuating  motive. 

Brother  Ruckle,  you  hit  the  nail  square  upon  the  head. 
The  whole  of  this  trouble  can  be  summed  up  as  an  “  opposition 
to  the  Grand  Encampment.”  Only  that  and  nothing  more. 
Is  it  not  funny  that  Massachusetts  and  Mississippi  should  shake 
hands  over  the  bloody  chasm?  However,  they  did  that  before 
1861.  In  those  days  each  claimed  to  be  a  sovereign,  independ¬ 
ent  government,  constituents,  but  not  subordinates  of  the 
federal  government  of  the  United  States.  That  political  ques- 


70 


Foreign  Correspondence. 


tion  was  settled  in  1861-65.  It  appears  that  a  very  similar 
question  is  now  pending  in  Templary,  and  these  two  States 
stand  on  this  Templar  question  just  as  they  did  on  the  political 
question  before  1861. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  of  seven  pages. 

He  does  not  agree  with  us  that  it  would  advance  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Masonic  Orders  by  allowing  the  ladies  to  witness 
more  of  our  ceremonies.  Sorry,  Brother  Nick,  to  hear  you  say 
so.  However,  we  knew  that  you  were  not  as  renowned  for 
gallantry  as  you  are  for  tactics  and  drill. 

We  give  the  conclusion  to  his  very  excellent  report  in  full: 

CONCLUSION. 

The  most  important  subject  discussed  is  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Iowa  upon  the  subject  of  the  ritual,  and  its  relation  to 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

The  essential  merits  of  the  ritual  adopted  in  1886  have,  in  a  legal 
.-sense,  but  little  weight  in  the  controversy,  the  questions  being  — firstly, 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  adopt  a  ritual ;  secondly, 
whether  the  manner  of  the  adoption  was  in  accordance  with  the  con¬ 
stitution  ;  and  thirdly,  whether  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Roome,  in 
suspending  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  was  within  his  powers. 

The  power  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  adopt  a  ritual  was  never 
publicly  disputed  before  1886;  nor,  to  our  remembrance,  was  it  denied 
in  1886.  In  fact,  the  loudest  complaints  against  the  General  Grand 
Body  up  to  that  time  were  based  upon  its  failure  to  adopt  a  ritual,  nor 
were  there  any  complaints  during  the  Triennial  of  1886  that  the  body 
was  proceeding  illegally  or  unconstitutionally  in  revising  or  adopting  a 
a  ritual ;  and  as  far  as  our  knowledge  goes,  the  question  of  want  of 
proper  notice  or  of  the  lack  of  a  constitutional  majority  or  of  a  quorum 
was  not  raised  at  that  time.  A  declaration  of  Grand  Master  Roome  as 
to  his  intention  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  new  ritual  passed  un¬ 
questioned. 

During  the  three  years  elapsing  between  the  Triennials  of  1883  and 
1886,  with  the  journal  showing  the  reference  of  the  ritual  presented  by 
Grand  Master  Dean,  and  the  declaration  that  the  facts  submitted 
showed  it  to  be  the  “  veritable”  ritual,  no  objections  were  made  in  any 
Grand  Commandery,  or  by  any  Grand  Commander,  as  far  as  records 
show,  to  its  consideration  or  adoption. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  general  acquiesence  in  the  promulgation  of 
the  original  work,  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  Webb  work,  the  one 
from  which  all  the  rituals  claimed  to  be  more  or  less  purely  derived. 

In  fact,  in  1862,  it  was  enjoined  upon  all  State  Grand  Commanderies 
and  subordinates  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to 
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use  the  ritual,  a  copy  of  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Most  Emi¬ 
nent  Grand  Master  (  French),  “being  the  same  which  is  in  use  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.” 

The  question  of  a  uniform  ritual  resolves  itself  into  the  problem 
whether  it  is  preferable  to  discover  and  use  the  genuine  original  ritual, 
“the  ancient  ritual,”  with  as  little  change  as  may  be,  or  shall  we  make 
up  a  new  ritual,  preserving  whatever  in  the  ceremonies  may  be  essen¬ 
tial,  but  looking  to  impressiveness  or  beauty,  without  regard  to  old 
forms  of  words. 


IOWA 


THE  twenty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  October 
18  and  19,  1888,  Sir  Clark  Varnum,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address,  with  the  various  general 
orders,  communications  and  the  appendix  to  the  same,  fills 
forty-five  pages. 

We  shall  not  pretend  to  take  up  this  address  in  detail.  Of 
course  the  most  of  it  is  filled  with  matter  relating  to  the  contro¬ 
versies  between  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  Grand 
Master  Roome  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

The  Queen,  in  Hamlet,  says  to  Polonias,  “  More  matter  with 
less  art.” 

We  wish  that  Sir  Varnum  had  followed  this  good  advice, 
but  he  has  not.  On  the  contrary  he  is  as  prolix  as  the  re¬ 
nowned  and  never-ending  Hobbs ;  no  end  of  words.  He  gives 
that  white  elephant,  the  “Templar  Park,”  an  airing. 

The  “new  ritual,”  as  Sir  Varnum  is  pleased  to  term  it,  and 
the  controversy  with  Grand  Master  Roome  is  the  principal 
matter  of  his  address. 

He  tells  us  all  about  how  monarchies,  despotisms  and  repub¬ 
lics  are  formed,  and  demonstrates  with  mathematical  precision 
that  Grand  Master  Roome  has  transcended  the  powers  given 
him  under  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States.  Sir  Varnum  makes  a 
very  elaborate  and  formidable  argument  upon  a  case  which  we 
think  was  not  and  is  not  before  the  court. 
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The  question  at  issue  is  not  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  new  ritual  at  all,  it  is  simply  a  question  of  fealty  and  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and 
whether  it  is  for  the  individual  or  for  the  Grand  Commanderies 
to  pass  upon  and  determine  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws 
and  decrees  enacted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States. 

When  we  admit  the  affirmative  of  this  proposition  we  accept 
anarchy  in  our  present  Templar  organization.  The  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  the  United  States  is  the  legislative,  judicial  and 
executive  of  the  government  of  Knights  Templars.  There  is 
no  higher  Templar  power  to  appeal  to.  It  is  the  only  body 
that  can  review  its  own  acts  or  those  of  its  officers. 

Iowa  begins  with  revolution,  instead  of  ending  with  it. 
They  should  have  waited  until  the  Grand  Encampment  had 
met  and  passed  upon  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Master.  Then,  if 
the  decision  was  not  satisfactory  to  them,  they  had  the  last 
remedy  known  to  a  people  for  real  or  imaginary  wrongs  — 
revolution. 

If  Sir  Varnum  is  correct  in  his  position,  then  that  is  the  end 
of  Masonic  government;  for  every  separate  body,  subordinate 
or  grand,  can  become  a  law  unto  itself  and  pass  upon  the  acts 
of  the  superior  body  and  accept  or  reject  them  as  they  please. 

The  Committee  on  Knightly  Courtesy  and  Jurisprudence 
made  an  elaborate  report,  fully  approving  of  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Commander  in  relation  to  the  “  new  ritual.”  The  com¬ 
mittee  demonstrated  to  its  own  satisfaction  and  that  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  that  no  ritual  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  therefore  Grand  Master 
Roome  is  all  wrong  and  Iowa  is  all  right. 

Suppose  that  one  of  Iowa’s  subordinate  bodies  should  meet 
and  resolve  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  itself  had 
exceeded  its  powers,  and  that  it  would  not  conform  to  them 
and  hoist  the  standard  of  revolt.  Then  how  would  it  be  ? 

They  have  quite  as  much  legal  right  to  do  that  as  had  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  to  take  the  course  she  did ! 

There  was  no  action  taken  in  regard  to  that  white  elephant, 
“Templar  Park.”  The  committee  was  continued  until  1889. 
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A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  first  four  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  to  confer  wdth  the  subordinate 
Commanderies  relative  to  a  pilgrimage  to  the  city  of  Washing¬ 
ton  during  the  Triennial  Conclave,  and  to  urge  as  many  of  the 
Knights  as  possible  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  for 
that  pilgrimage. 

The  Committee  on  Visitors  reported  that  while  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  representatives  from  the  Commanderies  wTas  unusually 
large,  and  the  number  of  visiting  Knights  from  their  own  jur¬ 
isdiction  was  in  excess  of  former  years,  no  Sir  Knight  from  any 
other  grand  jurisdiction  had  presented  himself  for  admission. 
Glad  to  hear  it. 


This  demonstrates  that  all  the  Knights  Templars  in  the 
United  States  are  not  imbued  with  that  independent  anarchist 
craze  which  seems  to  have  seized  upon  the  Knights  of  Iowa 
and  carried  them  into  rebellion. 


This  everlasting  and  acrimonious  denunciation  of  Grand 
Master  Roome  for  his  “  ipsi  dixit  f  his  official  edict  declaring 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  and  its  members  in  a  state  of 
disloyality  and  rebellion,  reminds  us  of  the  denunciations  that 
were  heaped  upon  the  head  of  a  renowmed  American  ruler  for 
his  “ ipsi  d.ixitv  in  1861.  The  condition  of  affairs  wras  very 
similar  in  both  cases. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  shows  that  there 
was  a  deficit  in  the  funds  last  year  of  $432.36. 

Sir  Varnum  was  re-elected  Grand  Commander  by  acclama¬ 
tion.  We  say  by  “acclamation,”  though  it  was  done  in  this 
way:  The  Grand  Commandery  instructed  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  cast  the  entire  vote  for  him. 


That  may  be  according  to  lawr  in  Iowa;  however,  that  would 
appear  to  be  of  little  consequence  with  them  at  present,  as 
they  seem  to  be  acting  under  sonfe  kind  of  Polish  or  Hungar¬ 
ian  lawr,  such  as  is  so  popular  in  certain  districts  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  wffiich,  upon  a  time,  materialized  in  a  grand  people’s 
uprising  against  the  law^s  of  Illinois  in  Hay  market  Square. 

Ten  pages  of  the  proceedings  are  devoted  to  a  biographical 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Sir  Clarke  Varnum.  The  style  is  much 
like  that  of  Abbot’s  life  of  Napoleon.  The  author  makes  Sir 
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Varnum  appear  as  a  most  wonderful  character.  We  believe 
that  he  is ! 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  a  committee  composed 
of  Sirs  T.  R.  Ereanbrack,  W.  L.  Babb  and  A.  F.  Armstrong. 
They  all  sign  the  report,  though  we  conclude  that  it  is  from 
the  pen  of  Sir  Ereanbrack. 

He  reprints  the  article  by  Sir  Frederick  Speed,  of  Missis¬ 
sippi,  in  full. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  notice  in  ten  pages. 

Fie  says : 

Passing  the  excellent  portrait  of  the  serene  countenance  of  the  Grand 
Commander  we  ascertained  that  the  forty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  was  opened  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  State  Capitol,  Columbus. 

He  says  the  annual  address  is  of  unusual  length  and  import¬ 
ance. 

Referring  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky  in  entering  into  and  con¬ 
spiring  with  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Cincinnati  Com¬ 
mandery  to  raise  a  disturbance,  the  committee  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

We  can  not  find  language  strong  enough  to  express  our  condenma* 
tion  of  the  baseness  shown  by  the  Kentucky  miscreant.  We  shall 
designate  him  as  a  Right  Eminent  Apostate.  That  insubordinate  Com¬ 
mandery  was  justly  dealt  with.  LAW  MUST  BE  MAINTAINED 
THOUGH  MEN  AND  COMMANDERIES  FALL.” 

The  capitals  are  ours. 

He  says,  “  Sir  Corson  ” — [We  wish  Brother  Ereanbrack  would 
spell  our  name  with  an  “a”  instead  of  an  “o”] — in  his  report 
slams  around  as  usual  and  boxes  Grand  Commanders  and 
committeemen  ad  libitum.  He  whacks  Sir  McGrue  in  fine 
style.” 

He  adds  as  a  finale : 

He  thumps  yours  respectfully  with  all  the  vigor  and  affection  of  a 
Sullivan.  His  knightly  love  is  laid  on  with  a  bludgeon. 

Well,  how  did  we  thump  “yours  respectfully?”  We  said: 

Sir  Ereanbrack  is  disposed  to  kick,  and  never  fails,  when  opportunity 
offers,  to  give  the  Grand  Encampment  a  hearty  kick.  In  this  respect 
he  is  a  worthy  successor  to  Guilbert. 
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it  now,  as  we  can  not  give  a  softer  interpretation  to  Brother 
Ercanbrack’s  love  taps  to  the  Grand  Encampment;  and,  we 
may  add,  that  we  don’t  believe  that  any  other  impartial  jury¬ 
man  can  pass  a  kinder  verdict  upon  our  brother’s  writings. 

He  reprints  the  Connejr  Tennessee  rot,  about  the  ritual,  in 
full.  Of  course;  if  not,  why  not? 

As  the  late  Lord  Dundreary  used  to  say,  u  Birds  of  a  feather 
flock  together,”  etc.  How  can  that  be?  Why,  there’s  only  one 
feather  between  two  birds!  That  is  about  all  there  is  between 
Iowa  and  Tennessee  at  the  present  writing. 

We  hope  that  there  is  a  good  time  coming  yet,  and  that  the 
Knights  of  Iowa  will  emerge  from  the  dark  cloud  of  disloyalty 
and  rebellion  which  now  obscures  them  from  among  the  loyal 
Masonic  Templars  of  the  United  States. 

Many  weeks  before  what  we  have  written  on  this  subject  has 
reached  our  readers,  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  will  have  passed  upon  the  Iowa  trouble^  We  believe, 
and  we  hope  that  for  the  future  health  and  prosperity  of 
American  Templary,  that  Grand  Master  Roome  will  be  sus¬ 
tained  by  an  overwhelming  endorsement,  such  as  will  forever 
suppress  any  future  attempt  at  anarchism  in  Masonry  or  Tem- 
plary  in  these  United  States. 


KANSAS 


THE  twentieth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Command- 
ery  was  held  in  Wichita,  May  8,  1888,  Sir  J.  Jay  Buck, 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commandery  had  a  grand  escort  from  the  hotel 
to  its  place  of  meeting,  with  all  the  pride,  pomp  and  circum¬ 
stance  of  glorious  war. 

The  Grand  Commander's  annual  address  is  a  modest  busi¬ 
ness  paper  occupying  only  six  pages,  including  some  corres¬ 
pondence. 

He  informs  us  that  this  was  the  twentieth  Annual  Conclave 
of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  that  they  were  then  enjoying 
the  hospitality  of  a  vigorous  city  of  nearly  forty  thousand 
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people,  where  twenty  years  ago  there  stood  not  more  than  two 
structures,  mere  excuses  of  homes.  Great  country  this  of  ours! 

It  appears  that  a  Commandery  in  Michigan  had  obtained 
permission  from  a  Commandery  in  Kansas  to  confer  the  orders 
upon  one  residing  in  Kansas.  They  had  duly  considered  his 
petition  and  elected  him,  the  Kansas  Commandery  having 
waived  jurisdiction.  It  further  appears  that  the  Commandery 
upon  consulting  with  their  Grand  Commander,  had  been 
directed  by  him  to  ask  confirmation  of  the  permission  from 
the  Grand  Commander  of  Kansas.  The  Grand  Commander  of 
Kansas  telegraphed  his  reply  ratifying  the  action  in  waiving 
jurisdiction,  in  which  we  think  he  was  right,  though  his  ap¬ 
proval  was  unnecessary.  In  this  connection  would  say,  we 
think  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  Michigan  should  have 
reported  that  the  Grand  Commandery  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  that  the  matter  of  jurisdiction  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
Commanderies,  the  Kansas  Commandery  having  waived  juris¬ 
diction.  That  was  all  that  was  required  under  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Commanderies  or  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States. 

There  has  been  more  or  less  of  this  kind  of  correspondency 
and  literature  indulged  in  during  the  past  few  years,  and  we 
think  it  would  be  well  if  it  were  understood  and  settled  that 
jurisdiction  belongs  to  the  Commandery  where  the  applicant 
resides,  and  that  body  having  waived  jurisdiction,  the  appli¬ 
cant  can  receive  the  orders  wherever  he  may  apply,  the  facts 
being  fully  stated  and  verified  in  the  application. 

He  granted  several  dispensations  for  Commanderies  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  religious  services  on  Ascension  Day  and  in  Easter 
Sunday  services ;  also,  to  several  Commanderies  to  receive  and 
act  on  petitions  on  short  time ;  also,  to  a  Commandery  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  services  on  Memorial  Day,  a  dispensation  which 
we  think  ought  not  to  have  been  granted,  and  yet  we  profess 
to  be  as  loyal  as  the  next  man  or  woman  either.  Also  other 
dispensations  for  several  occasions. 

He  decided  that  after  a  petition  for  the  orders  has  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee  for  investigation  it  may  be  withdrawn 
by  unanimous  consent.  Right,  whether  there  was  a  statute 
law  or  otherwise,  it  is  simply  justice  and  common  sense.  If 
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there  was  a  law  prohibiting  the  Grand  Commandery  from  act¬ 
ing,  we  would  have  to  acquiesce  and  accept  the  law  as  it  might 
be ;  in  this  case,  however,  common  law  would  seem  to  prevail, 
which  means  justice  and  common  sense. 

He  reports  the  following  curious  case:  A  Commandery,  at 
its  regular  meeting  in  May,  decided  to  “call  off”  until  Sep¬ 
tember  unless  convened  by  the  Eminent  Commander.  It 
appears  that  during  the  “  rest  ”  petitions  for  the  orders  were 
presented  to  the  Eminent  Commander,  and  he  called  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  regular  meeting  night  in  June,  and  the  petitions 
were  presented,  referred,  and  at  the  regular  conclave  in  July 
the  applicants  were  elected. 

The  reading  of  the  minutes  at  the  regular  conclave  in  Sep¬ 
tember  disclosed  these  facts,  whereupon  a  number  of  members 
of  the  Commandery  filed  a  written  protest  against  conferring 
the  orders  on  the  applicants  so  elected,  assigning  as  their 
reasons  therefor  that  the  candidates  had  not  been  duly  elected, 
the  meeting  being  special.  The  Grand  Commander  was  ap¬ 
pealed  to  to  visit  the  Commandery  in  person.  He  decided  that 
as  the  candidates  could  not  be  presumed  to  know  anything 
about  what  had  occurred  in  the  asylum,  and  as  no  bad  faith  on 
their  part  was  suggested,  therefore  the  elections  were  valid, 
and  the  only  way  to  prevent  their  receiving  the  orders  was  to 
make  the  ordinary  regular  objection,  and  he  suggested  that  a 
time  should  be  fixed  for  a  special  conclave,  at  or  before  which 
time  the  dissatisfied  fraters  could  decide  upon  the  course  they 
would  pursue. 

We  think  it  would  have  been  very  much  better  had  the 
Grand  Commander  declared  the  proceedings  void,  and  sus¬ 
pended  the  Commandery  for  ninety  days  or  some  other  period, 
as  a  slight  punishment  for  such  nonsensical  trifling. 

Here  is  another  curious  case : 

Can  a  Commandery  receive  and  act  upon  a  petition  wherein  after 
the  words  “  Christian  religion  ”  is  inserted  “  in  preference  to  any  other 
known  system  of  religion?” 

v  O 

I  returned  the  following  answer : 

Your  Commandery  can  not  receive  and  act  upon  that  petition.  A 
man  who  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  Christian  religion,  in  preference  to  any 
other  known  system  of  religion,  does  not  believe  in  anything  divinely 
religious. 
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Of  the  different  dogmas  that  are  presented  to  mankind,  he  simply 
thinks  that  one  the  least  objectionable. 

Templar  Masonry  implies  and  requires  a  belief  in  three  things: 

First — The  divinity  of  Christ. 

Second — His  vicarious  atonement. 

Third — Salvation  through  that  belief  and  obedience  to  “the  word” 
and  a  life  patterned  after  that  of  the  Savior. 

That  we  all  fall  short  of  our  model,  does  not  change  the  model. 

The  only  criticism  we  would  make  upon  this  action  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  is  that  he  indulged  in  too  much  rhetoric 
for  such  a  trifling  case.  Undoubtedly  the  applicant  was  a 
Masonic  crank  :  he  made  application  to  the  wrong  place.  He 
should  have  applied  to  some  irregular  Masonic  or  Templar 
organization.  Fellowrs  that  want  to  change  or  qualify  the 
petitions  and  Masonic  formulas  before  they  become  members  of 
an  organization  to  which  they  are  making  application,  should 
always  be  avoided.  If  more  attention  were  paid  to  such  cranky 
applications  by  the  lodges,  chapters,  commanderies,  and  con¬ 
sistories,  there  would  be  less  trouble  afterwards. 

The  proceedings  are  routine  and  local  in  character. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  the  Grand  General¬ 
issimo  be  appointed  to  look  after  and  secure  hotel  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  for  such 
Kansas  Knights  as  may  attend  the  Triennial  in  the  City  of 
Washington. 

Sir  Theophilis  Rodgers,  of  Topeka,  was  elected  Rt.  Em. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  John  H.  Brown,  of  Kansas  City, 
was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  two  beautiful  steel  por¬ 
traits  of  Past  Grand  Commanders  Henry  M.  Waters  and  Jacob 
DeWitt. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen 
of  Sir  John  H.  Brown. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  notice  in  five  pages. 

He  concurs  in  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Commander  Lyttle, 
that  there  should  be  a  general  law  permitting  Templars  to 
appear  in  public  in  uniform,  to  observe  with  religious  services 
Good  Friday,  Easter  and  Ascension  Day. 
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He  also  concurs  with  Grand  Commander  Lyttle  that  the 
code  of  statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  should  be  carefully 
collated  and  revised,  and  the  contradictory  provisions  now 
contained  in  it  be  removed. 

He  does  not  agree  with  Grand  Master  Roome  in  his  decision 
that  when  a  Grand  Commander  has  suspended  the  issuing  of 
certificates  of  good  standing  to  the  members  of  a  Commandery, 
whose  charter  has  been  arrested,  the  members  are  in  the  position 
of  suspended  Knights. 

We  believe  the  decision  to  be  correct.  However,  within  a 
fortnight  from  to-day  the  Grand  Encampment  itself  will  have 
passed  upon  this  decision,  which  we  will  have  to  accept  as  a 
settler. 

He  concurs  in  our  view  regarding  the  disciplining  of  Knights 
for  non-payment  of  dues. 

He  says,  “give  us  a  short  process  for  disposing  of  those  who 
do  not  pay  dues  promptly.” 

I,  V  v 

He  reports  that  he  has  always  been  with  us  on  the  show 
business,  that  he  is  opposed  to  too  much  of  it. 

He  also  agrees  with  us  in  regard  to  the  bad  effects  upon  the 
Order  resulting  from  the  practice  of  “rotation  in  office.”  We 
are  glad  to  find  that  Sir  Brown  and  ourselves  are  agreeing  on 
so  many  matters.  There  is  hope  yet  that  we  may  be  on  the 
same  platform  on  the  important  matters  relating  to  the  Order. 

Under  Tennessee  we  find  the  following: 

The  way  the  wind  begins  to  blow  there  is  a  day  of  reckoning  coming 
and  we  might  as  well  be  getting  our  books  ready  for  overhauling. 

If  we  may  be  permitted  to  prophecy,  Tennessee  will  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  examination  of  the  books.  Well,  dear 
Brother  Brown,  we  hope  to  meet  you  in  Washington  next 
month,  where  the  book  of  the  Seven  Seals  of  Templary  will  be 
opened.  Not  by  Tennessee,  however,  you  may  depend  upon 
that.  You  know,  Brother  Brown,  what  the  Apocalypse  says 
about  the  opening  of  the  book.  If  this  is  not  fresh  in  your 
mind  refer  to  it,  and  you  will  understand  why  I  sav  that  Ten- 
nessee  will  not  open  the  book. 
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KENTUCKY— 1889. 

npITE  forty-second  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Cynthiana,  May  22  and  23,  1889, 
Grand  Commander  Sir  Horace  January,  presiding. 

Several  Commanderies  formed  in  procession  and  escorted 
the  Grand  Commandery  to  church,  where  the  “Office  of  pub¬ 
lic  worship  ”  was  conducted  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  and  an 
eloquent  and  impressive  sermon  was  delivered  by  Sir  Knight 
Thomas  W.  Dudley,  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Kentucky. 

The  Grand  Commandery  then  proceeded  to  the  opera  house 
where  the  conclave  was  held.  An  appropriate  eloquent  ad¬ 
dress  of  welcome  was  delivered  by  the  Senior  Warden  of 
Cynthiana  Commandery,  responded  to  by  the  Rt.  Em.  Grand 
Commander. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  fills  fourteen  pages. 

Pie  reports  that  the  Order  was  never  more  prosperous  in  the 
State,  and  its  membership  never  more  active,  zealous  and  har¬ 
monious. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
in  relation  to  Iowa,  and  reports  that  in  compliance  with  it 
he  had  caused  the  same  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commanderies 
in  the  State,  and  directed  that  it  be  read  in  each  at  their  next 
stated  Conclave. 

He  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Order  in 
behalf  of  Dm  Masonic  Widows’  and  Orphans’  Plome. 

He  reports  having  granted  a  number  of  dispensations  to 
receive  and  act  upon  petitions  on  short  time. 

He  makes  appropriate  mention  of  the  distinguished  dead  of 
the  jurisdiction  during  the  year,  paying  the  following  just 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Knight  Robert  Morris : 

Eminent  Sir  Knight  Rob.  Morris, 

Past  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  Past  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander  of  Louisville  Commandery,  No.  1,  and  known  as  the  “  Poet 
Laureate  of  Freemasonry ,”  at  his  home  at  La  Grange,  Kentucky,  on  the 
31st  day  of  July,  1888,  laid  aside  his  well-worn  armor  and  passed  from 
the  life  militant  to  the  life  triumphant.  He  was  the  most  distinguished 
Freemason  of  his  age ;  a  simple  record  of  his  Masonic  career  would  fill 
volumes.  His  was  a  pure  and  unselfish  life,  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
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the  Order  he  loved  so  well.  His  fame  extended  to  many  lands,  and  his 
work  in  the  interest  of  Masonry  is  a  prized  heritage  to  the  Masonic 
world.  His  death  will  be  mourned,  his  virtues  commemorated,  and  his 
memory  revered  wherever  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  is  known. 

And  while  we  mourn  his  loss,  we  have  the  consolation  that  he  was 
gathered  as  a  sheaf  of  corn,  fully  ripe  for  the  harvest.  Long  life  was 
granted  him,  and  he  has  now  passed  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  re¬ 
wards  that  await  the  valiant  Templar.  He  who  so  eloquently  praised 
the  benefits  of  Freemasonry  here,  has  ere  this  had  a  full  realization  of 
their  perfect  glories  in  the  Lodge  eternal  and  on  high;  in  the  temple 
not  made  with  hands,  where  the  Grand  Master  of  the  universe  presides. 
“  lie  has  seen  the  King  in  his  beauty and  that  voice  which  was  on  earth 
so  sweetly  attuned  to  sing  the  odes  of  our  Order,  now  unites  in  tri¬ 
umphant  tones  with  the  grand  chorus  of  the  blood-washed  throng,  who 
around  the  throne  of  God  in  heaven  are  sipging  the  new  song  of  “  Moses 
and  the  Lamb.”  Truly  of  him  may  be  said,  “  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord ;  yea,  from  henceforth  saitli  the  spirit,  for  they 
do  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

News  of  the  death  of  Sir  Knight  Morris  was  promptly  communicated 
to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions,  and  appropriate  memorial  services  held 
by  them,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will  be  the  pleasure  of  this  body,  in  an 
appropriate  way,  to  pay  special  honor  to  the  memory  of  the  distinguished 
dead. 

He  also  makes  the  following  official  mention : 

Official  notice  has  also  been  sent  to  us  of  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Arkansas,  consequent  upon  the  death  by  assassina¬ 
tion  of 

Sir  Knight  John  Middleton  Clayton, 

Very  Eminent  Deputy  Grand  Commander.  Our  Brother  Sir  Knight 
was  beloved  in  his  home,  honored  in  his  community  and  in  his  State; 
and  the  “  deep  damnation  of  his  taking  off,”  in  a  manner  scarcely  par¬ 
alleled  among  an  enlightened  people,  excited  a  burst  of  indignation 
wherever  heard.  I  leave  for  you  to  say  whether  any  action  is  proper  by 
us  under  the  distressing  circumstances. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Jan¬ 
uary,  is  totally  blind.  This  affliction  came  upon  him  during 
his  term  as  Deputy  Grand  Commander  of  the  State. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  however,  elected  him  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  deserved  compliment  and  acknowledgment  to  a 
most  worthy  Sir  Knight. 

He  makes  due  acknowledgment  in  his  address  to  various 
officers  for  their  courteous  and  kind  attention  and  assistance 
rendered  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 
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A  ritual  or  ceremonial  service  for  public  worship  to  be  held 
on  the  first  day  of  each  Annual  Grand  Conclave,  was  submit¬ 
ted  by  the  special  committee  that  had  been  appointed  to 
prepare  it,  and  the  same  was  adopted,  and  is  printed  in  the 
proceedings.  The  committee  report  that  it  was  prepared  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Sir  Knight  Bishop  Dudley. 

Then  we  know  that  it  is  right. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  of  $1,323.26. 

We  find  but  little  of  general  interest  in  the  proceedings. 

Sir  Knight  John  G.  Montgomery,  of  Cynthiana,  was  elected 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  L.  D.  Croninger,  of  Coving¬ 
ton,  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were  publicly  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  opera  house  in  the  evening  of  the  second  day. 

Sir  Charles  R.  Woodruff  offered  the  following  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  forwarded  to  that  Grand  Body  for 
consideration  at  its  Triennial  Conclave  in  AVashington: 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  instructed  to  forward  the  fol¬ 
lowing  amendment  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
TJ.  S.  A.,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Summons: 

To  amend  Title  LI V  of  the  Code  of  Statutes,  so  as  to  read : 

Sec.  1.  The  rituals  as  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment  con¬ 
tain  all  of  the  essentials  of  the  work  in  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  and 
can  not  be  modified  or  abridged  except  by  its  authority. 

Sec.  2.  The  rituals  contain  those  things  which  a  Knight  obligates 
himself  to  believe  and  perform,  but  it  is  not  required  that  the  language 
of  said  rituals  shall  be  rigidly  adhered  to  in  conferring  the  Orders. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  that  it  is 
unkniglitly  and  unmasonic  for  any  Knight  Templar  to  go  into  any  place 
where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  wearing  any  part  of  his  Knight 
Templar  uniform,  and  that  subordinate  Commanderies  should  deal  with 
a  Knight  so  doing  as  they  would  for  other  Masonic  offenses. 

The  first  four  officers  were  instructed  to  provide  headquarters 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky 
at  AV ashington. 

It  is  said  that  the  public  reception  at  the  opera  house  on 
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Wednesday  evening  was  a  magnificent  affair.  The  decorated 
room  was  beautiful,  the  music  by  Trost’s  full  orchestra  was 
superb,  the  attendance  was  large  and  the  costumes  as  handsome 
as  ever  graced  a  ball-room  floor. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Command- 
eries  are  printed  with  the  proceedings,  also  the  statutes  and 
regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky,  also 
an  office  of  public  worship  for  Knights  Templars  prepared  by 
Bishop  Dudley  and  adopted  at  this  conclave. 

The  “  North,  East,  South  and  West  correspondence 5 5  is  again 
from  the  pen  of  Sir  Charles  R.  Woodruff. 

He  gives  brief  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all  the 
Templar  Grand  Bodies  in  the  United  States,  England,  Wales, 
and  Canada. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  five  pages. 

Sir  Woodruff  presents  a  very  excellent  summary  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  various  bodies  noticed.  He  makes  very 
sparing  contributions  of  original  matter. 

That  portion  of  his  report  under  the  head,  Special  Subjects, 
is  one  of  the  best  productions,  as  we  think,  that  ever  came 
from  Sir  Woodruff’s  pen.  We  would  like 4 to  print  it  entire; 
we  must  content  ourselves,  however,  with  the  following  extract 
from  it: 


THE  GRAND  MASTER  AND  THE  IOWA  TEMPLARS. 

In  our  report  of  last  year,  page  92,  upon  reviewing  Iowa,  we  quoted 
the  resolution  adopted  by  that  Grand  Commandery  in  1887,  which 
concluded  in  the  following  not  very  correct  but  quite  unmistakable 
language : 

“  We  approve  of  the  Grand  Commander’s  action  in  gathering  in  those 
books  (the  Grand  Encampment  rituals),  the  legality  of  whose  existence 
is  at  least  somewhat  doubtful,  and  we  recommend  that  the  matter  of 
the  ritual  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  remain  in  the  condition  it  now  is, 
until  the  next  Triennial  Conclave.” 

Upon  which  we  said:  “By  the  adoption  of  this  remarkable  resolu¬ 
tion  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  has  placed  itself  in  a  solitary  and 
questionable  attitude,  and  one  that  might  call  forth  the  attention  of  an 
alert  and  independent  Grand  Master.” 

In  common  with  the  vast  majority  of  Templars,  we  had  hoped  that 
the  newly  elected  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa  would  determine  this 
matter  in  the  interest  of  law  and  order,  and  call  a  Special  Grand  Con¬ 
clave  to  rescind  the  above  obnoxious  resolution,  and  to  replace  the 
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rituals  in  the  hands  of  all  Eminent  Commanders,  according  to  his 
manifest  duty  in  Templar  usage,  and  in  compliance  with  his  Knightly 
vows  of  obedience  and  fealty. 

That  dignitary  has  seen  tit,  however,  to  pursue  a  different  course, 
and  instead  of  endeavoring  to  “  smooth  the  wrinkled  front  of  war,”  he 
forthwith  engaged  in  a  voluminous  correspondence  with  the  Grand 
Master,  which  culminated  in  the  edict  of  non-intercourse. 

The  unanimity  with  which  the  Iowa  Templars  have  adhered  to 
Grand  Commander  Varnum,  and  fully  indorsed  him,  seems  an  inex¬ 
plicable  phenomenon,  unless,  perhaps,  it  arises  from  a  species  of  clan¬ 
ship —  an  attachment  to  men,  or  to  a  man,  rather  than  a  devotion  to 
principles. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  rebellious  attitude  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Iowa,  the  paramount  question  is  that  of  obedience.  The 
habit  of  obedience  is  essential  to  the  prosperity,  to  the  usefulness,  and 
to  the  very  existence  of  our  beloved  Order.  The  ancient  Templars 
found  the  rule  of  St.  Bernard  all  sufficient,  but  more  modern  religious 
confraternities  have  found  it  salutary  to  adopt  and  enforce  much 
stricter  rules. 

We  can  not  see,  however,  wherein  the  fundamental  Templar  law 
does  not  give  to  the  Grand  Master  plenary  authority  to  enforce  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  behests  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  it  now  remains 
for  its  members  to  sustain  and  uphold  the  right  in  the  interest  of  im¬ 
perative  justice,  and  to  “hew  to  the  line,  let  the  chips  fall  where  they 
may.” 

Here  is  the  case  in  a  nut-shell : 

The  Grand  Encampment  revised,  corrected,  and  adopted  a  ritual, 
and  made  the  use  of  it  mandatory. 

The  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa,  of  his  own  volition,  withdrew  said 
rituals  from  use  in  his  jurisdiction,  and  his  Grand  Commandery  after¬ 
wards  approved  and  indorsed  this  act,  and  passed  resolutions  nullifying 
the  Grand  Encampment  law. 

The  succeeding  Grand  Commander  assumed  a  still  more  arrogant 
attitude,  which  resulted  in  punishment  from  the  Head  of  the  Order  by 
the  issuance  of  an  edict  of  non-intercourse. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa  has  since  re-affinned  its  former 
legislation,  and  re-elected  its  Grand  Commander. 

“Are  Knights  Templars  slaves,  to  obey  the  commands  of  a  despot,  or 
are  they  free  and  reasoning  human  beings?” 

This  is  the  sophistical  quibble  that  is  cried  aloud  in  all  its  changes. 

Slaves  have  nothing  to  do,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  framing 
the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed. 

Freemasons  and  Knights  Templars  make  their  own  laws,  elect  their 
own  judges,  and  bind  themselves  to  stand  to  and  abide  by  their  own 
acts. 
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LOUISIANA— 1889. 

'np HE  twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  New  Orleans,  February  15,  1889, 
Sir  Albert  G.  Brice,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  fills  twenty-two 
pages. 

He  reports  that — 

Peace,  health  and  plenty  have  rewarded  labor  in  the  field,  workshop 
and  counting  house. 

Templar  Masonry  is  a  plant  flourishing  only  in  a  healthy,  moral 
atmosphere.  Where  ignorance,  intolerance,  bigotry  or  vice  rules,  it 
does  not  prosper.  Among  the  good,  the  wise,  the  observant  of  the 
moral  law,  the  believers  in  the  Sublime  teachings  of  Jesus,  it  flourishes. 
Not  a  religion,  it  is  its  handmaid. 

Templary  teaches  the  necessity  of  a  firm  belief  in  the  fundamental 
religious  truths  of  Christianity. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
relating  to  Iowa,  and  he  ordered  the  subordinate  Command- 
eries  in  the  jurisdiction  to  observe  it. 

Fie  makes  a  good  presentation  of  the  Iowa  trouble  and  goes 
into  the  subject  at  great  length.  He  reaches  the  conclusion  in 
a  most  logical  manner  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Knight  to 
accept  the  interpretation  of  the  will  of  the  Grand  Master,  con¬ 
forming  to  his  orders.  If  his  interpretations  of  the  will  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  has  been  erroneous,  that  Grand  Body  at 
its  coming  session  will  correct  such  error. 

Perfectly  correct  and  just  what  ought  to  be  and  will  be  done. 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  Grand  Master 
Roome’s  edict : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Commander,  report  that  they  concur  in  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
him,  and  especially  as  to  the  nature  and  ends  proposed  by  our  organi¬ 
zation. 

We  recommend  that  the  appointment  of  Representatives  be  approved. 

We  recommend  that  the  official  acts  of  the  Grand  Commander  be 
affirmed,  and  agree  as  to  the  correctness  of  his  rulings  as  being  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  Templar  jurisprudence  and  the  statutes  of  the  Order. 

Co u rteou sly  sub n litte d , 

J.  Q.  A.  Fellows, 
A.  L.  Abbott. 
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The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  committee,  concurs  in  the  report, 
except  so  much  as  endorses  the  approval  of  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  in  the  matter  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  submits  his 
views  in  the  following  resolution,  of  which  he  recommends  the  adoption : 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  Grand 
Master  Boomc  exceeded  his  powers  in  interdicting  knightly  intercourse 
with  all  our  fraters  of  Iowa. 


Joseph  P.  IIornor. 


After  considerable  discussion  the  minority  report  (Sir  Hor- 
nor’s  )  was  adopted. 

Sir  David  Rea  Graham  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  Richard  Lambert  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

W e  find  nothing  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  subordinates 
are  printed  in  the  proceedings. 


THE  thirty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  Portland,  May  9,  1889,  Sir  Joseph 
A.  Locke,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper,  which, 
with  the  general  orders,  etc.,  included  in  it,  fills  twenty-three 
pages. 

lie  refers  in  appropriate  terms  to  the  distinguished  members 
vvho  have  deceased  during  the  year;  to  that  of  Bro.  Robert 
Morris  in  the  following  language : 

One  only,  will  I  refer  to  personally,  for  he  belonged  to  us  all,  Robert 
Morris,  Masonic  Poet  Laureate,  who  departed  this  life  at  his  home,  the 
Three  Cedars,  La  Grange,  Kentucky,  July  31,  1888. 

Many  an  one  present  will  recall  the  genial  smile  and  kindly  word  of 
our  departed  frater,  and  now  that  he  is  gone,  will  prize  more  highly  than 
ever  the  slight  token  of  remembrance  received  from  his  hand. 

I  quote  from  his  words : 


“  Green  live  the  deeds  of  our  friend, 
Sweet  is  his  virtue’s  perfume ; 
Prayers  from  his  soul  did  ascend, 
Pure  as  the  dewy-washed  bloom  ; 
Open  his  heart  as  the  day, 

Prompt  to  yield  Heaven  its  due  ; 
Strong  to  give  virtue  the  sway ; 
Heart-warm  his  pity,  and  true  ” 
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He  granted  dispensations  to  several  Commanderies  to  receive 
and  act  upon  petitions  on  short  time;  to  Commanderies  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  celebrating  Bunker  Hill  Day,  also  to  a  Commandery 
to  act  as  escort  to  a  lodge  and  participate  with  it  in  religious 
services  on  Sunday. 

We  think  we  hear  the  question  come  up  from  Tennessee: 
Was  not  this  sectarian  ?  It  does  not  hurt  our  feelings  at  all, 
but  we  have  evidence  that  we  have  a  dear  friend  in  Tennessee 
who  is  very  sensitive  about  anything  being  connected  with 
Masonry  that  savors  of  sectarianism. 

He  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  give  a  recep¬ 
tion  and  ball;  also  to  several  of  the  Commanderies  to  make 
visitations  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine;  also  to  several 
Commanderies  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  to  visit 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Maine. 

He  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to 
join  with  a  Grand  Army  Post  in  the  observance  of  Memorial 
Day. 

*'  _  V. 

Served  them  right,  say  we. 

He  granted  a  dispensation  for  one  new  Commandery. 

Among  his  decisions  we  find  the  following : 

A  Sir  Knight,  who  had  been  a  member  of  a  Commandery  for  some 
time  asked  a  dimit,  which  was  granted.  A  Sir  Knight  proposed  his 
name  for  honorary  membership;  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  the  next  stated  conclave.  Can  he  be  elected  an  honorary  member, 
being  a  non-affiliate  ?  If  so,  does  it  require  a  secret  and  unanimous 
ballot,  or  is  a  majority  vote  sufficient? 

I  called  for  a  copy  of  the  by-laws  of  this  Commandery  which  pro¬ 
vide  as  follows:  “  Knights  Templars,  who  have  been  eminently  useful 
to  the  institution  generally,  or  to  this  Commandery  particularly,  may 
be  admitted  honorary  members  of  this  Commandery,  by  an  unanimous 
ballot  of  the  members  present,  &c.” 

I  answered  as  follows:  Under  this  by-law  a  member  of  any  other 
Commandery,  as  well  as  of  *  *  *  Commandery,  is  eligible  to  honor¬ 
ary  membership ;  only  he  must  be  elected  by  a  unanimous  ballot,  and 
in  my  opinion  it  should  be  a  secret  ballot. 

The  next  question  is,  can  a  non-affiliate  be  so  elected  ?  When  your 
Commandery  granted  him  a  dimit,  you  left  him  in  good  standing;  and 
I  know  of  no  law  preventing  a  non-affiliate  from  being  elected  to  hon¬ 
orary  membership,  but  such  honorary  membership  will  give  him  no 
rights  of  action  or  voting  in  your  Commandery. 
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We  think  the  decision  was  wrong. 

The  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  title  38,  section  6,  reads: 

“  A  Commandery  may  elect  as  an  honorary  member  a  member  of 
another  Commandery .” 

Section  7  provides — 

“The  election  of  a  member  of  the  same  Commandery  as  an  honorary 
member  deprives  him  of  none  of  the  rights  of  active  membership.” 

However,  it  is  only  members  of  a  Commandery  that  are 
eligible  to  election  as  honorary  members. 

He  decided  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  receive  petitions 
for  the  orders  from  parties  residing  in  the  Province  of  Canada, 
especially  within  the  jurisdiction  of  St.  John  and  St.  Stephens 
Encampments  in  New  Brunswick,  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  those  two  bodies.  Also  St.  John  Preceptory  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sovereign  Grand  Priory  of  Canada. 

He  reports  several  official  visitations  attended  with  the  usual 
concomitants,  banquets  and  “  Adam’s  ale ;  ”  we  presume  there 
was  nothing  stronger  as  this  was  in  Maine. 

He  reports  having  received  the  edict  of  Grand  Master  Roome 
in  relation  to  Iowa.  Commenting  upon  which  he  says : 

It  is  not  for  us  to  consider  or  discuss  whether  or  not  the  ritual  was 
constitutionally  and  properly  adopted.  Under  the  constitution  which 
we  have  obligated  ourselves  to  support,  it  is  our  duty  to  obey  the  edict 
of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master. 

He  has  the  following  on  the  subject  of  the  new  ritual: 

The  new  ritual  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at  St. 
Louis  in  1886. 

All  Commanderies  in  this  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  my  information  ex¬ 
tends,  have  now  adopted  it ;  several  were  reluctant  to  part  with  the  old 
work,  with  which  they  were  so  familiar,  and  to  re-learn  a  new  one,  the 
permanency  of  which  was  somewhat  doubtful  on  account  of  its  many 
inconsistencies.  Yet  like  true  Knights  they  have  obeyed,  in  the  hope 
that  at  the  coming  conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  its  crudities  and 
inconsistencies  may  be  corrected,  and  the  same  made  a  beautiful,  con¬ 
sistent  and  complete  ritual. 

There  are  many  things  in  the  new  ritual  to  be  admired,  and  could  it 
have  been  revised  or  corrected  by  a  clerical  ritualist,  would  be  far  su¬ 
perior  to  our  old  work. 
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"'<■  '  ■’  •  ■;  I  !::•  1  in  mind  to  appoint  a  committee  to  revis ?  tie*  va  i  * 
and  report  at  this  conclave  such  alterations  as  they  deemed  necessary, 
that  iu  your  wisdom  you  might  take  action  thereon  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  had  conferred  with  several 
of  our  best  ritualists  thereon,  when  I  learned  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Kliode  Island  had  appointed  such  a 
committee,  and  that  said  committee  had  sent  out  to  their  best  ritualists 
a  revised  ritual  for  corrections  and  suggestions.  I  made  request  for 
copies  of  the  same  through  B.  E.  Sir  E.  L.  Freeman,  of  that  jurisdiction, 
which  were  courteously  sent  me,  and  I  immediately  forwarded  the  same, 
so  far  as  able,  to  past  and  present  Grand  Officers,  with  the  request  that 
thev  would  call  together  their  ritualists,  examine  the  same  and  reuort 
to  me  the  first  week  in  April  any  corrections  and  suggestions  they  had 
to  make.  This  was  done.  I  then  called  together  several  of  our  E.  Sir 
Knights  in  Portland  and  vicinity;  we  examined  the  work  with  the  criti¬ 
cisms  and  suggestions  received,  and  immediately  thereafter  forwarded 


to  B.  E.  and  Bev.  H.  W.  Bugg,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Massachusetts 
and  Bhode  Island,  and  chairman  of  their  committee,  such  suggestions 
and  alterations  only  as  met  the  unanimous  approval  of  all  our  Sir  Knights 
examining  the  work. 


I  think  it  for  the  best  interest  of  Templar  Masonry  in  the  United 
States  that  the  work  be  uniform.  To  this  end,  no  one  jurisdiction 
should  set  itself  up  as  alone  qualified  to  determine  what  the  ritual 
•  shall  be ;  each  should  yield  somewhat  for  the  general  good. 


He  requested  copies  of  the  ritual  which  was  being  prepared 
or  had  been  prepared  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  His  request  was  courteously  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Massachusetts,  as  we  have  read  somewhere,  has  been  raising 
a  terrible  hubbub  about  the  Grand  Encampment  having 
printed  and  distributed  the  ritual,  one  copy  to  each  Commandery. 

We  are  now  informed  that  Massachusetts  has  printed  a  large 
edition  of  a  proposed  Red  Cross  and  Templar  ritual,  which  is 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States 
in  Washington.  One  copy  to  be  given  to  each  member  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  and  we  do  not  know  who  besides. 

This  report  from  the  Grand  Commander  of  Maine  is  unmis¬ 
takable  evidence  that  Massachusetts  has  printed  the  ritual.  We 
hope  that  this  will  he  explained  in  the  Grand  Encampment 
next  month. 

lie  reports  that  a  committee  had  secured  suitable  head- 
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quarters  for  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Maine  at  the  Arlington 
Hotel  in  Washington  for  the  Triennial. 

The  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Generalissimo  and  Captain- 
General  also  submitted  reports  of  their  official  doings  during 
the  year. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  $1,084.88. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  proceedings : 

Resolved ,  That  the  question  of  disseminating  the  ritual  be  referred  to 
our  representatives  at  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  that  they  be  re¬ 
quested  to  see  that  the  matter  is  brought  before  that  body. 

Sir  Joseph  A.  Locke,  of  Portland,  was  re-elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  Ira  Berry  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  experienced 
pen  of  Brother  Ira  Berry. 

He  notices  the  proceedings  of  thirty-four  Templar  Grand 
Bodies,  filling  fifty-six  pages. 

Under  Alabama  we  find  the  following: 

“It  is  strange  that  the  Grand  Prelates  are  so  often  absent.  Why  is 
it?  The  proceedings  reviewed  in  this  report  show  that  in  Wisconsin, 
Virginia,  Kansas,  Georgia,  Oregon,  North  Carolina,  Dakota,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Minnesota  and  New  York,  the  Grand  Prelates  wore 
not  at  their  posts.” 

For  Maine,  we  answer:  In  1886  our  Grand  Prelate,  an  Episcopal 
rector,  had  left  the  jurisdiction,  and  a  layman  was  elected  to  his  place 
for  lack  of  an  eligible  clergyman.  He  resided  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
state  and  could  not  attend  the  conclave  of  1887.  At  that  conclave  the 
place  was  filled  by  another  clergyman  who  attended  promptly  in  1888. 
Probably  the  absence  of  Grand  Prelates  is  due  to  the  fact  that  clergy¬ 
men  are  subject  to  frequent  removals  from  the  nature  of  their  avocation. 

A  very  good  apology  for  the  absence  of  the  prelates,  and  it  is 
just  as  Brother  Berry  states  it,  and  we  join  with  him  in  this 
general  apology  for  them.  They  are  not  masters  of  their  own 
time. 

Under  Massachusetts  we  quote  : 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  asked  for  more  time,  and  permission  to 
report  in  print.  This,  after  objection  and  debate,  was  permitted. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  it  is  safer  for  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  to  print  than  for  the  Grand  Encampment, 
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and  we  suppose  we  may  be  permitted  to  still  persist  in  our  approval  of 
the  Massachusetts  resolution  of  1887. 

‘‘That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 
deprecates  and  repudiates  the  printing  of  the  esoteric  ritual  of  Templar 
Masonry  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  U.  S.'! 

Brother  Berry,  we  score  one  for  you ;  this  is  a  square  expos¬ 
ure  of  the  inconsistency  of  dear  old  Massachusetts.  The  only 
explanation  of  the  matter  that  occurs  to  us  is  this:  Massa¬ 
chusetts  was  offended  because  the  Grand  Encampment  did 
not  print  and  make  more  liberal  distribution  of  the  ritual 
adopted  at  St.  Louis. 

We  are  informed  that  Massachusetts  PRINTED  500  COPIES 
of  her  proposed  ritual  —  the  one  that  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  —  for  the  use  of  her  members  and  others. 

The  following  occurs  under  New  York,  Grand  Recorder 
Macoy  arguing  the  propriety  of  each  Templar  having  a  coat- 
of-arms,  said: 

That  in  the  crusades  every  soldier  who  slew  a  Saracen  or  performed 
some  remarkable  military  exploit  was  accounted  noble  and  so  entitled 
to  a  coat-of-arms. 

Upon  which  Brother  Berry  comments  as  follows  —  it  is  too 
good  to  be  lost  : 

It  would  not  be  convenient,  now-a-days,  to  slay  a  Saracen,  but  per¬ 
haps  a  Noble  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  would  do.  There  are  plenty  of  them 
handy.  Still  better,  if  the  Nobles  object  to  being  slain,  we  might  have 
an  order  of  Heraldry,  in  which  we  could  exemplify  the  slaying  of  a 
Shriner,  and  thus  entitle  the  candidate  to  choose  a  coat-of-arms.  The 
device  could  commemorate  the  deed.  If  the  Shriner  were  a  grocer, 
and  the  candidate  a  printer,  for  example,  the  'candidate  could  adopt  a 
composing-stick  rampant  over  a  cheese-knife  couchant.  Some  of  course 
would  prefer  to  choose  devices  significant  of  their  professions.  Thus  a 
saloon-keeper  might  select  a  bar  sinister,  sable  on  a  field  argent,  with  the 
motto  Recueillez  toujours.  The  possibilities  are  immense  and  the  field 
for  stud}-  wide. 

He  pays  a  very  beautiful  and  most  appropriate  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Bro.  John  W.  Simmons,  deceased. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  two  pages.  Commenting  upon 
what  wTe  said  in  our  report  of  last  year,  approving  of  the  plan  in 
vogue  in  some  Commanderies  of  suspending  or  expelling  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  non-payment  of  dues,  vThen,  in  fact,  the  action  is  for  the 
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purpose  of  getting  rid  of  an  unworthy  member,  a  short  way 
of  trying  him  for  unknightly  conduct,  he  says : 

This  is  something  like  surrendering  a  charter  and  taking  out  a  new 
one  to  get  rid  of  a  member,  who  stops  all  work,  with  black  balls.  It  is 
unjust  but  works  well.” 

Quoting  from  our  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  ritual  last 
year,  vindicating  the  committee  from  the  charges  of  having- 
tampered  with  the  original  manuscript,  or  having  exceeded  the 
authority  which  was  confided  to  them,  etc.,  Brother  Berry  says: 

We  are  surprised  at  this,  for  Massachusetts  Templars  say  material 
changes  were  made.  Sir  Knight  Stephenson,  who  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  can  perhaps  settle  this  question. 

Brother  Berry,  you  have  called  one  of  our  witnesses.  Sir 
Stephenson  can  settle  the  question,  and  I  predict  that  Massa¬ 
chusetts  will  lose  the  case  if  she  depends  upon  Brother  Ste¬ 
phenson. 

In  confirmation  of  his  statement,  and  which  we  called  in 
question  last  year,  that  the  orders  came  to  us  from  military 
lodges  and  were  undoubtedly  controlled  by  militar}^  lodges  in 
England  for  many  years  before  regular  Priories  were  established, 
he  says : 

Our  argument  is  this : 

The  historian  Gould  considers  that  the  Templar  Rite  originated  with 
the  Clermont  Rite  or  the  Rite  of  Strict  Observance  about  1754. 

It  first  appeared  in  America  in  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  in  Boston,  in  1769. 
That  was  a  Scottish  lodge :  but  the  orders  were  not  given  in  Scotland  so 
early,  and  we  must  look  for  another  source.  This  wTe  find  in  the  lodges 
attached  to  the  14th  and  29th  Royal  Regiments,  which  took  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge  in  1769  and  furnished  the 
two  wardens,  with  General  Warren  as  Grand  Master.  This  close  affilia¬ 
tion  with  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge  in  that  year,  makes  it  very  evident  that 
the  regimental  lodges  brought  over  the  Templar  Orders  at  that  time. 
Brother  Hugh  an,  the  English  historian,  looked  this  matter  carefully  up 
for  us,  and  agreed  with  our  conclusion,  and  informed  us  that  the  14th 
Regiment  lodge  was  under  the  Atholl  Grand  Lodge. 

The  question  then  comes  up :  why  are  no  traces  of  the  orders  to  be 
found  in  England  until  nearly  twenty  years  later? 

The  answer  evidently  is :  because  the  records  of  the  military  lodges 
are  not  accessible,  and  the  civic  lodges  had  not  taken  it  up. 

We  are  depending  on  our  kind  friends,  Brothers  Hughan  and  Gould, 
to  inform  us  when  they  find  traces  of  the  Order  in  England  between 
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1760  and  1670,  and  in  the  meantime  we  think  we  are  safe  in  asserting 
that  the  orders  “were  chiefly  controlled  by  military  orders  in  England 
for  many  years  before  regular  Priories  were  established.” 

Rather  thin,  Brother  Berry,  and  we  are  anxiously  waiting 
for  some  better  testimony.  If  any  is  to  be  found  in  England 
we  think  that  Brother  Hughan  is  the  man  to  unearth  it. 

He  agrees  with  us  in  being  opposed  to  the  indiscriminate  use 
of  high  sounding  titles  in  public. 

He  says  California  is  the  only  Grand  Commandery,  except 
Maine,  that  prints  its  report  on  correspondence  in  its  proper 
place.  This  must  be  so,  for  there  are  two  out  of  some  two-score 
who  say  that  it  is  the  only  proper  place.  There  are  thirty-eight 
stubborn  correspondents.  Too  bad,  almost  as  bad  as  the  eleven 
stubborn  jurymen  who  would  not  agree  with  the  one  man,  he 
being  unanimous  as  to  the  verdict. 

Pity  it  is  that  such  things  are,  but  it  is  so  in  this  stubborn 
world.  There  are  some  people  who  will  never  agree. 

Commenting  upon  that  old  warrant  of  1805,  which  the  Great 
Priory  of  England  and  Wales  printed,  and  which  we  have  re¬ 
printed  under  England  and  Wales,  he  has  the  following,  which 
we  commend  to  the  careful  reading  of  those  who  take  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  early  history  and  archaeology  of  Masonic  Templary : 

A  copy  of  an  old  Warrant  dated  1805  is  published,  which  shows  that 
the  Order  was  then  called  Knights  Templers  of  Jerusalem.  Will  Sir 
Knight  Dadmun  accept  that?  It  also  speaks  of  preserving  the  dignity 
of  the  Royal  Craft !  which,  Great  Prior  Moore  will  notice,  indicates  a 
close  connection  with  Craft  Masonry.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that 
the  costume  was  a  black  sash  and  an  apron  bound  with  black.  The  Duke 
of  Kent,  wTho  granted  the  Warrant,  was  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Encampment.  How  natural  all  that  sounds  to  us,  and  how 
strange  to  English  and  Canadian  ears.  And  because  we  adhere  to  the 
style  of  1805,  we  are  told  that  w~e  are  only  imitators  of  the  true  and 
ancient  English  and  Canadian  Templars,  who  have  changed  their  forms 
whenever  a  generation  with  new  ideas  came  into  the  field. 

Wre  reprint  Brother  Berry’s  very  valuable  table  of  statistics 
entire.  Masonic  and  Templar  statistics  has  been  a  specialty 
with  him  for  many  years.  Among  all  the  correspondents  he 
stands  first  in  this  line,  though  Brother  Mayo,  of  Missouri,  has 
entered  the  field  as  a  competitor  for  the  honor : 
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STATISTICS. 

For  statistics  in  advance  of  publication  we  are  indebted  to  Grand 
Recorders  Dunnington  of  West  Virginia,  Connor  of  Tennessee,  Cron- 
inger  of  Kentucky,  Cleaves  of  New  Hampshire,  Meyer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Reynolds  of  Vermont  and  Rowley  of  Dakota,  who  will  please  accept  our 
thanks. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Pennsylvania  heads  the  list  with  8380  against 
New  York’s  8117.  It  is  true  Pennsylvania  returns  are  seven  months 
later,  but  New  York  only  gained  123  last  year,  against  Pennsylvania’s 
gain  of  412,  so  that  she  apparently  can  not  make  it  up  in  October. 

All  but  four  jurisdictions  gained  during  the  year.  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island  stood  second  with,  346  gain,  Ohio  third,  with  301,  better 
than  in  years  when  she  has  had  no  internal  dissensions;  Nebraska  gains 
276  (in  two  years),  Minnesota  143,  California  and  Illinois  each  141, 
Wisconsin  129,  Iowa  119,  Maine  113,  etc.  Vermont  has  got  ahead  of 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  Tennessee  are  still  twins,  but  Nebraska  has  got 
away.  Minnesota  is  drawing  ahead  of  Connecticut  and  Kentucky. 

The  total  membership  in  the  United  States  has  increased  3036,  which 
is  four  per  cent.,  the  same  as  last  year. 


COMPARISON  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  STATISTICS. 


Templars. 

Royal  Arch. 

M.  Masons.  Percentage  of 

Templars  to  M.  M’: 

1881 

53,734 

127,105 

567,128 

9. 47  2 

1882 

5£>,186 

128,557 

566,149 

9.75 

1883 

59,835 

132,737 

579,826 

10.32 

1884 

65,396 

137,617 

587,321 

11.131 

1885 

68,226 

140,960 

593,164 

11.50 

1886 

70,154 

142,194 

596,464 

11.761 

1887 

73,274 

146,339 

605,508 

12.00 

1888 

76,260 

149,903 

615,136 

12.39| 

1889 

79,255 

630,960 

12.56 

Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio. 


95 


General  Table. 


GRAND  <2 

CO 

COM  MAN  DERIES.  £ 

££ 
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K  nigh ted. 

A  ffiliated. 

i 

Re-instated. 

1 

'd 

o 
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Suspended  & 

Dropped. 

Expelled. 

Deceased. 

. 

s- 

C 

,  p- 

2* 

M 

oS 

hA 

Alabama,  May  16. .  .1888 

6 

220 

23 

8 

0 

3 

5 

0 

6 

202 

Arkansas,  April  23 . .  1889 

10 

388 

62 

5 

0 

15 

5 

0 

4 

362 

California,  April  18  .1889 

29 

2,307 

157 

62 

3 

39 

15 

1 

3  < 

2,166 

Colorado,  Sept.  21. . .  1888 

14 

776 

67 

22 

0 

16 

15 

0 

9 

727 

Connecticut,  May  19.1889 

11 

1,594 

97 

6 

5 

10 

8 

0 

15 

1,523 

Dakota.  June  6 . 1889 

11 

621 

100 

24 

0 

21 

5 

0 

9 

532 

Georgia,  April  18  . .  .1888 

6 

390 

42 

9 

1 

13 

10 

0 

10 

39C 

Illinois,  Oct  23 . 1888 

58 

7,080 

459 

69 

24 

164 

103 

5 

59 

6,939 

Indiana,  April  30  . . .  1889 

31 

2,696 

186 

26 

9 

73 

33 

2 

OO 

OO 

2,6i7 

Iowa,  Oct.  18 . 1888 

51 

3,720 

290 

56 

2 

140 

39 

1 

49 

3,601 

Kansas,  May  16 . 1888 

30 

1,875 

177 

46 

15 

55 

9 

2 

18 

1,875 

Kentucky,  May  22 . .  1889 

23 

1,563 

106 

22 

8 

43 

26 

0 

19 

1,514 

Louisiana,  Feb.  15.  .1889 

4 

303 

11 

2 

1 

5 

2 

0 

O 

O 

305 

Maine,  May  9 . 1889 

18 

2,178 

177 

21 

1 

35 

21 

0 

30 

2,065 

Maryland,  Nov.  27. . .  1888 

8 

849 

56 

9 

11 

18 

13 

0 

19 

819 

Mass.  &R.  I.,  Oct.  26.1888 

41 

7,563 

594 

56 

2 

90 

39 

0 

112 

7,217 

Michigan,  May  15. .  .1888 

39 

3,923 

222 

24 

11 

90 

53 

0 

48 

3,923 

Minnesota,  June  25.1888 

19 

1,689 

140 

31 

5 

41 

1 

0 

8 

1,546 

Mississippi,  Feb.  12.1889 

12 

225 

7 

2 

4 

3 

7 

0 

8 

237 

Missouri,  Mav  8 . 1888 

52 

2,873 

159 

49 

10 

131 

63 

0 

29 

2,874 

Montana,  May  14 . . .  1888 

4 

202 

88 

29 

1 

14 

15 

1 

4 

202 

Nebraska,  April  30.  .1889 

18 

1,132 

131 

21 

1 

19 

10 

0 

8 

856 

N.  Hainp.,  Sept.  25.  .1888 

10 

1,379 

83 

.... 

8 

14 

8 

0 

17 

1,336 

New  Jersey,  May  12.1889 

16 

1,298 

97 

6 

0 

29 

54 

0 

14 

1,267 

New  York,  Oct.  9. .  .1888 

56 

8,117 

530 

56 

32 

116 

250 

0 

129 

7,994 

N.  Carolina,  Aug.  1.1888 

8 

208 

21 

2 

0 

8 

1 

0 

9 

195 

Ohio,  Aug.  28 . ,1888 

45 

5,944 

554 

212 

52 

194 

253 

6 

64 

5,643 

Oregon,  Oct.  9 . 1888 

3 

181 

12 

O 

O 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

174 

Penn.,  May  28 . 1889 

63 

8,380 

603 

71 

11 

108 

84 

2 

106 

7,968 

Tennessee,  Mav  14.  .1889 

Id 

881 

60 

25 

0 

23 

5 

0 

1 

844 

Texas,  April  18 . 1 888 

22 

1,155 

82 

6 

0 

12 

0 

0 

14 

1,155 

Vermont,  June  11 . . .  1889 

10 

1,040 

79 

11 

0 

19 

10 

0 

11 

978 

Virginia,  Nov.  13...  1888 

17 

906 

89 

8 

1 

27 

11 

0 

21 

902 

Washington  T.,June  8, ’88 

5 

175 

42 

6 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

. 

W.  Virginia,  May  8.1889 

9 

434 

42 

4 

1 

9 

5 

0 

4 

405 

Wisconsin,  Oct.  9. .  .1888 

22 

2,062 

146 

17 

7 

66 

2 

0 

19 

1,933 

Wyoming  T.,  July  11.1888 

3 

162 

167 

G.  En.  subordinates.  1886 

29 

1,860 

1,860 

Total  in  U.  S . 1889 

827 

78,349 

5791 

1026 

226 

1664 

1183 

18 

942 

75,313 

Canada,  July  17 . 1888 

28 

906 

94 

0 

0 

41 

21 

0 

11 

947 

England  &  Wales. .  .1889 

108 

2,900 

2,909 

Ireland . 1889 

41 

1,300 

1,300 

Scotland . 1889 

10 

450 

450 

Victoria,  Australia .  .1888 

3 

74 

13 

Total  in  world . 1889 

1017 

83,979 

5898 

1026 

226 

1705 

1204!  18 

953 

80,910 
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In  his  conclusion,  and  giving  his  views  as  to  what  should 
be  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  says : 

Let  Grand  Encampment  law  be  obligatory  upon  its  subordinates  and 
recommendatory  to  Grand  Commanderies,  and  it  will  be  almost  unani¬ 
mously  observed,  while  harmony  and  peace  will  reign  from  Quoddy 
Head  to  the  Golden  Gate. 

Just  so,  Brother  Berry.  Then  the  Grand  Encampment  will 
be  almost  as  grand  a  body  as  is  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States.  It  has  been  so  thoroughly  emasculated 
that  it  does  not  amount  to — well,  it  only  lives  because  it  is 
under  the  protectorate, —  if  we  may  he  allowed  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  to  use  this  political  phrase — of  Templary  which  requires 
that  every  applicant  for  the  orders  shall  be  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

We  regard  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  of 
the  United  States  as  the  grandest  and  most  powerful  Masonic 
organization  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  we  attribute  this 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  national  organization  very  similar  in  its 
government  to  that  of  the  United  States.  We  people  of  free 
America  did  not  realize  that  we  had  a  national  general  govern¬ 
ment  until  1861  came  upon  us,  nor  did  we  Knights  Templars 
appreciate  and  realize  the  prestige,  grandeur  and  honor  that 
could  come  to  the  Order  until  after  the  present  constitution 
was  adopted  giving  it  full  power.  Then  it  became  a  great  and 
powerful  national  organization. 

Take  from  it  its  national  characteristics  and  its  powers  will 
sink  into  insignificance. 

A  so-called  national  body  or  organization  without  sovereign 
powers,  is  a  puerile  and  ridiculous  sham! 

Brother  Berry,  as  usual,  makes  a  very  excellent  report. 
The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 
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MARYLAND— 1888. 


HE  eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 


mandery  was  held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  November 


27  and  28,  1888,  Sir  J.  A.  Chas.  Kahler,  Rt.  Em.  Grand 


Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  eight  pages. 

He  recommends  that  the  representative  to  the  next  Trien¬ 
nial  be  instructed  to  act  in  accordance  with  any  resolution 
having  as  its  end  the  recalling  of  the  present  ritual,  and  the 
issuing  of  such  as  may  embody  the  essential  features  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Order. 

He  reports  that  the  National  Ritual  was  sent  to  the  Com- 
manderies,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  him  to  state  that  the 
officers  promptly  learned  the  work,  and  are  conferring  the 
orders  accordingly. 

He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
interdicting  Templar  intercourse  with  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Iowa,  and  he  caused  the  same  to  he  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
manderies. 

He  makes  official  announcement  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Commander  Henry  W.  Morrison. 

The  question  was  asked  him,  if  a  certain  portion  of  the 
new  ritual  was  to  be  obeyed  liter&lly.  He  replied  that  inas¬ 
much  as  the  ritual  had  been  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  obey  it  literally. 

He  reports  having  granted  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery 
in  West  Virginia  to  receive  the  petitions  of,  and  if  elected,  to 
confer  the  orders  upon  a  number  of  companions  residing 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Maryland. 

This  is  something  novel  to  us.  We  have  always  thought 
that  jurisdiction  belonged  to  the  Commanderies,  and  not  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  or  the  Grand  Commander  at  all.  We 
don’t  believe  that  the  Grand  Commander  is  authorized  to  grant 
permission  waiving  jurisdiction. 

He  also  granted  a  similar  dispensation  to  Commanderies  in 
other  jurisdictions. 
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The  proceedings  are  routine  and  almost  entirely  local  in 
character. 

The  Grand  Commanderies  of  Washington,  Wyoming  and 
Montana  receive  fraternal  recognition. 

One  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to  aid  Sir  Knight  E. 
T.  Shultz  in  the  publishing  of  his  history  of  Templar  Masonry 
in  Maryland. 

Money  well  expended.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  Grand 
Commanderies  will  follow  this  good  example,  and  encourage 
and  support  literary  enterprises  in  the  interest  of  the  Order. 

Sir  Charles  McDonald,  Jr.,  was  elected  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  John  Henry  Miller  was  elected  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Ferdi¬ 
nand  J.  S.  Gorgas.  It  fills  141  pages. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  notice  in  three  and  one  half  pages. 

He  devotes  nearly  a  page  to  vindicating  himself  for  using 
the  suffix  “M.  D.”  to  his  name,  we  having  referred  to  this  in 
our  last  year’s  report.  In  his  defense  he  extols  his  many  good 
qualities,  and  informs  us  that  he  “  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow.” 

In  the  language  of  our  esteemed  Tennessee  contemporary, 
who  is  ever  sensitive  in  his  wish  to  have  quotations  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures  dead  letter  perfect,  we  are  compelled  to  say  to 
our  esteemed  Maryland  brother  that  he  misquotes  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  this.  He  should  have  said  “face”  instead  of 
“  brow  !  ” 

He  informs  us  that  he  has  received  $50.00  from  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Maryland  for  his  report  on  correspondence, 
“  every  cent  of  which  has  been  religiously  expended  for  charitable 
purposes ,”  and  more  of  the  same  sort. 

At  first  we  felt  like  making  some  reply,  then  it  occurred  to 
us  that  our  dear  Maryland  brother  has  been  so  unmercifully 
handled  by  our  venerable  Bro.  Albert  Pike  during  the  past 
year,  that  it  would  be  cruelty  in  us  to  attempt  to  add  anything 
to  what  has  been  said  by  Brother  Pike  about  our  dear  brother 
of  Maryland. 

Under  Tennessee  we  find  the  Connor  rot  on  the  ritual  inex- 
tenso;  of  course  we  expected  this.  Altogether  Sir  Gorgas 
makes  a  very  readable  and  interesting  report. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  and  RHODE  ISLAND. 


1888. 


HE  Semi-Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery 

C- 


was  held  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  May  25,  1888, 


Sir  George  H.  Allen,  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding.  The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper. 
Pie  informs  us  that  this  is  the  eighty-second  Semi-Annual 
Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery. 

He  makes  official  announcement  of  the  death  of  Sir  Wm. 
Sewell  Gardner,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States.  Announces  that  the  first  edition  of 
tactics  and  drill  had  been  printed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Grand  Recorder,  for  sale  at  the  nominal  price  of  fifty  cents. 
Very  little  interest  had  been  manifested  the  Sir  Knights  in 
the  work,  as  only  twenty-one  copies  had  been  called  for  in  the 
past  six  months. 

There  are  7,563  Knights  Templars  in  that  grand  jurisdiction, 
only  twenty-one  of  them  wanted  copies  of  the  tactics  and 
drill  at  the  nominal  price,  too,  of  fifty  cents. 

To  us  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  showing.  We  prefer  that 
the  tastes  of  the  Knights  should  be  directed  to  a  different  style 
of  Templar  literature. 

He  reports  having  granted  several  dispensations  to  Com- 
manderies  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  on  short  time. 
Also,  that  he  had  granted  dispensations  to  several  Command- 
eries  to  appear  in  uniform  in  public  upon  various  occasions. 

Among  his  decisions  he  reports  the  following :  A  Com¬ 
mander  asks  the  question,  “  What  is  the  correct  ritual  of  the 
Order  of  Malta  to  be  used  in  this  grand  jurisdiction?”  Add¬ 
ing,  “that  he  was  unable,  after  making  diligent  search  and 
inquiry,  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  Malta  Ritual  that  had 
been  adopted  and  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,”  etc. 

The  Grand  Commander  replied  “that  it  was  his  view  and 
that  of  the  Past  Commander’s  (?)  that  the  subject  matter  in¬ 
quired  about  was  for  the  Grand  Commandeiy  to  declare.” 

He  also  advised  the  inquiring  Commander  that  a  complete 
copy  of  the  ritual  could  he  found  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
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Recorder,  placed  there  for  the  inspection  of  Eminent  Com¬ 
manders. 

At  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  held 
in  San  Francisco  in  1883,  a  ritual  or  ceremonial  for  the  con¬ 
ferring  of  the  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Malta  was  adopted.  It 
was  arranged  in  two  forms, —  one  called  the  short  form,  the 
other  the  full  ceremony. 

These  two  forms  were  adopted  as  the  only  authorized  cere¬ 
monials  allowed  to  be  used  in  conferring  the  order  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

The  paltry  excuse  now  set  up  by  some  for  not  conforming 
to  the  Knight  Templars  ritual,  because  it  was  not  constitution¬ 
ally  adopted,  does  not  apply  to  the  ritual  of  Malta  at  all ! 

Why  was  it  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  did  not  conform  to  the  law  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  when  the  Malta  Ritual  was 
adopted?  Simply  because  she  has  determined  to  be  a  law 
unto  herself. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual,  appointed  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
clave  in  1887,  reported  that  they  were  unable  to  complete  their 
work  in  time  for  this  conclave,  and  asked  to  be  continued,  with 
permission  to  report  in  print,  setting  forth  in  the  clearest 
manner  possible  all  changes  and  amendments  which  they  pro¬ 
posed  ;  also,  to  give  as  much  of  the  text  of  the  rituals  recently 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  as  might  be  needed  to 
show  the  points  of  correspondence  and  differences. 

This  report  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  and  strong  opposition 
was  made  to  the  printing  as  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Finally,  however,  the  committee  was  authorized  to  print 
enough  copies  to  supply  every  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
who  asks  for  it  under  such  restrictions  as  the  committee  may 
impose  ! 

And  this  was  done  by  the  very  men  who  have  been  and  are 
so  fierce  in  criticising  and  denouncing  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  the  ritual  committee  of  that  Grand  Body,  for  printing  the 
rituals  adopted  at  San  Francisco  and  St.  Louis! 

“0  consistency,  indeed  but  thou  art  a  jewel.”  We  do  not, 
however,  find  that  the  Knights  of  Massachusetts  are  adorned 
therewith. 
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Grand  Commander  Allen  presented  a  magnificent  banner  to 
the  Grand  Commandery.  It  was  accepted  with  thanks,  and 
he,  as  Grand  Commander,  was  requested  to  consecrate  it. 

Great  heavens !  We  may  next  expect  the  seven  sacraments 
and  holy  water. 

The  special  committee  upon  the  reciprocal  relations  existing 
between  the  Grand  Commandery  and  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States,  made  an  elaborate  report,  arguing  that 
the  Grand  Encampment  has  no  powers  except  such  as  have 
been  conceded  to  it  by  the  Grand  Commanderies,  concluding 
with  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

First.  They  are  of  opinion  that  in  all  matters  of  general  and  federal 
concern,  Grand  Encampment  is  the  governing  body ,  and  in  those  relations 
is  entitled  to  the  allegiance  and  loyal  support  of  Grand  Commanderies. 

Second.  They  are  of  opinion  that  all  matters  of  Membership,  Nomen¬ 
clature,  Costume,  Tactics,  Ritual,  and  all  affairs  of  local  administration 
are  inherently  within  the  province  and  authority  of  the  respective  Grand 
Commanderies,  they  having  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
subordinates  within  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Grand  Commanderies. 

Third.  Thst  the  permanent  peace  and  harmony  of  Templar  Masonry, 
and  the  usefulness  of  the  Order,  depend  upon  the  lawful  exercise  of  the 
powers  and  duties  appertaining  to  these  Grand  Bodies  within  their  respec¬ 
tive  jurisdictions  and  under  their  defined  limitations  as  above  set  forth. 

During  all  the  years  that  the  ritual  subject  was  before  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  why  was  it  that 
Massachusetts  and  other  jurisdictions  that  are  now  raising 
such  a  hubbub  about  the  Grand  Encampment  assuming  un¬ 
constitutional  rights,  why  was  it  that  they  did  not  then 
protest  against  the  consideration  of  the  ritual? 

Every  Grand  Commandery  that  is  now  in  open  or  sympa¬ 
thetic  rebellion  against  the  Grand  Encampment,  participated 
in  the  legislation,  not  one  of  them  raising  the  question  that  it 
was  unconstitutional. 

The  eighty- second  Annual  Conclave- of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  the  City  of  Boston,  October  26,  1888,  Sir 
George  H.  Allen,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander's  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  seven  pages. 

He  reports  having  received  from  the  Grand  Recorder  of 
Tennessee  a  copy  of  the  action  of  that  Grand  Body,  pointing 
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out  errors,  etc.,  in  the  new  ritual.  This  he  forwarded  to  the 
Committee  on  Ritual. 

Referring  to  the  approaching  Triennial  Conclave  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  he  urges  a  large  attendance  from  Massachusetts,  saying 
that  it  is  very  possible  that  subjects  of  as  great  importance  as 
ever  came  before  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States- 
may  be  presented,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  was  the  originator  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  it 
should  be  represented  by  a  committee  having  these  matters 
particularly  in  charge. 

In  the  language  of  Falstaff— 

“  Methinks  you  prescribe  to  yourself  very  preposterously.” 

As  we  have  learned  the  history  of  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  no  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  participated  in  it,  it  was  simply  done  by  individuals 
from  Commanderies,  and  although  the  organization  took  place 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights 
Templars  of  that  State,  which  had  been  organized  two  years 
before,  took  no  part  in  it;  and  at  the  second  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  held  in  the  City  of  New  York  in  1819, 
there  were  only  two  State  Grand  Commanderies  represented, 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  New  York. 

The  constitution  adopted  at  the  organization  in  1816, 
Section  4  provided  that  the  General  Grand  Master,  Deputy 
General  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Generalissimo  were  severally 
authorized  and  empowered  to  visit  and  preside  in  any  assembly 
of  the  Red  Cross  Knights  Templars,  and  Knights  of  Malta 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment.  and  to  give  such  instructions  and  directions  as  the  good  of 
the  institution  may  require,  always  adhering  to  the  ancient 
landmarks. 

This  looks  as  though  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  very  inception,  had  powers  not  delegated  to  it  by 
the  State  Grand  Commanderies. 

The  fact  is  that  all  this  talk  about  the  Grand  Encampment 
having  only  such  powers  as  were  granted  it  by  the  State  Grand 
Commanderies,  is  the  merest  twaddle. 

We  are  informed  that  the  banner  presented  by  Brother 
Allen  was  duly  consecrated.  Gloria,  in  excelsis. 
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Sir  E.  L.  Freeman,  of  Central  Falls,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  of  Boston,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  was  submitted  by 
three  writers,  Bros.  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Henry  W.  Rugg,  and 
John  W.  Dadmun. 

Each  writer  appears  to  have  delighted  himself  in  making 
the  Grand  Encampment  ritual  a  target  for  sarcasm  and  ugly 
criticism ! 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  b}^  Brother  Dadmun  in  seven  pages. 

He  says  that  the  clean-cut,  steel-plate  likeness  of  Sir  Lafayette 
Lyttle,  Grand  Commander,  which  adorns  the  Ohio  proceedings, 
indicates  the  firmness  and  will  of  the  writer  who  never  acknowl¬ 
edges  defeat. 

He  quotes  Grand  Commander  Lyttle’s  report  that  he  had 
caused  the  old  rituals  to  be  destroyed  by  fire,  making  the  fol¬ 
lowing  comment  upon  this  action  : 

By  what  right  did  the  Grand  Commander  destroy  "the  property  of  his 
Grand  Commandery  ?  It  may  be  one  of  his  prerogatives,  if  so  it  is  some¬ 
thing  new  to  us! 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  an  educated  gentleman,  who  does  not 
use  bad  grammar,  nor  bad  history,  and  who  was  reared  and  has 
lived  all  his  life  under  the  shadow  of  Cambridge,  should  not  be 
able  to  understand  so  small  a  matter.  The  graduates  of  the 
;£  log  school  houses”  of  the  West  see  through  this  problem 
without  an}7  trouble.  Too  much  Cambridge  sometimes  dwarfs 
a  man  and  makes  him  hypercritical ! 

Then  Brother  Dadmun  discovers  that  inasmuch  as  the  Emi¬ 
nent  Commander  of  Cyprus  Commandery  refused  to  surrender 
his  ritual,  therefore  he  concludes  that  all  the  old  rituals  were 
not  burned! 

Fie  informs  us  that  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  there 
has  been  no  printed  work  in  Lodge,  Chapter,  or  Commandery, 
and  no  authorized  manuscripts  of  the  wTork,  except  such  as 
have  been  carefully  and  securely  kept  in  the  archives.  “  Ex¬ 
cept  ”  is  a  convenient  word,  and  has  served  as  an  excuse  for 
dealing  in  contraband  Masonic  literature. 

Who  is  to  draw  the  line  between  the  exoteric  and  the  eso¬ 
teric  portion  of  the  ceremonial  ? 
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He  says  no  Grand  Body  can  absolve  a  Templar  from  his 
obligations.  Suppose  that  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  should  eliminate  the  Red  Cross  from  its  list  of 
grades,  would  not  that  absolve  Brother  Dadmun  from  his  obli¬ 
gation,  that  he  would  not  be  present  at  the  conferring  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  upon  any  one  who  had  not  received 
that  grade? 

We  are  only  obligated  to  the  law  as  may  be  at  the  time. 
The  laws  may  be  changed  by  the  power  that  makes  them,  and 
when  the  legal  power  changes  them  we  are  absolved  from  our 
obligation  to  the  old  regulations. 

Too  much  of  the  “  shadow  of  Cambridge.”  Brother  Dadman 
says : 

At  the  risk  ot‘  getting  what  we  have  not  got — a  “sorehead  ” — we  will 
ask  one  or  two  questions.  How  did  it  happen  (or  was  it  intended? )  that 
the  Committee  on  Rituals  made  such  a  radical  change  as  to  leave  out 
the  last  clause  of  the  old  S.  O.,  the  very  clause  that  gives  it  the  peculiar 
force  of  the  S.  0.,  and  it  covers  all  the  preceding  degrees,  etc.,  and  sets 
forth  the  unity  of  symbolic,  Capitular  and  Templar  Masonry  ? 

Another  question,  in  close  connection  with  the  preceding— Who  is 
responsible  for  the  substitution  of  the  clause  “fate  of  the  Apostle,  Judas 
Iscariot?”  These,  with  others  we  might  name,  are  “ material .” 

Inasmuch  as  we  have  had  the  honor  of  being  a  part  of  the 
committee  that  arranged  the  ritual  adopted  by  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  the  United  States,  we  will  answer  Brother 
Dadmun’s  interrogatory. 

First.  The  committee  made  no  change  in  the  S.  0.  They 
gave  it  precisely  as  they  found  it,  and  as  it  is  to-day  in  the 
manuscript  confided  to  them,  and  it  was  adopted  as  it  is  in 
open  Grand  Encampment  in  Chicago  in  1880,  after  a  two 
hour’s  discussion  by  the  big  guns  of  the  Order. 

Second.  Who  was  responsible  ?  etc. 

The  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  not  the 
committee !  The  phraseology  referred  to  was  adopted  in  open 
session  as  before  stated. 

Brother  Bower,  of  Iowa,  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ritual  at  the  time,  and  participated  in  the  debate.  We  believe 
that  he  was  the  author  of  the  language  as  adopted. 

Grand  Master  Roome  participated  in  the  discussion. 

As  for  ourselves,  we  never  opened  our  mouth  on  the  subject, 
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and  we  do  not  feel  in  any  degree  responsible  for  the  S.  0.  as  it 
now  stands,  though,  we  will  add,  that  we  were  ready  and  will¬ 
ing  to  accept  almost  anything  as  a  substitute  for  the  horrible 
language  then  in  use. 

Brother  Dadmun  says  that  whole  pages  of  the  new  ritual 

need  to  be  re-written,  and  the  historical,  phylological  and 

grammatical  errors  eliminated.  Instead  of  no  two  agreeing 

upon  this  subject,  he  says  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 

may  be  said  to  be  a  unit,  as  he  has  yet  to  find  the  first  Templar 

who  is  satisfied  with  it.  Materially  different  from  the  manu- 

«/ 

script,  as  he  claims  that  it  is,  he  says  that  it  can  not  be  a  legal 
document,  the  committee  being  absolutely  limited  to  the 
manuscript. 

Brother  Dadmun,  when  you  say  that  the  ritual  as  submitted 
by  the  committee  is  materially  different  from  the  manuscript 
confided  to  them,  you  say  something  that  you  know  nothing 
about,  for  you  have  not  compared  the  two,  and  wTe  say  to  you, 
and  without  fear  of  truthful  contradiction,  that dt  is  not  materi¬ 
ally  different  from  the  manuscript .  We  will  add  that  the  portions 
of  the  ritual  that  have  been  the  most  severely  criticised  as  to 
grammar,  etc.,  are  verbatim  from  the  rituals  then  said  to  have 
been  in  use  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 

You  are  correct,  we  never  said  that  we  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  ritual,  for  we  are  not.  We  think  if  the  preparation 
of  a  ritual  had  been  left  to  us  entirely,  we  could  and  would  have 
produced  a  much  better  one.  We,  however,  had  to  take  the 
matter  as  we  found  it.  If  a  proposition  had  been  made  to 
submit  the  ritual  to  a  committee  to  correct  typographical  and 
grammatical  errors  contained  in  the  ritual,  for  there  are  some, 
but  none  so  serious  as  some  over-fastidious  would  make  out, 
we  would  not  have  made  the  slightest  objection  or  complaint. 

The  attempt  is  being  made  to  fasten  the  responsibility  for 
the  imperfections  of  this  ritual  upon  the  committee.  This  has 
been  done,  is  being  done,  by  some  through  ignorance,  by  others 
out  of  pure  malevolence.  This  we  resent. 

When  it  is  charged  that  the  committee  did  not  faithfully 
discharge  the  duty  assigned  to  it ;  when  it  is  charged  that  the 
ritual  differs  materially  in  language  from  the  manuscript; 
when  it  is  charged  that  the  S.  0.  with  its  Judas  Iscariot,  the 
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apostle,  was  made  by  the  committee;  when  it  is  charged  that 
they  eliminated  anything  from  the  S.  0.  which  was  given  to 
them,  we  most  indignantly  deny  any  and  all  such  insinua¬ 
tions  and  charges.  We  do  not  care  from  what  source  they 
come,  we  hurl  them  back  as  false  ! 

Brother  Dadmun  says  “that  no  changes  should  ever  be  made 
in  the  organic  law  of  Templary  without  the  consent  of  two 
thirds  of  the  constituent  Grand  Commanderies.  They  are  not 
subordinates  T 

That  old  constitution  adopted  in  1816,  and  which  Massachu¬ 
setts  claims  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  law  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment,  has  the  following : 

Section  7.  The  General  Grand  Encampment  shall  be  competent, 
on  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  its  members  present  at  any  time  hereafter, 
to  revise,  amend  and  alter  this  constitution. 

How  is  that  Brother  Dadmun?  Then  you  say  they  are  not 
subordinates.  Let  us  see. 

That  old  constitution  provided  that  whenever  there  should 
be  three  or  more  Commanderies  instituted  or  holden  under  this 
constitution ,  in  any  one  State,  a  Grand  Encampment  may  be 
formed  in  such  State  after  obtaining  the  approbation  and  consent 
of  the  General  Grand  Master,  the  Deputy  General  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter,  or  the  General  Grand.  Encampment. 

To  us  this  looks  very  like  making  Grand  Commanderies 
subordinates,  though  they  may  be,  as  Brother  Dadmun  says, 
constituents.  The  difference,  however,  as  we  read  the  law,  is 
so  infinitesimal  that  it  would  take  a  man  residing  “  within  the 
shadow  of  Cambridge  ”  to  see  it. 

He  says  that  nine  makes  a  quorum,  and  they  may  make 
laws  and  adopt  rituals,  claiming  to  be  a  general  body  for  thirty- 
six  State  Grand  Commanderies  and  75,000  Knights  Templars. 

Well  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  only  nine  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  of  the 
United  States  should  be  present  at  a  Triennial  Conclave.  The 
total  membership  of  the  Grand  Encampment  being  about  75,000, 
each  of  these  nine  members  would  represent  a  constituency  of 
about  8,500  members. 

Now,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  about 
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300  members,  and  the  population  of  the  United  States  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  about  65,000,000 ;  therefore,  each  member  repre¬ 
sents  a  constituency  of  about  216,000. 

Does  not  this,  even  accepting  the  extreme  case  which  Brother 
Dadmun  presents,  of  only  nine  members  legislating  for  the 
entire  Order,  compare  favorably  with  our  republican  form  of 
government,  where  one  man  represents  a  constituency  of  about 
216,000? 

He  sa}rs  that  in  1887  printed  rituals  of  the  secret  work  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  Temple  were  forwarded  with  instructions  to 
distribute  them  to  the  subordinates  of  our  Grand  Commanderv. 
We  deny  that  the  secret  work  tvas  thus  distributed. 

Massachusetts  has  gone  far  beyond  anything  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  did,  by  printing  the  rituals,  and  placing  them  in 
the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Under  Tennessee  he  savs: 

%! 

V 

The  subject  that  will  excite  the  most  interest  in  these  proceedings  is 
the  calm  knightly  manner  with  which  the  committee  treat  the  new 

ritual. 


Most  wonderful ! 

For  dogmatic,  supercilious,  coxcombry  in  criticism  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  rot  is  far  ahead  of  anything  we  have  ever  encountered 
in  ancient  or  modern  literature. 

That  “calm  knightly”  committee  in  the  most  arrogant,  self- 
conceited,  pragmatical  manner  indulges  in  the  following  choice 
phrases  and  epithets : 


Wrong  officer  presides ;  gross  blunder  ;  six  important  errors;  entire 
page  should  be  re-written  ;  ceremony  bad  ;  strike  out  in  all  lines,  etc. ; 
ful]  of  errors,  too  numerous  to  attempt  to  point  out;  address  very  poor; 
scriptures  misquoted  twice ;  three  misquotings;  bad  English;  the  ad¬ 
dress  very  poor ;  the  address  of  the  H.  P.  to  Z.  is  wretched  stuff;  O.  B. 
badly  written;  the  “challenge”  abominable  nonsense;  lines  one  to 
fourteen  wretched  stuff;  that  formation  is  all  wrong;  address  of  the  S. 
M.  shamefully  had;  that  of  M.  J.  equally  so;  response  of  Z.  not  as  clever 
as  it  can  be  made;  “good-night”  is  bosh  ;  take  twist  out  of  line  twenty- 
nine  ;  address  of  8.  M.  vile;  “  welcome  ”  clumsy  and  awkward ;  use 
“inform  ”  for  “  warn;  ”  this  awkward  ceremonial  should  not  be  inflicted 
upon  Gommanderies ;  page  41  open  to  sectarian  criticism;  page  42,  nine 
errors  on  this  page. 
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And  in  conclusion  Sir  Dadmun  has  the  following: 

Wo  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  there  will  never  be  perfect 
harmony  between  the  Grand  Encampment  and  State  Grand  Command- 
eries  until  there  is  a  thorough  revision  of  the  Code  of  Statutes,  and  the 
powers  of  each  are  clearly  defined.  And  that  that  can  not  be  done  by 
the  Grand  Encampment,  but  may  be  done  by  a  committee  composed  of 
representatives  of  all  the  State  Grand  Commanderies.  There  is  want  of 
confidence  in  the  ability — or  rather,  perhaps,  disposition — of  the  Grand 
Encampment  to  deal  justly  with  its  constituents.  Most  of  the  laws 
passed  are  carried  through  by  a  few,  while  the  great  majority  are  at¬ 
tending  to  parades,  drills  and  feasts.  The  passage  of  the  rituals  of  all 
the  Orders  may  be  cited  as  an  example.  Probably  not  one  in  fifty  knew 
what  was  in  them.  It  is  the  most  bungling  piece  of  legislation  con¬ 
ceivable. 


We  have  heard  just  such  jeremiades  as  this  before  about  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  we  expect  to 
hear  them.  This  will  be  another  case  like  the  eleven  contrary 
jurymen,  Brother  Dadmun,  however,  will  be  unanimous.  The 
Grand  Encampment,  like  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
will  continue  to  move  on  notwithstanding  the  clamoring 
of  a  few.  x 

We  thank  Brother  Dadmun  for  having  disposed  of  the  hyper¬ 
critical  Connor’s  “insignia"  criticism.  This  will  not  affect 
Connor  a  bit.  Roll  a  saw-log  over  an  India  rubber  bag  filled 
with  wind,  and,  as  soon  as  the  log  has  passed,  the  bag  will  swell 
up  to  its  normal  size. 

Here  is  Brother  Dadmun’s  final  screed : 


This  ritual  business,  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  a  great 
stride  towards  central  Absolute  Power.  No  matter  what  Virginia  or 
any  other  Commandery  may  think  of  it,  no  matter  how  utterly  disjointed 
and  ungrammatical  it  may  be,  it  must  be  swallowed  whole  by  the  State 
Bodies,  or  they  will  be  disfranchised.  He  says,  and  with  much  truth, 
“  each  and  all  of  us  are  compelled  to  carry  out,  and  see  carried  oat,  all  the 
laws ,  resolutions  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  when  they  come  to  our  knowledge.”  Can  anything  be  more 
sweeping  than  that  ?  Every  representative  of  the  constituents  should 
turn  out,  at  any  cost,  and  attend  the  next  Triennial,  and  make  it  the 
liveliest  conclave  that  was  ever  held,  and  see  if  there  is  anything  left  to 
the  States  but  shell ;  if  not,  put  some  meat  in  it. 

We  have  to  end  somewhere  and  so  we  will  end  right  here, 
though  we  are  not  near  through  with  Brother  Dadmun’s  review. 
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MICHIGAN— 1889. 

THE  thirty  -  third  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  May  21  and  22,  1889, 
Sir  Charles  P.  Bigelow,  Grand  Corhmander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commandery  met  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
opened  and  then  called  off  to  act  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  laying  the  corner-stone  to  the  Michigan  Masonic  Home  at 
Grand  Rapids.  It  assembled  again  at  seven  o’clock  in  the 
evening. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper  filling 
fifteen  pages. 

He  reports  having  granted  permission  for  a  Commandery  of 
Michigan  to  waive  jurisdiction  in  favor  of  a  Commandery  in 
Wisconsin, 

This  is  novel  to  us.  Has  the  Grand  Commander  or  the 
Grand  Commandeiy  any  control  over  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Commandery?  We  think  not.  If  the  Commandery 'in  Michi¬ 
gan  should  waive  its  jurisdiction  to  a  Commandery  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  it  appears  to  us  that  this  was  enough.  Will  some  one 
show  us  to  the  contrary  ? 

Among' his  decisions  we  note  the  following : 

« 

Can  a  subordinate  Commandery  decide  to  use  its  money  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  a  ball,  party  or  pilgrimage?  etc. 

He  decided  that  the  money  in  the  treasury  is  the  property  of 
the  Commandery,  and  its  members  may  expend  it  for  any  pur¬ 
pose  (not  forbidden  in  their  by-laws)  that  they  may  think 
conducive  to  the  best  interest  of  the  Order.  To  expend  it  all 
for  a  ball,  party,  or  pilgrimage,  might  possibly  not  be  judi¬ 
cious,  but  they  are  to  be  the  judge.  We  think  his  decision 
was  in  accordance  with  the  law. 

Here  is  something  that  is  rather  curious.  We  present  it 
without  comment  : 

What  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue  when  the  candidate  says  that 
he  has  an  objection  against  participating  in  the  usual  manner?  R 
seems  that  there  should  be  some  way  to  avoid  the  difficulty. 

My  answer  was :  Substitute  pure  water,  and  may  God  bless  and 
keep  him  steadfast  in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  resolution,  and 
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forbid  that  we  should  insist  on  his  conforming  to  any  rite  or  ceremony 
that  would  cause  him  to  become  a  victim  of  the  greatest  curse  that 
afflicts  mankind. 

He  reports  having  received  the  edict  of  Grand  Master  Roome 
relating  to  Iowa,  and  that  in  accordance  with  the  same  he  had 
caused  it  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commanderies  in  the  juris¬ 
diction. 

He  granted  numerous  dispensations  to  Commanderies  to 
appear  in  public  on  various  occasions,  all  of  which,  however, 
appear  to  have  been  in  accordance  with  law  and  usage. 

He  refused  in  several  instances  to  grant  dispensations  to 
receive  and  ballot  upon  petitions  on  short  time,  the  applica¬ 
tions  not  being  made  in  accordance  with  the  Code  of  Statutes 
of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

He  refused  several  requests  for  dispensations  to  appear 
in  public  in  Templar  costume  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions. 

He  reports  having  made  numerous  official  visits. 

There  is  a  case  or  two  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction,  in  other 
words,  two  Commanderies  got  into  a  controversy  about  which 
should  have  the  fees,  and  that  is  about  the  size  of  all  such 
disputes. 

The  report  of  the  finance  committee  shows  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $4,913.40.  Healthy. 

The  following  was  adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  while  this  Grand  Commandery  has  been  and  is  earnest 
in  its  loyalty  and  fealty  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  believes  it  to  be 
unwise  for  the  Grand  Encampment  to  attempt  to  prescribe  a  ritual  for 
the  several  Grand  Commanderies;  it  believes  that  such  legislation  is 
impractical  and  pernicious ;  it  believes  that  each  Grand  Commandery 
should  be  accorded  the  liberty  to  prescribe  such  orderly  and  knightly 
forms  for  inculcating  the  principles  and  precepts  of  our  order  as  shall 
best  convey  their  sublime  teachings  and  best  subserve  the  interest 
of  Templar  Masonry  within  its  jurisdiction.  Full  in  this  belief,  this 
Grand  Commandery,  unhesitatingly  but  respectfully,  expresses  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  in  1886,  by  which  it 
attempted  the  futile  work  of  establishing  a  uniformity  of  ritual,  ought 
to  be  rescinded ;  and  the  delegates  from  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  are  instructed  to  use  all  reason¬ 
able  and  knightly  efforts  to  this  end. 
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How  absurd,  as  we  think  ‘An  organization  like  that  of  the 
Knights  Templars,  claiming  as  some  do,  that  it  has  come  down 
to  us  from  the  thirteenth  century,  its  grand  characteristics  uni¬ 
versally  recognized,  and  yet  having  no  general  defined  dogma 
by  which  Templars  shall  be  known  as  one  and  the  same  wher¬ 
ever  dispersed  over  the  globe.  Dogma  is  ritual.  To  accord  to 
each  Grand  Commandery  the  liberty  of  prescribing,  etc.,  is 
simply  to  bring  chaos. 

We  have,  at  the  present  time,  thirty-seven  Grand  Command- 
eries  in  the  United  States.  If  the  plan  as  presented  in  the  fore¬ 
going  resolution  should  be  adopted,  we  might  have  thirty-seven 
different  kinds  of  Knights  Templars  in  the  United  States. 
There  would  be  no  two  alike. 

The  special  committee,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
reported  that  they  had  secured  headquarters  for  the  Grand 
Commandery  in  Washington  at  the  Arlington  Hotel  during 
the  coming  Triennial. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  for  headquarters. 

We  find  but  little  in  the  proceedings  of  general  interest. 

Sir  John  A.  Gerow,  of  Marshall,  was  elected  Rt.  Em.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Wm.  P.  Innes,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
Wm.  P.  Innes.  It  contains  but  little  original  matter,  being 
made  up  almost  entirely  of  selections  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  various  Grand  Commanderies,  filling  two  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  pages. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  fifteen  pages. 

Referring  to  the  “Ohio  Idea,”  as  Brother  Innes  terms  our 
doings,  he  says,  “  How  long,  0  Lord  !  how  long  ?  ” 

Brother  Innes  we  can  answer  you,  figuratively  speaking, 
“’Till  the  seventy  years  of  the  captivity  have  ended,”  and  con¬ 
tinuing  the  figure,  and  we  thank  God  it  looks  now  as  though 
we  have  reached  “the  last  year,  the  last  month,  the  last  week, 
the  last  day,  the  last  hour,  the  last  minute”  of  that  period. 

Referring  to  the  proceedings  of  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29, 
relating  to  the  complaint  that  appeared  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan  last  year,  about 
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the  expense  attending  the  funeral  of  a  member  of  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Commandery  conducted  by  the  former,  Sir  Lines  has  the 
following  : 

We  give  in  full  the  protest  of  Eagle  Commandery,  No.  29,  and  can 
only  say  that  Michigan  has  nothing  to  take  back  on  the  subject.  The 
action  of  our  Grand  Commandery  was  taken  after  calm  and  deliberate 
consideration ;  the  report  was  made  by  one  whose  judgment  can  not  be 
questioned,  and  whose  love  of  right  none  can  excel,  and  we  stand  by 
Past  Grand  Commander  Spaulding  and  his  report,  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
cording  ourselves  upon  all  and  every  occasion  ready  to  do  our  duty  in 
the  direction  indicated.  We  believe  there  is  a  difference  between  bom¬ 
bast  and  knightly  courtesy.  The  question  of  veracity  that  arises 
between  the  two  reports  we  do  not  desire  to  discuss,  for  to  do  that  would 
require  a  reopening  of  this  entire  case,  which  we  hope,  from  now  on, 
will  be  as  a  sealed  book. 

Of  ourselves  he  has  the  following : 

Sir  Knight  Carson  submits  the  report  on  correspondence.  It  is 
Carson’s,  and  that  is  enough.  Would  that  his  pen  could,  in  many 
cases,  be  made  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  kind  heart.  We  believe 
Sir  Carson  to  be  a  good  hearted  fellow,  but  his  pen  sometimes  gets  away 
with  him.  Woe  be  to  the  Knight  that  differs  with  Sir  Carson  ;  his  pen 
goes  for  him  without  regard  for  feelings,  yet  we  believe  his  heart,  many 
and  many  a  time,  rebels  when  he  sees  what  his  pen  has  clone. 

Brother  Innes,  we  do  not  understand  you;  to  what  is  it  that 
you  refer?  We  have  never  written  and  do  not  propose  to  write 
anything  now  that  we  do  not  believe  to  be  right  and  for  the 
general  interest  and  wellfare  of  the  Order.  Of  course  we  might 
have  been  more  profuse  in  our  rhetoric  and  said  many  pretty 
namby-pamby  things  about  persons  and  things.  We  do  not 
belong  to  that  school,  never  did.  We  know  that  it  is  not 
politic  in  us  to  be  so  out-spoken  and  free  as  we  have  been.  We 
do  not  expect  nor  do  we  want  to  be  elected  to  any  office  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States;  it  will  make  but 
little  difference  to  us.  If  we  had  been  seeking  promotion  in 
that  direction,  we  might  have  written  differently,  if  we  could 
have  subdued  our  feelings  for  the  Order.  Our  pen  never  gets 
away  with  us.  We  have  never  made  a  historical  statement 
in  regard  to  Masonry  that  we  did  not  at  the  time  believe  to  be 
true,  and  wre  have  no  knowledge  now  of  any  such  statement 
of  ours  having  been  proven  false. 
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As  to  policy,  ours  has  been  and  is  well  defined.  With  us  it 
is,  and  always  has  been,  the  Order  first ,  the  individual  last.  If  to 
write  and  express  our  opinions  freely  upon  great  Masonic  and 
Templar  questions  gives  personal  offense,  we  regret  it,  but  we 
can  not  help  it,  nor  do  we  want  to.  Such  as  we  are,  we  are, 
and  now  after  forty-three  years  of  our  life  (young  and  old  as  a 
hhason )  we  think  we  have  reached  a  period  in  our  sublunary 
journey  when  it  is  too  late  for  us  to  change  our  style.  We  are 
sometimes  misunderstood  in  this,  sometimes  when  we  make 
adverse  criticism  of  a  particular  doctrine,  law,  or  theory  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Order,  it  is  taken  as  personal  by  some.  If  to  do  this 
is  to  be  regarded  as  personal  criticism,  why  then  let  it  be  so. 
We  claim,  however,  that  we  combat  the  subject  matter  and  not 
the  individual. 

We  thank  Sir  Innes  for  the  very  courteous  compliment  in 
re-printing  the  conclusion  to  our  last  year’s  report  entire. 


MINNESOTA— 1888. 

THE  twenty -third  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  Duluth,  June  25  and  26,  1888,  Sir 
Thomas  Montgomery,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

As  introductory  to  the  proceedings  in  this  pamphlet,  we  find 
the  following : 

DULUTH. 

Bro.  Proctor  Knott  made  the  place  famous  b}'  a  facetious  speech  in 
the  halls  of  Congress  at  an  early  period  in  its  history.  Zenith  City, 
Duluth,  City  of  the  Unsalted  Sea,  names  by  which  the  city  is  known,  is 
situated  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  and  is  the  terminus  of  two  rail¬ 
roads,  both  of  which  extended  to  the  Sir  Knights  and  those  who  accom¬ 
panied  them  a  very  liberal  reduction  of  fare. 

And  if  we  had  time  and  space  we  would  reprint  Bro.  Proctor 
Knott's  famous  and  humorous  speech. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  pieces  of  comic  oratory  ever  uttered 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  were  met  at  the 
depot  by  Duluth  Commandery  and  escorted  to  the  hotel,  wh(  re 
they  were  received  by  the  Commander  of  that  Commandery. 
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The  Mayor  of  the  city  delivered  a  speech  of  welcome. 

Judge  Stearns,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  County 
Commissioners,  extended  to  the  Grand  Commandery  the  free¬ 
dom  of  St.  Louis  County.  The  Judge’s  speech  is  curious  and 
interesting,  we  reprint  it: 

More  than  six  hundred  years  ago,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1215,  there  was  horn  in  France  the  man  who  was  to  be  the  most 
worthy  representative  of  that  knightly  spirit  which  had  inspired  the 
crusades;  not  merely  the  prime,  but  the  man  who  was  to  he  the  em. 
bodiment  and  the  most  devoted  slave  of  that  religious  and  moral  passion 
which  so  permeated  the  Christian  people  of  that  age.  Louis  IX.  of 
France,  though  born  to  the  people,  a  powerful  king,  a  valiant  warrior, 
an  object  of  reverence  to  all  who  observed  his  life,  and  of  affection  to 
all  who  came  within  the  charmed  circle  of  his  personal  influence,  yet 
owes  his  earthly  immortality  mainly  to  the  magnificent  knightly  qualities 
so  prominently  displayed  throughout  his  eventful  career.  He  was  neither 
biased  nor  intoxicated  by  ordinary  human  glories  or  delights;  neither 
in  his  thoughts  nor  in  his  conduct  did  they  ever  occupy  the  foremost 
place.  Before  all  and  above  all  he  wished  to  be  and  was  a  true  knight 
of  the  cross,  guided  and  governed  by  true  knightly  instincts  in  defending 
the  Christian  faith.  Had  he  been  born  in  the  most  lowly  condition,  had 
he  been  obscure,  needy,  a  monk  or  a  hermit,  he  could  not  have  been 
more  constantly  filled  with  the  desire  of  living  the  life  and  performing 
the  deeds  of  a  true  knight  of  the  cross.  This  is  the  peculiar  and  original 
characteristic  of  St.  Louis,  a  fact  rare  and  unique  in  the  history  of  kings- 

In  A.  I).  1244,  Louis  fell  severely  ill.  He  believed  his  last  hour  had 
come.  Flis  household  was  summoned  to  his  bedside.  He  was  thought 
to  be  dead.  One  attendant  insisted  there  was  still  life.  Louis  heard 
the  dispute.  He  sighed  heavily  and  said  in  a  hollow  voice,  as  if  it  had 
come  forth  from  the  tomb:  “He  by  God’s  grace  hath  visited  me,  He 
who  cometh  from  on  high,  and  hath  recalled  me  from  amongst  the  dead.” 
He  then  requested  the  bishops  to  place  upon  his  .shoulder  the  cross  of  the 
voyage  over  the  sea.  The  bishops  and  the  queens,  his  mother  and  his 
wife,  begged  him  on  their  knees  to  wait  until  he  was  well,  and  then  he 
could  do  as  he  liked.  He  insisted,  declaring  that  he  would  take  no 
nourishment  until  he  had  received  the  cross.  The  bishops  yielded  and 
gave  him  the  cross.  He  received  it  with  transport,  kissing  it  and 
placing  it  on  his  breast.  From  that  day  he  was  convalescent.  When 
he  had  fully  recovered  the  bishops  who  had  conferred  the  cross,  sec¬ 
onded  by  his  mother  and  wife,  urged  upon  the  king  that  when  he  took 
the  cross  he  was  sick  and  weak,  and  of  a  wandering  mind,  and  that 
now,  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties,  he  should  return  the  cross 
and  abandon  his  kingly  aspirations.  Louis  listened  attentively  and 
answered  with  deep  emotion:  “You  say  that  I  was  not  in  possession  of 
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my  senses  when  I  took  the  cross.  Well,  as  you  wish  it,  I  lay  it  aside ; 
I  give  it  back  to  you.  Here  it  is,  my  lord  bishop,  I  restore  it  to  you — 
the  cross  I  had  put  on.”  Then,  with  a  sudden  change  of  look,  he  said : 
“  My  friends,  now  I  assuredly  lack  not  sense  and  reason  ;  I  am  neither 
weak  nor  Tendering  of  mind  ;  I  demand  my  cross  back  again.  He  who 
knoweth  all  things,  knoweth  that  until  it  is  replaced  upon  my  shoulder 
no  food  shall  enter  my  lips.”  And  the  cross  was  replaced  upon  his 
shoulder.  From  this  time  to  the  day  of  his  death  Louis  was  one  of  the 
most  fervid  of  Christians,  and  the  most  splendid  of  knights,  admirable 
for  his  moral  greatness  and  knightly  valor.  Twenty-four  years  after  his 
death  he  was  canonized  as  St.  Louis. 

Six  centuries,  six  eventful  centuries,  after  Louis  took  the  cross,  the 
legislature  of  Minnesota  created  a  county  on  the  crest  of  the  continent, 
destined  to  become  the  richest,  most  populous,  most  widely  known 
county  in  that  wonderful  stretch  of  country  known  as  the  New  Northwest. 
Out  of  its  broad  expanse  of  territory  might  be  carved  one  state  of  the 
size  of  Connecticut,  another  of  the  size  of  Rhode  Island,  and  still  leave 
a  margin.  Its  waters  flow  northward  to  Hudson’s  Bay,  eastward  to  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  southward  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Its  shores  are 
washed  by  the  grandest  body  of  fresh  water  on  which  the  sun  shines. 
It  has  within  its  limits,  at  the  center  of  a  continent,  at  the  head  of  the 
longest  line  of  deep  water  navigation  on  the  globe,  a.,  harbor  unexcelled 
for  safety  and  convenience,  with  potential  capacity  to  accommodate  the 
navies  and  commerce  of  the  world.  Its  granite  foundations  lock  within 
their  embrace  untold  millions  of  mineral  wealth.  Vast  forests  of  pine 
and  hardwoods  invite  to  profitable  industries,  and  attest  the  fertility  of 
its  soil.  Its  inland  lakes,  dotted  with  green  isles  raising  like  enchant¬ 
ment  out  of  their  limpid  waters;  its  streams;  its  waterfalls;  its  beauteous 
bays  rivaling  that  of  Venice  ;  its  granite  crags  and  cliffs ;  its  pure  waters ; 
its  clear  skies  and  healthful,  bracing  air,  fits  it  for  the  home  of  an  aesthetic, 
art  loving,  active,  energetic,  patriotic,  knightly  race. 

The  legislature  looked  about  for  a  fitting  name  for  such  a  county. 
They  had  honored  the  brave  Jesuits  who  were  the  first  to  unfurl  the 
banner  of  the  cross  within  our  borders  by  perpetuating  the  names  of 
Hennepin,  Nicollet,  Le  Sueur.  They  had  remembered  him  who  was 
first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen— 
AVashington.  They  had  not  forgotten  some  of  the  great  statesman  and 
warriors  who  followed  him — but  now  when  they  were  to  give  a  name  to 
the  imperial  county  of  a  peerless  state,  a  county  whose  fame  was  to  be¬ 
come  world  wide,  especially  through  the  marvelous  growth  of  its  capital 
city,  they  scanned  the  world  and  scanned  the  centuries,  and  with  a  keen 
perception  of  the  fitness  of  things  they  selected  the  name  of  St.  Louis, 
and  St.  Louis  became  our  patron  saint. 

When  it  was  known  that  the  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templars 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota  was  about  to  honor  us  with  its  presence,  the 
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board  of  county  commissioners,  still  mindful  of  the  fitness  of  things, 
commissioned  me  to  extend  to  you  a  welcome  in  behalf  of  the  county, 
and  to  tender  you  the  freedom  of  the  county.  I  therefore,  in  the  name 
of  our  patron  saint,  St.  Louis,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  St.  Louis 
County,  in  the  name  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  bid  you 
welcome  and  tender  you  the  freedom  of  the  county.  I  do  this  most 
cheerfully  and  heartily,  knowing  that  I  am  welcoming  a  body  whose 
members  are  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  and  the  ladies;  and  bound 
to  avenge  wrong  and  to  defend  the  weak,  the  unprotected  and  the  op¬ 
pressed  ;  whose  catalogue  of  knightly  virtues  includes  valor,  loyalty, 
courtesy,  and  munificence— valor  that  despises  danger ;  loyalty  which 
implies  the  strictest  fealty  to  all  your  engagements,  which  in  the  past  as 
well  as  the  present  has  cherished  the  unbought  graces  of  life,  has  been 
the  chief  defense  of  nations,  the  nurse  of  manly  sentiment  and  heroic 
enterprise.  Again  I  say,  welcome  to  our  homes,  our  hearths,  our  hearts. 
Enter  into  and  enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent  the  freedom  we  so  cordially 
extend  to  you. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  fills  seventeen  pages,  relat¬ 
ing  almost  exclusively  to  local  matters. 

The  proceedings  are  routine  and  of  a  local  nature. 

The  finance  committee’s  report  shows  a  balance  in  the  treas¬ 
ury  of  $2,555.60. 

Sir  John  A.  Schlener,  of  Minneapolis,  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  of  St.  Paul,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

A  proposition  is  pending  to  abolish  the  baldric,  gauntlet  and 
culls  as  a  part  of  the  Knights  Templar  uniform. 

Sir  Thomas  Moore,  as  representative  of  the  Grand  Command¬ 
er}’  of  Tennessee,  called  attention  to  the  criticisms  of  [Connor] 
that  Grand  Commandery  (the  rot  as  we  term  it)  on  the  ritual 
adopted  and  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the 
venerable  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson. 

Ohio  for  1887  has  notice  in  four  and  one  half  pages.  He  says  : 

A  large  part  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  devoted  to  the  troubles 
brought  about  by  the  so-called  Cerneau  adherents,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  occupied  in  connection  with 
the  same  matters. 

We  use  the  term  “so-called  Cerneau  ”  because  in  reality  there  is  not, 
nor  can  there  be,  any  Cerneau  body.  Whatever  there  was  of  it  was 
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wiped  out — ceased  to  exist — in  1866.  In  that  year  there  was  a  union  of 
all  the  Masons  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Kite  in  the  northern 
jurisdiction.  The  two  councils  united,  and  a  reorganization  was  unani¬ 
mously  and  harmoniously  effected,  the  officers  being  elected  alternately 
from  each  of  the  old  bodies,  under  the  title  of  the  “  Supreme  Council  of 
the  Northern  Jurisdiction,”  and  so  remained  working  in  harmony  for 
fifteen  years,  when  two  of  the  old  Cerneau  body — -who  had  not  been 
elected  to  any  office — seceded  and  put  forth  a  claim  to  a  resuscitation  of 
the  Cerneau  body.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  such  an  audacious, 
preposterous  and  bare-faced  claim  could  be  made  by  men  of  even  ordin¬ 
ary  intelligence,  to  say  nothing  of  honesty.  Hence  our  use  of  the  term 
“  so-called.”  It  could  not  be  resuscitated ;  it  is  simply  a  bogus  claim  to 
entrap  the  ignorant  and  unwary. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  acting  within  its  sphere,  denounced  as  a 
clandestine  body,  having  no  claims  as  Masonic,  this  late  organization, 
and  declared  it  a  punishable  offense  for  any  of  its  members  to  connect 
themselves  with  it,  or  to  recognize  any  Templars  from  anywhere  that 
did  so,  yet  in  defiance  of  the  Grand  Commandery  several  members  of 
two  or  three  of  the  Commanderies  affiliated.  The  Grand  Commandery, 
in  defense  of  its  own  dignity,  promptly  disciplined  the-  offending  parties 
by  arrest  of  charter,  expulsion,  etc. 

\. 

The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  two  fine  portraits;  one  of 
Sir  W.  G.  Brunson,  Grand  Commander  in  1883,  the  other  of  Sir 
A.  M.  Shuey,  Grand  Commander  in  1884. 


MINNESOTA— 1889. 

THE  twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  Austin,  June  24  and  25,  1889,  Sir 
John  A.  Schlener,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

As  preliminary  to  the  proceedings,  we  find  the  following : 

AUSTIN. 

Southern  Minnesota  lies  on  a  vast  undulating  plain,  reaching  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Missouri  rivers,  dotted  with  enterprising  cities 
and  thriving  villages,  interspersed  with  beautiful  lakes  and  shady 
streams. 

Among  the  most  prominent  cities  is  that  of  Austin,  lying  on  both 
sides  of  Red  Cedar  river,  incorporated  in  1856,  and  now  claiming  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  over  5,000,  a  railroad  center,  with  many  flourishing  mills, 
extensive  manufactories,  etc.,  etc. 

I11  1857  the  writer  organized  the  lodge  which  now  has  an  active 
membership  of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Ten  years  thereafter  the  chap- 
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ter  was  organized,  now  numbering  ninety  members.  St.  Bernard  Com- 
mandery,  No.  1 3,  was  chartered  in  1881,  and  now  has  a  membership  of 
sixty  Sir  Knights. 

At  the  last  Grand  Annual  Conclave  the  representative  of  St.  Bernard 
Commandery  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Grand  Commanderv  to  hold 
the  annual  conclave  at  Austin,  which  was  accepted. 

On  arrival  at  Austin  the  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  and 
accompanying  ladies  were  met  at  the  depot  b}^  St.  Bernard  Commandery 
and  escorted  to  the  asylum.  Ladies  were  conveyed  to  the  residence  of 
Sir  D.  B.  Smith  and  received  by  the  ladies  of  Sirs  D.  B.  Smith,  C.  L. 
West,  I.  Crane  and  others.  Tables  had  been  set  under  the  trees,  where 
the  ladies  were  regaled  with  a  bountiful  lunch. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  nineteen  pages. 

Sir  Walter  H.  Sanburn,  of  St.  Paul,  was  elected  Rt.  Em. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  of  the  same  place 
was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  wearing  of  the  baldric  uniform  was  not  dispensed  with. 

We  find  scarcely  anything  in  the  proceedings  of  general 
interest  to  the  Order. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen 
of  our  venerable  brother,  A.  T.  C.  Pierson. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  three  and  one  half  pages. 

We  find  the  following  under  Tennessee,  and  it  is  so  good  and 
so  appropriate  that  we  reprint : 


The  committee  strongly  criticise  and  lind  errors  —  from  their  stand¬ 
point —  in  nearly  every  page,  using  such  phrases  as  “  Gross  blunder,” 
“  The  entire  page  should  be  rewritten,”  “  Ceremony  bad,”  “Scriptures 
misquoted,”  “Bad  English,”  “Wretched  stuff,”  “Abominable  non¬ 
sense,”  “Leave  out  ‘Nobles,’  since  Kulers  is  the  word;”  “Address  of 
S.  M.  is  shamefully  bad,”  “  Response  of  Z  is  not  as  clever  as  it  can  be 
made,”  “  Is  bosh,”  “There  is  a  better  ceremonial  at  the  triangle,”  “Ad¬ 
dress  of  J.  W.  is  dreadful  stuff,”  “Read  four  for  seven  years,”  “Open  to 
sectarian  criticism,”  “Rewrite  5  Lib.,”  “Omit  ‘mortality  of  the  body,’” 
“Veriest  nonsense  is  taught  in  lines,”  “Did  not  belong  to  that  Com¬ 
mandery,  hence  his  death  caused  no  vacancy  in  it ;  ”  “  See  Tennessee 
ritual  for  proper  language  and  method  of  electing  candidate  to  relight,” 


etc  ,  etc. 

All  this  criticism  on  language  and  ceremonial,  which  has  been  in 
use,  in  the  main,  for  at  least  sixty  years,  we  do  not  admire.  We  do  not 
approve  of  the  application  of  “Vile  stuff',”  “Veriest  nonsense,”  etc.,  to 
that  which  has  met  the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
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United  States.  On  the  face,  it  looks  as  if  the  Grand  Command  rv  of 
Tennessee,  which  has  been  in  existence  only  about  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  desired  to  force  those  of  a  half  century  arid  upward  to  adopt  its 
ritual. 

We  have  compared  the  criticisms,  line  by  line,  with  the  ritual  as 
promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment ;  also  the  one  which  has  been 
in  our  possession  upward  of  thirty-five  years,  and  we  find  the  two  latter 
very  nearly  alike  in  language,  and  no  change  of  moment  in  the  cere¬ 
monial. 


The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  two  fine  portraits.  One  of 
Sir  William  D.  Cornish,  Grand  Commander  in  1885,  and  Sir 
Henry  Birkett,  Grand  Commander  in  1886. 


M1SSISS!PPI-i889. 

THE  twenty-ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Meridian,  February  12,  1889,  Sir 
Frederick  Speed,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Of  the 
thirteen  Grand  Officers  five  were  absent. 

There  were  eighteen  members  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
present. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address,  together  with  his  corre¬ 
spondence  with  Grand  Master  Roome,  fills  twenty  pages. 

We  shall  not  pretend  to  follow  Grand  Master  Speed  and 
review  his  labored  reply  to  and  protest  against  Grand  Master 
Roome’s  edict  against  Iowa,  and  his  argument  to  prove  that 
the  ritual  was  not  constitutionally  adopted.  A  fewr  extracts 
must  suffice. 

He  treated  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict  as  an  absolute 
nullity,  and  therefore  declined  to  promulgate  it  within  the 
jurisdiction,  and  at  once  entered  his  solemn  protest  against  the 
usurpation  by  the  Grand  Master  of  powers  not  vested  in  him 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  addressed 
a  letter  and  protest  to  him  to  that  effect.  The  letter  is  given 
in  full  in  the  proceedings. 

He  says,  addressing  his  Grand  Commandery, — 

You  are  well  aware  that  the  question  of  ritual  has  not  troubled  us  to 
any  marked  extent  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  if  the  controversy  which 
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has  grown  out  of  the  pretended  adoption  of  rituals  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
Templar  Orders  at  St.  Louis,  were  confined  to  a  mere  choice  between 
one  form  of  words  and  another,  it  would  not  have  enlisted  us  upon 
either  side. 

Nothing  very  wonderful  in  that  statement.  The  ritual 
should  not  trouble  Mississippi  to  any  great  extent,  inasmuch  as 
but  seven  Knights  were  created  in  the  jurisdiction  during  the 
year,  and  the  total  membership  of  all  the  Commanderies  is 
only  198.  Four  Commanderies  did  not  initiate  a  single 
Knight,  and  there  was  a  loss  of  eighteen  in  membership  during 
the  year!  Astonishing  how  much  noise  a  small  body  can 
sometimes  make. 

He  informs  us  that  when  the  Grand  Encampment  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1816  seven  encampments  and  one  council  formed  a 
constitution,  and  under  and  by  virtue  of  that  constitution  the 
Grand  Commanderies  have  since  been  formed. 

This  is  true ;  the  Grand  Encampment  was  not  organized  by 
State  Grand  Encampments  or  Grand  Commanderies.  There¬ 
fore  the  flimsy  theory  of  some,  that  the  State  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  or  Commanderies  reserved  to  themselves  certain  rights 
at  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  not  true. 

He  says  the  constitution  nowhere  gives  to  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  or  any  of  its  officers  powers  of  censure,  discipline, 
or  admonition,  and  imposes  no  penalties  for  non-compliance 
therewith. 

That  old  constitution,  Section  4,  Article  I,  provided  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  General  Grand  Master,  Deputy  General  Grand  Master,  General 
Grand  Generalissimo,  and  General  Grand  Captain-General  are  severally 
authorized  and  empowered  to  visit  and  preside  in  any  and  every  assembly 
of  Knights  Templars  of  the  Red  Cross  and  of  Malta  throughout  the  jur¬ 
isdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Encampment,  and  to  give  such  instructions 
and  directions  as  the  good  of  the  institution  may  require,  always  adhering 
to  the  ancient  landmarks. 

It  would  appear  to  us  that  this  gave  great'  powers  to  the 
officers  to  preside  and  to  give  directions ,  and  is  about  as  absolute 
as  are  the  powers  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Grand  Commander  Speed  says  that  the  Grand  Master  may 
advise,  but  this  is  the  extent  of  his  power. 
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Now,  that  old  constitution  to  which  Sir  Speed  refers  as  being 
the  basis  upon  which  the  whole  superstructure  has  been  reared 
gives  him  power  to  advise  and  direct.  There  is  a  wide  difference 
between  the  meaning  of  the  words  “advise”  and  “direct.” 

He  armies,  it  does  not  follow  that  because  the  Grand  En- 
campment  had  adopted  no  ritual  in  1886,  there  was  none 
legall}T  existing.  Each  Grand  Commandery  had  the  right  to 
and  did  adopt  its  own  ritual. 

Therefore  Sir  Speed  would  have  us  infer  that  there  was  a 
legally  existing  Grand  Encampment  ritual.  We  do  not  see  it 
in  that  light.  If  no  ritual  had  ever  been  adopted,  then  cer¬ 
tainly  there  was  none  legally  existing.  He  goes  into  a  tedious 
argument  to  prove  that  the  ritual  was  not  legally  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Encampment  at  St.  Louis.  The  argument  is  fal¬ 
lacious. 

Sir  Speed  is  reckless  in  his  charges  against  the  ritual  com¬ 
mittee,  and  they  are  of  such  a  personal  and.  unknightly  char¬ 
acter  that  we  can  not  condescend  to  notice  them,  bearing  in 
mind  the  old  adage  that — 

'  “He  who  handleth  pitch  will  be  defiled.” 

Sir  Frederick  Speed,  of  Vicksburg,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  J.  L.  Jackson  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  fraternal  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen 
of  Sir  E.  G.  Delap.  It  is  a  characteristic  production,  no  one 
else  could  write  it  but  the  aforesaid. 

Under  Connecticut  he  says: 

The  Grand  Commander  of  that  jurisdiction  issued  no  buncombe 
dispensations,  except  those  to  attend  divine  service  in  uniform.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  see  the  day  when  the  children  of  Adam  will  recognize 
the  fact  that  lip  service  and  routine  religious  performances,  in  which 
the  heart  is  not  interested,  count  for  but  very  little  on  the  credit  side  of 
that  Great  Book  of  Accounts  that  shall  be  opened  on  the  last  day. 

Under  Illinois  : 

The  Grand  Commander  issued  no  buncombe  dispensation  for  parade. 
He  did,  however,  allow  himself  to  conform  to  the  stupid  rule  in  regard 
to  “invasion”  of  another  jurisdiction — that  of  Iowa.  It  occurs  to  us 
that  this  sort  of  far-fetched,  nonsensical  nonsense  should  be  discontinued, 
at  least  in  so  far  as  it  affects  the  visiting  of  commands  in  different  States 

of  our  common  country.  If  any  of  our  Commanderies  wished  to  visit 
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Canada,  or  any  other  foreign  country,  there  might  be  some  sense  in  ask¬ 
ing  permission  to  “  invade ,”  but  to  require  it  between  our  different  states 
is  the  essence  of  stupidity  ! 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  three  and  a  half  pages. 

Much  of  Grand  Commander  Rehwinkel’s  address  is  taken  up  with 
sundry  and  divers  quarrels,  appeals,  etc.,  much  of  the  trouble,  no  doubt, 
originating  in  the  senseless  efforts  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  to 
help  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  to  kill  out  its  enemy,  the  Cer- 
neau  system.  We  have  never  been  able  to  understand  the  action  of 
this  Grand  Body  in  prohibiting  the  Knights  of  its  obedience  from  join¬ 
ing  another  secret  society,  the  principles  of  which  are  known  to  be 
neither  treasonable  or  revolutionary  in  their  character.  On  the  same 
principle  they  might  restrict  their  members  to  one  church  aud  one 
creed,  placing  all  others  under  the  ban. 

There  is  about  as  much  twaddle  and  nonsense  contained  in 
these  few  lines  as  could  be  compressed  into  them.  Of  course 
Sir  Delap  can  not  understand  it, —  nothing  surprising  in  that! 

Ohio  is  a  great  State,  and  we  have  a  great  big  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery.  THERE  WERE  554  TEMPLARS  KNIGHTED 
IN  OHIO  IN  1888,  in  Mississipp  only  SEVEN  WERE 
KNIGHTED.  It  is  not  surprising  to  us  that  our  country 
neighbors  do  not  understand  our  metropolitan  ways  of  doing 
things. 

Here  is  one  of  Sir  Delap’s  elegant  and  polished  sentences : 

As  Ohio  is  naturally  expected  to  feel  an  undue  interest  in  Carson’s 
Bastard  Ritual,  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  cheerfully  jump  on 
to  Iowa  with  both  feet. 

And  this  is  the  temperate,  polished  gentleman  who  is  con¬ 
tinually  criticising  others  for  using  intemperate  language. 
Beautiful  and  refined  consistency. 

Of  Grand  Commander  Rehwinkel’s  decisions  he  says : 

s 

They,  as  well  as  his  dispensations  suit  us ;  taken  as  a  whole,  and  a 
a  literary  production,  the  address  is  an  able  paper  and  stamps  its  author 
as  a  “prince  among  his  equals.” 

He  s  ys  he  feels  sorry  for  us  (individually),  and  he  thinks 
that  when  we  get  through  with  Speed  of  Mississippi,  and  Var- 
num  and  Guilbert  of  Iowa,  and  Connor  of  Tennessee,  at  Wash¬ 
ington  in  October  next  we  will  feel  sick.  It  is  possible  that 
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we  may  feel  sick,  but  it  will  not  be  the  parties  Sir  Delap  names 
who  will  make  us  sick,  we  have  no  fears  on  that  score.  We 
have  been  in  some  ugly  Masonic  conflicts  before,  and  we  lived 
through  them  and  didn’t  get  very  sick  either,  and  we  have 
never  yet  adopted  Jack  FalstafF’s  philosophy, — 

“  He  that  fights  and  runs  away 
May  live  to  fight  another  day.” 

We  have  always  stayed  until  the  fight  was  over,  and  we  hope 
to  stay  this  time  until  the  last  rebellious  Templar  has  fled  from 
the  field,  and  until  we  see  the  banner  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  waving  in  victory  over  the  foes  of 
that  organization. 

He  reprints  the  Connor  Tennessee  rot  on  ritual  in  full. 

Of  course  Brother  Delap  has  never  seen  anything  good  in 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  it  was  to  be 
expected  that  he  would  be  opposed  to  Grand  Master  Roome. 

In  the  conclusion  to  his  report  he  says  : 

The  Grand  Master  should  be  rebuked  for  his  arrogant  assumption  of 
powers  belonging  to  the  Grand  Encampment.  Iowa  should  be  sustained 
in  her  action.  The  essentials  of  the  ritual  should  be  agreed  upon  and 
legally  promulgated,  and  the  non-essentials  left  where  they  belong,  to 
the  good  taste  and  judgment  of  the  subordinate  Grand  Bodies.  That 
uniformity  can  be  obtained  in  anything  beyond  the  essential  points  in 
the  ritual,  we  do  not  believe  nor  do  we  consider  it  particularly  desirable. 
What  the  outcome  of  the  matter  will  be,  we  can  not  of  course  tell,  but 
we  can  not  believe  that  the  representatives  of  the  75,«  00  Templars  in  the 
United  States  will  endorse  the  arbitrary  excommunication  of  3,000  of  as 
loyal,  intelligent  and  magnanimous  Sir  Knights  as  there  are  in  the  world 
by  any  one  man.  If  they  should  do  so,  they  may  reasonably  expect  a 
similar  dose  on  the  slightest  sign  of  a  disposition  to  assert  their  man¬ 
hood,  and  we  shall  be  glad  of  it. 

Come  up  to  Washington,  Brother  Delap,  bring  with  you 
your  Grand  Commandery,  rank  and  file,  the  whole  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five,  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  and  you  will 
see  and  hear  things  worthy  of  your  serious  consideration. 

Pax  vobi'cnm. 
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MISSOURI— 1889. 

THE  twenty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com. 
mandery  was  held  in  St.  Louis,  April  23,  1889,  Sir  Allen 
McDowell,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  ten  pages. 

He  reports  that  much  work  has  been  done  during  the  year, 
and  that  it  has  been  good  work  on  the  choicest  material  which 
the  State  affords.  He  thinks  the  moral  standard  of  Free¬ 
masonry  in  general,  and  that  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in 
particular,  has  not  been  lowered,  but  has  steadily  advanced,  etc. 

He  makes  appropriate  mention  of  the  distinguished  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Order  who  have  deceased  during  the  year. 

He  issued  a  dispensation  for  one  new  Commandery.  He 
reports  no  decisions.  Many  questions,  generally  of  an  informal 
character,  were  asked  him.  They  were  usually  easily  answered 
by  the  law  and  customs  prevailing  in  the  jurisdiction. 

He  granted  several  dispensations  for  Commanderies  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  public  to  attend  religious  service  on  Ascension  Day, 
etc.,  also  to  act  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  Masonic 
occasions. 

Lie  refused  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  appear  in 
public  on  Decoration  Day  to  escort  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

He  has  quite  a  criticism  on  the  subject  of  the  ritual.  Thinks 
that  the  ritual  is  not  as  good  as  the  one  formerly  in  use  in 
Missouri. 

Is  opposed  to  printing  anything  of  the  ritual.  He  says : 

It  is  the  boast  and  glory  of  Freemasonry  that  “the  attentive  ear  re¬ 
ceives  the  sounds  from  the  instructive  tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of 
Freemasonry  are  safely  lodged  in  the  repository  of  faithful  breasts .” 

We  know  that  this  quotation  is  a  classic  phrase  in  the  ritu¬ 
alistic  ceremony  of  one  of  the  symbolic  degrees. 

But  Brother  McDowell  finds  fault  because  the  Templar 
ritual  was  printed,  expresses  himself  as  opposed  to  printing 
any  part  of  it,  then  very  consistently  follows  this  up  by  print- 
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ing  a  well  known  part  of  the  ritual  of  one  of  the  symbolic 
degrees. 

If  we  were  disposed  to  be  critical,  as  our  hypercritical  brother 
of  Tennessee  is,  we  would  say  it  is  “  all  bosh  ”  about  the  myster¬ 
ies  of  Freemasonry  being  lodged  in  “faithful  breasts.”  In  the 
head  is  where  they  should  be  lodged :  who  ever  heard  of  the 
breasts  containing  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry  or  anything  per¬ 
taining  to  memory? 

“Nay,  and  thou’ll  mouth, 

I’ll  rant  as  well  as  thou.” 

He  reports  that  he  received  Grand  Master  Roome's  edict 
against  Iowa,  and  he  caused  it  to  be  promulgated  at  once  for 
the  information  of  the  Knights  of  Missouri. 

The  proceedings  are  brief. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  uni¬ 
form,  reported  that  it  was  not  advisable  to  make  any  change 
at  the  present,  and  this  was  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Grand  Commandery 
memorialize  the  Grand  Encampment  to  recall  the  ritual 
adopted  at  St.  Louis,  and  to  revise  and  correct  the  same  reserv¬ 
ing  to  its  own  authority  only  that  which  appertains  to  the 
essential  features  of  the  ceremonies,  relegating  to  the  Grand 
Commanderies  all  other  details  of  the  work. 

Who  will  draw  the  line  and  define  where  the  essential  fea¬ 
tures  begin  and  end?  “Answer  me  that,  Master  Brook.” 

The  claims  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Missouri  were  presented 
and  endorsed,  and  the  Commanderies  were  urged  to  become 
patrons  of  that  grand  charity. 

Sir  Robert  McCulloch,  of  St.  Louis,  was  elected  Rt.  Em. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo,  of  the  same  place, 
was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  fraternal  correspondence  is  again  from  the 
pen  of  Sir  W.  H.  Mayo.  He  makes  courteous  review  of  most 
of  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  United  States.  Does  not 
indulge  in  much  original  matter. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  pleasant  notice  in  eight  pages. 

The  forty-sixth  Annual  Grand  Conclave  was  held  in  Cleveland,  mid 
parades,  receptions,  lawn  fetes,  speeches,  excursions,  etc.,  etc.  This 
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large  and  well  edited  pamphlet,  or  rather  volume,  is  full  of  interesting 
matter,  hut  mostly  concerning  their  local  internal  government,  which 
they  manage  to  keep  in  good  running  order  by  arresting  a  charter,  sus¬ 
pending  an  Eminent  Commander  or  two  now  and  then,  as  shown  by 
our  very  lengthy  review  of  this  State  last  year.  The  same  old  Moore 
trouble  “bobbed  up  serenely”  again  this  year  in  Hanselmann  Com- 
mandery  at  Cincinnati,  whereupon  the  Grand  Commander  suspended 
the  Eminent  Commander  very  properly  and  was  sustained  by  the  Grand 
Commandery. 

Sir  Mayo  is  very  complimentary  to  ourselves,  all  of  which 
we  accept,  and  when  we  meet  him  in  Washington  we  will 
thank  him  personally. 

On  the  subject  of  the  controversy  between  Iowa  and  Grand 
Master  Roome,  we  think  Sir  Mayo’s  head  is  level. 

We  quote  from  his  conclusion  what  he  has  to  say  upon  this 
subject : 

We  have  been  very  careful  to  give  both  sides  of  the  discussion  in 
these  issues,  particularly  the  Iowa  trouble  with  the  Grand  Master,  in 
order  that  our  readers  may  judge  for  themselves,  as  we  did  six  years 
ago  in  the  former  Iowa  trouble  with  the  Grand  Master  ( Purvis-Dean  ) ; 
we  say  now  as  we  said  then,  too  much  has  already  been  said  and  written 
on  both  sides.  Many  things  have  been  said  and  written  and  printed 
that  it  were  much  better  had  it  not  been  done  and  said.  We,  like  many 
others,  sympathize  with  our  Iowa  fraters;  they  are  our  neighbors,  they 
are  our  personal  friends,  but  in  justice  to  our  Order,  in  keeping  and 
maintaining  good  government,  peace  and  prosperity  throughout  this 
broad  land  of  ours,  we  must  say,  after  carefully  reading  the  circulars, 
letters,  pleas,  argument,  general  orders,  the  law  and  evidence  on  both 
sides,  that  in  our  humble  and  individual  judgment,  Iowa  is  wrong.  We 
express  the  hope  and  belief  that  the  Grand  Encampment  in  dealing 
with  this  unpleasant  and  unfortunate  case  ma}^  do  so  in  a  spirit  of  recon¬ 
ciliation,  may  temper  justice  with  mercy,  and  do  all  things  for  the  best 
interests  of  our  Grand  Order  at  large. 
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NEBRASKA— 1889. 

THE  seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
manderv  was  held  in  York,  April  30  and  May  1,  1889, 
Sir  John  J.  Wemple,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

An  address  of  welcome  to  the  Grand  Commandery  was  de¬ 
livered  by  George  W.  Post.  It  is  one  of  the  best  discourses  of 
the  kind  we  have  met  with  lately.  We  make  the  following 
extended  extract  from  it :  * 

We  welcome  you  as  the  trusted  and  honored  representatives  of  an 
Order  that  has  furnished  heroes  to  fight  and  martyrs  to  die  for  truth  and 
for  God  on  every  battle-field  for  eight  centuries  of  the  past. 

We  welcome  you  as  heralds  proclaiming  principles  which  were  as 
old  and  as  true  at  creation’s  dawn  when  the  morning  stars  sang  together 
and  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy,  as  they  will  be  when  the  last  man 
shall  see  the  sun  go  down  for  the  last  time  in  an  eternal  night. 

We  welcome  you  as  the  representatives  of  an  Order  whose  pathwa)T 
can  be  traced  back  through  centuries  by  the  blood  of  its  martyrs  who 
died  in  defense  of  the  right,  and  whose  history  can  be  read  by  the  lurid 
light  of  the  funeral  pile  of  those  who  went  to  the  stake  as  though  bidden 
•to  a  banquet.  The  noble  deeds,  the  heroic  efforts,  the  measureless  sac¬ 
rifices,  the  high  purpose  and  constancy  of  faith  of  those  whose  memory 
we  as  Knights  Templars  revere,  come  down  to  us  here  now  and  cheer 
and  comfort  like  a  holy  benediction. 

Whenever  the  wrong  was  to  be  rebuked  or  the  right  maintained  there 
waved  the  white  plume,  the  harbinger  of  victory.  O11  every  moral 
battle-field  where  duty  to  man  or  faith  in  God  called,  there  in  the  front 
line  of  battle  waved  the  banner  of  the  Red  Cross,  “  In  hoc  signo  vinces” 
the  battle  cry -of  the  unconquerable  host  of  defenders. 

One  hundred  years  ago  this  day — almost  this  very  hour — in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  now  stands  the  sub-treasury  building,  stands  one 
of  the  most  august  characters  of  ancient  or  modern  history.  Honored 
by  all  nations,  yet  deeming  himself  honored  to  be  accounted  worthy  to 
be  a  Mason,  and  whose  life  is  an  embodiment  of  all  Masonic  virtues,  he 
was  inaugurated  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  What  a 
change,  Sir  Knights,  a  century  has  wrought  with  us  as  a  nation.  Three 
millions  of  people  then,  ‘sixty-five  millions  now.  Then,  the  poorest  and 
most  despised  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  now,  the  wealthiest  and 
happiest.  Then,  thirteen  weak  and  discordant  states ;  now,  she  stands 
with  a  crown  of  glory  upon  her  head,  the  mightiest  nation  the  world 
has  ever  known. 

Yet  wonderful  as  has  been  our  material  prosperity,  it  gladdens  the 
heart  of  every  true  Knight  Templar  to  know  that  the  same  century  has 
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witnessed  far  greater  advances  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  fields ;  to 
know  that  each  succeeding  year  has  brought  the  world  nearer  the  moral 
standard  set  by  the  One  before  whom  all  Templars  bow.  “  As  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  you  do  ye  even  so  unto  them.”  Yours,  Sir 
Knights,  is  not  as  many  have  supposed  an  order  of  selfish  seclusion. 
Wherever  a  human  cry  for  help  is  heard,  there  is  your  field  of  labor. 

Is  your  brother  a  tempest-tossed  mariner  on  life’s  tempestuous  sea, 
seeking  for  a  fixed  star  by  which  to  guide  his  barque  to  a  haven  of 
security  and  peace?  The  true  Knight  points  him  to  the  star  of  Beth¬ 
lehem,  saying,  there  fix  your  eyes,  it  is  the  “only  star  by  which  the 
barque  of  man  can  navigate  the  sea  of  life  and  gain  the  port  of  blessed 
security.”  The  only  star  that  rose  on  Time  and  on  its  dark  and  troubled 
billows,  still  as  generation  drifting  swiftly  by  succeeding  generation, 
through  a  ray  of  Heaven’s  own  light  unto  the  Hills  of  God;  the  ever¬ 
lasting  hills,  points  the  wanderer’s  eye. 

It  may  not  be  yours  to  aid  in  rescuing  the  Holy  Land  from  infidel 
hands.  You  may  never  plant  the  Red  Cross  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
But  it  may  be  yours  to  aid  in  the  creation  of  a  New  Holy  Land — a  land 
dedicated  to  the  truths  for  which  He  lived  and  died. 

Though  the  sands  of  our  sea  shores  have  never  born  the  impress  of 
His  feet,  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men  through  your  efforts  may  bear  the 
impress  of  His  precepts  and  the  matchless  purity  of  His  life. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper  filling 
twenty  pages,  including  general  orders,  etc. 

He  reports  that  the  Order  is  growing  in  members  and  wealth. 

Lie  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
and  general  order  interdicting  fraternal  communication  with 
Iowa,  and  he  acted  accordingly. 

He  issued  dispensations  for  two  new  Commanderies.  He 
reports  that  there  are  1,132  Knights  Templars  in  Nebraska. 

He  granted  several  dispensations  to  Commanderies  to  receive 
and  ballot  on  petitions  on  short  time,  etc. 

The  controversy  between  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ne¬ 
braska  and  the  St,  Louis  hotel  keeper,  about  a  bill  which  he 
claims  to  have  against  the  Commandery,  made  during  the 
Triennial  Conclave  in  St.  Louis  in  1886,  is  still  pending. 

He  reports  having  made  several  official  visitations. 

In  speaking  of  Grand  Commander  Speed’s  pronunciamento 
against  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict  against  Iowa,  Sir  Wernple 
has  the  following: 
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I  do  not  pretend  to  place  myself  so  high  as  a  writer,  or  a  man  of 
talents,  as  the  Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi  when  I  undertake  to 
criticise  his  position,  hut  I  do  unhesitatingly  say  that  the  Right  Eminent 
Sir  Knight  has  undertaken  to  correct  a  wrong  ( if,  indeed  there  has  been 
a  wrong  committed  )  in  a  wrong  way.  “  Doing  wrong  that  good  may 
result”  has  never,  in  the  history  of  man,  proved  a  success. 

We  might  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  was  in  error  in  the  time  and  manner  of  adopting  the  ritual,  but 
each  Grand  Commandery  had  a  voice  in  that  body,  and  their  representa¬ 
tives  should  have  been  at  their  posts  to  defeat  any  project  not  conducive 
of  good,  and  which  was  not  presented  in  proper  manner. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  filled  with  good  things 
which  we  would  like  to  reprint,  but  we  can  not  spare  the  space. 

The  Grand  Commandery  adopted  the  following :  That  the 
petitioners  for  a  new  Commandery  should  not  vote  upon  the 
question  recommending  such  new  Commandery. 

We  adopted  the  same  rule  in  Ohio  some  twenty  years  ago. 

Gracious!  But  how  the  old  fogies  did  squeal  when  it  was 
done.  They  had  been  used  to  carrying  the  grain  to  mill,  plac¬ 
ing  the  grain  in  one  end  of  the  sack  and  a  stone  in  the  other 
to  balance  it,  and  they  did  not  believe  in  changes,  and  they 
roared  about  depriving  a  member  of  his  rights,  and  the  “  Stars 
and  Stripes,”  and  “  E  pluribus  ununi ,”  “United  we  stand, 
divided  we  fall,”  “Manhood  and  the  Law,”  and  much  more 
similar  stuff. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  report  shows  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$3,452.44. 

An  appeal  was  presented  for  aid  and  support  in  the  under¬ 
taking  and  establishing  of  a  Masonic  Home  in  Nebraska  for 
poor  and  distressed  Freemasons.  The  Grand  Commandery 
subscribed  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  enterprise. 

Sir  Henry  Gibbons  was  elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir 
William  ft.  Bowen,  of  Omaha,  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

Sir  Alfred  G.  Hastings  filed  an  appeal  against  the  decision 
of  the  Grand  Commandery,  adopted  by  that  body  in  1888,  en¬ 
dorsing  certain  bodies  claiming  to  be  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  Masons  as  the  true  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite. 

Sir  Hastings  claims  that  the  Grand  Commandery  had  no 
right  to  receive  and  act  on  any  resolution  purporting  to  en¬ 
dorse  any  body  of  Masons  claiming  to  confer  any  degrees  of 
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Masonry  over  which  this  Grand  Commandery  has  no  control, 
and  which  are  not  recognized  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  proceedings  showing  what  was  done 
with  this  appeal,  we  presume,  however,  that  it  was  sent  up 
to  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commander- 
ies  are  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

Sir  Henry  N.  Blake  presented  the  report  on  foreign  corre¬ 
spondence.  It  fills  twenty-five  pages,  and  notices  most  of  the 
Templar  Grand  Bodies  in*  the  world,  of  course  in  a  very  brief 
manner. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  two  pages.  He  says: 

The  receiving  the  Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander  and  his  escort; 
escorting  visiting  Commanderies  to  quarters;  the  grand  parade  ;  garden 
party,  with  special  reception  by  the  ladies  of  the  Cleveland  Sir  Knights ; 
the  excursions;  the  decorations;  the  music;  surely  our  Ohio  fraters 
know  how  to  plan  a  good  time,  and  also  to  have  it.  “Would  we  had 
been  there.” 

The  tone  of  the  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  just  what  might  be 
expected  from  the  first  in  rank  of  a  body  of  Knights  who  believe  in 
cultivating  the  social  qualities,  and  that  it  is  “  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone.”  After  such  a  grand  welcome,  which  we  have  but  faintly  out¬ 
lined,  we  are  well  assured  that  “  peace  and  harmony  prevailed,”  at  least 
in  the  grand  conclave. 

The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  a  very  elegant  and  strik¬ 
ing  portrait  of  Grand  Commander  Wemple. 


NEW  JERSEY— 1889. 

rT^HE  thirty -first  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
I  mandery  was  held  in  Trenton,  May  14,  1889,  Sir  Isaac  C. 

Githens,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  thirteen  pages.  He  reports  that  the  Commanderies  are 
doing  good  work  according  to  the  new  ritual,  and  thoroughly 
loyal  to  Templar  authority  to  which  they  are  subordinate. 

He  prints  the  correspondence  with  Grand  Master  Roome, 
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called  forth  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  New 
Jersey  in  repudiating  the  use  of  the  national  ritual,  etc.,  and 
declining  to  accept  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict  against  Iowa. 

Grand  Commander  Githens  promptly  responded  and  caused 
the  edict  of  the  Grand  Master  to  be  sent  out,  and  ordered  the 
use  of  the  Grand  Encampment  ritual  by  the  Commanderies. 

The  subject  of  the  ritual  comes  in  for  liberal  notice. 

He  issued  dispensations  for  two  new  Commanderies. 

Here  is  a  funny  decision  :  A  Knight  had  lost  his  certificate 
of  dimit,  and  the  Grand  Commander  was  asked  if  the  Com¬ 
mandery  issuing  the  dimit  could,  under  any  circumstances, 
issue  a  duplicate.  He  said  “  no,”  assigning  as  a  reason  that 
the  issuing  of  duplicate  dimits  is  prohibited. 

If  that  is  the  law  in  New  Jersey,  it  is  a  very  unjust  one.  A 
duplicate  of  any  paper  which  is  lost  ought  to  be  issued  under 
proper  restrictions. 

He  reports  having  granted  permission  to  Commanderies  to 
receive  petitions  from  parties  outside  the  jurisdiction,  they 
having  obtained  permission  from  the  Commandery  within 
whose  jurisdiction  they  resided. 

We  can  not  understand  by  what  authority  Grand  Com¬ 
manders  take  any  part  in  these  jurisdictional  questions.  It  is 
a  matter  that  belongs  entirely  to  the  Commanderies.  The 
Grand  Commandery  approves  the  Grand  Commander’s  decis¬ 
ion  regarding  the  loss  of  dimits. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  representatives  to  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  ask  that  body  to  re¬ 
quire  an  adherence  only  to  the  essentials  of  the  ritual,  rather 
than  an  adherence  to  the  direct  letter  of  the  ritual. 

Again  we  ask  the  question,  who  will  determine  and  where 
will  the  line  be  drawn  between  essentials  and  non-essentials? 

Sir  Albert  D.  Winfield,  of  Patterson,  was  elected  Rt.  Em. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Charles  E.  Bechtel  was  re-elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  statute  relating  to  the  uniform  of  Knights  Templars,  as 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of  NewT  Jersey,  is  printed 
in  the  proceedings.  Certainly  it  is  very  minute  in  its  details, 
getting  down  to  the  overcoat  and  the  collars,  which  are  to  be 
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white  linen  or  celluloid,  closed  in  front  and  sufficiently  high  to 
show  above  the  coat  collar. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
Charles  Bechtel.  He  notices  nearly  all  the  Grand  Templar 
bodies  in  the  world.  Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in 
two  pages. 

Referring  to  the  Cerneau  troubles  in  Ohio  he  has  the  follow¬ 
ing  : 

We  are  not  molested  with  any  outside  organizations.  Neither  our 
Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter  or  Grand  Commandery  have  ever  recog¬ 
nized  any  other  degrees  in  Masonry  save  those  under  their  immediate 
control,  and  our  legislation  covers  these  degrees  only.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  any  other  degrees,  and  no  outside  organization  can  dictate  to 
or  control  our  membership. 

Dear  me !  W e  are  glad  to  learn  that  there  is  no  more  out¬ 
side  organizations  interfering  with  Templary  in  New  Jersey. 
The  inference,  however,  which  we  draw  from  the  above  is  that 
there  is  some  outside  party  interfering  writh  Templary  in  Ohio. 
That  sounds  very  like  the  clap-trap  Cerneau  stuff  which  has 
been  dinned  into  our  ears  here  in  Ohio  for  the  past  four  years. 

He  quotes  from  Commander  Rehwinkel’s  address  as  follows : 

“  In  view  of  the  fact  that  insubordination  and  rebellion  are  thoroughly 
subdued  in  this  grand  jurisdiction,  and  the  authority  and  dignity  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  fully  vindicated,  it  would  seem  that  magnanimous 
measures  were  now  more  wise,  and  that  such  would  be  productive  of 
lasting  benefit  to  our  well-loved  Order.” 

Then  he  says : 

%/ 

We  heartily  endorse  the  latter  portion,  and  respectfully  submit  that 
if  “magnanimous  measures  ”  had  been  the  rule  heretofore,  instead  of 
the  methods  adopted,  real  “peace  and  harmony”  would  never  have 
been  interrupted. 

Brother  Bechtel,  you  are  right.  If  magnanimous  measures 
had  been  indulged  in  in  the  beginning,  bogus  clandestine  Ma¬ 
sonry  would  have  had  full  swing  in  Ohio. 

When  the  burglar  was  caught  in  the  act,  he  said,  “It  is  a  set¬ 
up  job,”  and  when  he  was  prosecuted  he  said  he  was  being 
persecuted.  It  is  ever  thus. 
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All  that  surprises  us  is  that  we  occasionally  encounter  sym- 
pathizers  with  these  Masonic  rogues  among  good  and  respecta¬ 
ble  Knights  Templars. 

He  says  that  the  broad  mantle  of  Masonic  charity  should 
have  been  spread  over  the  erring  brother. 

Oh,  don’t,  Brother  Bechtel,  you  make  us  tired.  That  old 
mantle  of  Masonic  charity  should  never  be  spread  over  an 
offense  or  crime  of  any  kind,  especially  a  Masonic  offense. 

Here  is  what  he  says  about  ritual : 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  instead  of  attempting  to  enforce  any  par¬ 
ticular  ritual,  the  Grand  Encampment  should  only  insist  on  the  essentials 
pertaining  to  Templarism,  and  permit  each  State  jurisdiction  to  “beau¬ 
tify”  as  to  them  may  seem  best;  this  would  settle  all  difficulties,  and 
we  would  have  no  more  arbitrary  edicts. 

This  is  the  same  old  story ;  nothing  but  the  essentials ,  and 
allow  each  Grand  Commandery  to  beautify  and  adorn. 

In  the  name  of  heaven  where  would  we  be?  We  would 
have  thirty-seven  different  kinds  of  rituals,  undoubtedly,  in 
the  United  States. 

And  so  mote  it  be. 


YORK 


THE  seventy-fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  the  city  of  Albany,  Oct.  9  and  10, 
1888.  Theodore  E.  Hazlehurst,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper  filling 
eighteen  pages. 

He  pays  appropriate  memorial  tribute  to  the  distinguished 
deceased  during  the  year.  A  novel  feature  is  introduced  in 
this  part  of  the  proceedings.  There  are  good  wood-cut  portraits 
of  the  deceased  accompanied  with  biographical  sketches. 

He  reports  having  made  several  visitations. 

He  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  receive  and  ballot  on 
petitions  on  short  time. 

He  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  national  ritual. 

He  acknowledges  having  received  Grand  Master  Roome’s 
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edict  against  Iowa;  thinks  the  Grand  Encampment  is  the  only 
body  clothed  with  authority  to  consider  this  question. 

Within  a  few  days  after  the  close  of  this  conclave,  Grand 
Commander  Hazlehurst  was  dead.  Requiescat  in  pace. 

There  is  a  full  account  in  the  proceedings  of  the  exercises  at 
the  unveiling  of  the  Webster  monument  at  Palmyra.  Brother 
Webster  was  the  Grand  Prelate  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  at  the  time  of  his  death.  This  monument 
was  erected  to  his  memory  by  contributions  from  various  New 
York  Commanderies  and  individual  members.  The  address 
upon  the  occasion,  by  Rev.  Cornelius  L.  Twig,  an  admirable 
production,  is  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

The  proceedings  are  brief  and  mostly  local. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  competitive  drills  for  prizes  are  considered  by  this 
Grand  Body  as  unwise  and  in  their  judgment  no  dispensations  should  be 
granted  for  said  purpose. 

We  most  heartily  approve  of  this  and  hope  that  every  other 
Grand  Commandery  will  follow. 

A  member  was  tried  and  convicted  by  his  Commandery  for 
unknightly  conduct,  and  was  suspended  or  expelled  by  the 
body.  He  appealed  to  the  Grand  Commandery  and  that  body 
decided  that  inasmuch  as  the  time  for  appeal  was  limited  to 
six  months,  and  inasmuch  as  the  Knight  did  not  appeal  until 
sixteen  months  after  the  trial,  therefore  he  had  forfeited  his 
right  to  appeal,  and  the  finding  of  the  Commandery  remained 
and  his  appeal  was  dismissed.  Very  similar  to  a  case  we  had 
in  Ohio  a  few  years  ago  about  which  such  a  hubbub  was  made. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  first  four  offi¬ 
cers,  to  carefully  examine  the  rituals  of  the  Orders  of  Knights 
of  the  Red  Cross  and  Knights  Templars  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  in  1886,  with  instructions 
to  formulate  such  amendments  thereto  as  will  in  their  judg¬ 
ment  tend  to  remove  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  such 
rituals  which  may  exist  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  when  so  for¬ 
mulated  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

We  observe  that  more  than  two  of  the  Grand  Commanderies 
have  passed  similar  resolutions.  If  they  have  transmitted 
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their  action  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  then  according  to  the  logic 
and  argument  of  Iowa  and  Mississippi,  the  Grand  Recorder 
should  have  printed  these  formulated  rituals  in  the  summons, 
else  they  can  not  be  considered  at  the  Triennial  Conclave  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  at  Washington.  We  shall  see  what 
we  shall  see. 

It  was  announced  that  the  venerable  Knight,  Grand  Recorder 
Robert  McCoy,  had  prepared  a  concise  history  of  the  origin  of 
chivalry  and  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  throughout  the  world. 
It  was  ordered  that  it  be  published  with  the  proceedings.  We 
find  it  in  the  proceedings. 

The  reports  of  the  various  grand  officers,  who  made  official 
visitations  of  inspection,  are  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

Sir  Austin  C.  Wood,  of  Syracuse,  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Bro.  Robert  McCoy,  of  Brooklyn,  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  the 
venerable  and  lamented,  the  late  John  W.  Simons.  This  was 
his  thirty-sixth  annual  report  and  was  the  last  one  written  by 
him.  It  did  not  include  a  notice  of  all  the  Commanderies. 

Brother  Simons  died  October  22cl,  in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of 
his  age.  The  venerable  Knight  held  the  position  of  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  thirty-six 
years,  a  longer  period  than  any  one  else  ever  held  a  similar 
position  in  the  United  States.  He  was  one  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished,  and  one  of  the  best  known  of  all  the  reportorial  corps. 
He  was  universally  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  personal  acquaintance.  All  honor  to  his  mem¬ 
ory.  May  he  rest  in  peace. 

Owing  to  this  sad  circumstance  connected  with  this  report, 
and  with  the  entire  proceedings,  and  the  subsequent  death  of 
the  retiring  Grand  Commander,  we  forbear  making  any  criti¬ 
cism. 

Bro.  Robert  McCoy’s  history  of  the  origin  of  chivalry  and 
the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  while  it  contains  but  little  that  is 
new  in  that  class  of  literature,  yet  it  is  quite  interesting,  and 
being  in  English,  it  is  accessible  to  the  great  mass  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Order. 

The  proceedings  are  adorned  with  a  very  nice  artotype  por¬ 
trait  of  the  late  Grand  Commander,  Theodore  Hazlehurst. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA— 1888. 

THE  eighth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Winston,  August  1  and  2,  1888, 
Sir  Carl  A.  Woodruff,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Seven  Commanderies  were  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander,  in  his  address,  pays  appropriate 
memorial  tribute  to  the  late  Sir  John  G.  Webster,  Grand  Pre¬ 
late  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States;  also,  to 
other  distinguished  members  of  the  Order  deceased  during  the 
year. 

He  reports  that  the  Knights  of  North  Carolina  cheerfully 
accepted  and  adopted  the  national  ritual,  and  that  the  Grand 
Commandery  had  practically  adopted  it  two  years  before  its 
final  adoption  by  the  Grand  Encampment. 

He  has  the  following: 

This  ritual  may  not  be  perfect,  but  any  imperfections  or  omissions 
that  may  exist,  can  be  corrected  by  proper  legislation  at  the  Triennial 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  It  would  indeed  be  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  secure  a  ritual  that  would  please  every  one  of  the 
70,000  Sir  Knights  in  this  vast  country;  however,  I  am  an  advocate  of 
uniformity,  not  only  as  regards  ritual,  but  in  all  matters  of  interest  to 
our  Order,  as  dress,  tactics,  etc. 

He  reports  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  throughout  the 
jurisdiction;  that  he  made  numerous  visitations,  and  had 
granted  several  dispensations  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions 
on  short  time. 

Sir  Woodruff’s  address  is  a  business  paper  relating  almost 
exclusively  to  local  matters. 

The  Deputy  Commander  submitted  a  report  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  visits  of  inspection,  etc. 

Sir  John  A.  Porter,  of  Asheville,  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson,  of  Wilmington,  was 
re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  in  the  proceedings.  There  is  a  total  membership  of 
228.  Twenty-one  were  knighted  during  the  year. 

George  W.  Bent  submits  a  report  on  fraternal  relations, 
briefly  noticing  the  proceedings  of  most  of  the  Grand  Templar 
Bodies,  including  Ohio  for  1887. 
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NORTH  CAROLINA— 1889. 

THE  ninth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
was  held  in  Wilmington,  May  23  and  24,  1889,  Sir  John 
A.  Porter,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  brief  business  paper  of 
three  pages.  The  address  indicates  that  the  Order  is  not  in  as 
flourishing  a  condition  in  North  Carolina  as  could  be  desired. 
W e  quote : 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  our  growth  has  not  been  more  healthy  and 
vigorous,  and  it  is  my  duty,  as  your  chief  officer,  to  suggest  that  the  lack 
of  zeal  and  interest  evident  in  some  of  our  subordinate  bodies  has  been 
caused  by  the  laxity  of  this  Grand  Commandery  in  enforcing  its  laws 
and  regulations.  I  refer  to  Commanderies  which  year  after  year  have 
failed  to  hold  any  conclave,  pay  dues  or  keep  records.  And  yet  this 
Grand  Body  has  neglected  to  take  cognizance  of  their  shortcomings  by 
dealing  with  them.  Nor  has  it  made  active  effort  to  promote  zeal  and 
encourage  these  Commanderies  to  discharge  their  duty.  Is  not  the 
harmony  reported  as  prevailing  throughout  this  grand  jurisdiction  the 
harmony  of  indifference  and  neglect,  rather  than  one  of  love  for  our 
noble  Order  and  its  success  and  growth  ? 

He  reports  having  made  several  visits  of  inspection. 

The  proceedings  are  brief  and  we  find  but  little  of  general 
interest  in  them. 

Sir  John  A.  Porter,  of  Asheville,  was  re-elected  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Horace  H.  Munson,  of  Wilmington,  was 
re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  in  the  proceedings.  The  entire  membership  is  220. 
Twenty-four  were  knighted  during  the  year. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  James 
Southgate.  He  makes  brief  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  most 
of  the  Templar  Grand  Bodies,  including  Ohio  for  1888.  Sir 
Southgate  makes  a  very  satisfactory,  report  when  we  consider 
the  limited  space  to  which  he  was  confined. 
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OREGON— 1888. 


"'HE  second  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Portland,  October  9,  1888,  Sir 
James  Fullerton  Robinson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  short  business  paper. 

He  acknowledges  having  received  Grand  Master  Roome’s 
edict  against  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa,  and  in  con¬ 
formity  with  its  requirements  he  transmitted  the  same  to  the 
Commanderies.  This  was  like  a  true  and  loyal  Knight  Tem¬ 
plar  and  law-abiding  citizen,  not  as  an  anarchist  or  a  go-as- 
you-please  Commander. 

In  his  general  order,  transmitting  Grand  Master  Roome’s 
edict,  he  used  the  following  courteous  and  knightly  language : 


He  hoped  that  ere  his  order  reached  the  Commanderies  that  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Iowa  would  be  adjusted  in  that  spirit  of  knightly  courtesy  for  which 
the  Templar  Order  is  so  noted,  and  that  the  result  may  show  these  were 
simply  misunderstood,  instead  of  as  would  be  inferred  from  the  corres¬ 
pondence,  a  breach  of  those  courteous  relations  which  have  so  long  and 
so  amiably  existed  between  the  respective  Grand  Bodies. 


He  reports  that  at  the  last  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  owing  to  its  youth,  he  omitted  the  appointing  of 
a  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He  now  recom¬ 
mends  the  appointing  of  such  a  committee  by  his  successor. 

The  proceedings  of  this  young  body  are  of  the  briefest,  and 
entirely  local. 

An  application  was  made  for  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Com¬ 
mandery,  but  after  full  consideration  the  same  was  declined. 

That  is  right,  go  slow,  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  new  Commanderies. 

The  Committee  on  Tactics  reported  progress,  and  asked 
further  time. 

Sir  Charles  Taylor,  of  Dayton,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  F.  J.  Babcock,  of  Salem,  was  re-elected  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

This  is  a  baby  Commandery  and  must  be  treated  as  such. 
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PENNSYLVANIA— 1889. 


HE  thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 


mandery  was  held  in  the  city  of  Easton,  May  28  and  29, 


1889,  Sir  Knight  William  W.  Allen,  R.  E.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  presiding. 

It  appears  that  under  the  rules  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
they  always  have  a  grand  parade  in  the  city  where  the  Annual 
Conclave  is  held,  such  parade  being  under  the  direction  of  the 
Grand  Body  itself.  Hence  we  find  in  the  printed  proceedings 
the  notice  of  conclave  and  annual  parade  as  issued  by  the  Right 
Eminent  Grand  Commander,  notifying  the  Commanderies  that 
the  annual  parade  would  take  place  on  May  28,  and  directing 
Commanderies  to  notify  the  Captain-General: 

First.  Whether  or  not  they  will  have  a  band,  if  so  give  name  of 
band  and  number  of  pieces  and  men  in  it. 

Second.  The  probable  number  of  Knights  they  expect  to  have  in  line. 

Third.  Their  place  of  sojourning  in  the  city  and  time  of  arrival. 

This  is  bringing  the  matter  of  parade  down  to  a  pretty  fine 
point. 

Following  this  general  order  the  Captain-General  issued  an 
order  as  to  the  formation  of  the  procession,  line  of  march,  etc., 
all  of  which,  as  the  proceedings  show,  was  carried  out.  Then 
we  are  informed  that — 

Seldom,  if  ever,  has  such  a  sight  been  witnessed  in  Easton  as  was 
that  at  the  Tournoi  and  Reception  in  the  evening,  etc.  The  ladies  in 
full  dress,  the  gentlemen  in  full  Templar  uniform,  combined  made  a 
picture  complete  in  itself,  and  more  of  the  same  sort.  At  half-past  nine 
o’clock  the  grand  march  commenced  and  from  that  time  until  morning 
pleasure  reigned  supreme. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address,  with  the  official 

/ 

papers  accompanying  it,  fills  thirty-two  pages. 

He  reports  that  peace  reigns  within  the  borders  and  that  the 
sixty-three  Commanderies  in  the  jurisdiction  are  in  a  prosper¬ 
ous  condition;  that  he  had  found  no  opposition  against  the 
rules,  regulations  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Commandery  or  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  On  the  contrary,  he 
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found  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  every  law  or  edict  laid  down 
or  promulgated  for  the  government  of  the  Order. 

On  the  subject  of  the  national  ritual  he  has  the  following: 

The  ritual  adopted  and  promulgated  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States  at  its  conclave,  held  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  in  1886,  is 
the  only  authorized  work  of  the  Order,  and  no  other  will  he  used.  There 
has  been  too  much  delay  in  adopting  this  work  in  our  Commanderies. 
We  have  no  option  in  this  matter  but  to  obey.  We  have  instructed  our 
several  division  Commanders  to  visit  the  Commanderies  in  their  various 
divisions  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  report  to  us  whether  the  adopted 
work  is  being  used  or  not.  This  must  include  the  working  of  the  Malta 
Degree  either  by  the  long  or  short  ceremonial,  which  is  left  optional 
with  the  Eminent  Commanders. 

Your  Grand  Commander  recommends  that  the  Commanderies  use 
their  own  pleasure  in  regard  to  that  which  is  made  optional  in  the  open¬ 
ing  and  closing  ceremonies,  directing  further  that  the  triangle  and  sing¬ 
ing  be  used ;  hut ,  above  all,  that  the  Apostle's  Creed  and  Lord’s  Prayer  he 
never  omitted.  The  foregoing  were  recommended  by  our  last  Grand 
Commander,  R.  E.  Sir  Knight  Lee  S.  Smith,  in  his  report,  and  were 
unanimously  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  I  desire  further  to 
say  that  the  same  meets  with  the  hearty  approval  of  your  present  Grand 
Commander. 

No  Eminent  Commander  will  permit  his  Commandery  to  be  opened, 
nor  will  he  permit  any  business  to  be  transacted,  unless  there  be  present 
vine  Sir  Knights,  members  of  his  Commandery,  in  good  and  regular 
standing  and  entitled  to  vote,  one  of  them  being  an  officer  competent 
and  legally  qualified  to  preside.  This  is  emphasized  because  the  num¬ 
ber  seven  is  mentioned  in  the  adopted  ritual,  but  which  has  been  cor¬ 
rected  by  an  edict  of  the  Grand  Master. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  following: 

The  wearing  or  exposing  of  any  jewel  or  badge  when  in  Templar 
uniform,  full  or  fatigue,  other  than  those  belonging  to  or  approved  by 
the  Grand  Commandery  ( Commandery  badges  excepted ),  Chapter  or 
Blue  Lodge,  is  positively  prohibited. 

He  reports  that  owing  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Right 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  he  felt  that  for  the  good  of  Templar 
Masonry  he  should  issue  a  circular  for  information  to  the 
members  of  the  Order  in  Pennsylvania,  which  he  said  would 
speak  for  itself  and  need  no  further  comment  from  him,  nor 
does  it,  and  here  it  is : 
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Office  of  the 

Right  Eminent  Grand  Commander 
of  the 

Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars 
of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  Eminent  Commander  of  Commandery  No . 

Sir  Knight: — Whereas,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  has  declared,  “that  it  is  not  consistent  with 
his  duty  as  a  Master  Mason  to  belong  to  the  so-called  ‘  Cerneau  Kite  ’  of 
Scottish  Masonry,  and  has  made  such  who  are  members  thereof  liable 
to  charges,  unless  they  withdraw  from  the  same ;  ”  and 

Whereas,  Clifford  P.  MaeCalla,  Esq.,  R.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  his  edict  of  January  21,  1889,  says:  “All  bodies  in  the 
Masonic  jurisdiction  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto 
belonging,  appertaining  to,  or  constituting,  or  derived  from  the  so-called 
‘Cerneau  Rite,’  have  been  authoritatively  ascertained  and  officially 
declared  to  be  clandestine;  ”  and 

Whereas,  James  S.  Barber,  Esq.,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  of  the 
Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  etc  ,  has  declared 
that  the  same  requirements  are  to  be  made  in  the  Chapters  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  Pennsylvania,  as  regards  the  status  of  Master  Masons 
affiliate  and  non-affiliate  ;  and 

Whereas,  the  relations  existing  between  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  M.  E.  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  and  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commanderv  of  Pennsylvania,  have 
always  been  of  the  most  intimate  nature ;  in  fact,  for  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  our  Commanderies,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  so  ;  and 

Whereas,  Commanderies  are  composed  of  affiliated  and  non-affiliated 
Master  Masons  and  Royal  Arch  Masons,  some  of  whom  may  he  and  are 
members  of  one  of  the  bodies  of  the  so-called  “Cerneau  Rite  ”  of  Scot¬ 
tish  Masonry ;  and 

Whereas,  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Commanderies,  those 
should  not  be  admitted  within  our  asylums  whom  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  has  declared  inimical  to  its  interests,  and  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  these  clandestine  bodies ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  William  W.  Allen,  Esq.,  Right  Eminent  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  do  hereby  require  that  you,  as  Eminent  Commander  of  your 
Commandery,  ascertain  as  early  as  possible  if  any  of  your  members  are 
unaffiliated  Master  Masons  or  Royal  Arch  Masons,  or  are  members  of 
Lodges  and  Chapters  in  other  jurisdictions,  and  if  so,  if  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  either  of  the  so-called  bodies  of  the  “  Cerneau  Rite,”  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  New  York  City;  and  if  they  are  members  thereof,  and  do 
not  withdraw  from  the  same,  you  will  not  permit  them  to  be  present  in 
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open  Commandery.  You  will  also  see  that  the  same  requirements  as 
to  the  admission  of  visitors  be  enforced  as  in  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

You  will  cause  this  edict  to  he  read  in  an  audible  voice,  and  entered 
on  the  records  in  full,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  of  your  members. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  this  25th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1889. 

William  W.  Allen, 

R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 


This  was  drawing  the  papers  pretty  tight  upon  the  dealers 
in  Bohemian  oats  Masonry,  and  of  course  it  was  only  to  be 
expected  that  they  would  squeal;  that  they  would  roar.  Well, 
they  did  both,  but  their  roar  was  as  harmless  and  effeminate 
as  Bottom’s  roar,  when  he  said  he  would  roar  like  a  sucking 
dove. 

Among  the  questions  presented  to  him  for  his  decision  we 
select  the  following,  which  we  recommend  to  the  careful,  cool 
consideration  of  the  Templars  of  Ohio  Can’t  you  do  as  Penn¬ 
sylvania  has  done  and  free  yourselves  from  the  unjust  and 
narrow  provincial  law  which  now  prevails  that  an  applicant 
for  our  Christian  Chivalric  Orders  must  apply  to  the  Com¬ 
mandery  nearest  his  residence?  All  honor  to  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Pennsylvania  for  having  made  this  great  advance 
movement.  Let’s  fall  in  : 

Question. — Is  the  law  governing  jurisdiction  of  Commanderies,  as 
stated  in  the  Digest,  still  in  force  in  this  jurisdiction  at  the  present 
time  ? 

Answer. — Sec.  100,  page  25,  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  is  the  law,  and  the  only  law 
governing  jurisdiction  in  Pennsylvania.  In  order  that  there  may  be  no 
mistake  or  any  misunderstanding  as  to  this  question  of  jurisdiction,  I 
will  say,  that  in  the  adoption  of  Sec.  100  the  Grand  Commandery  granted 
to  the  applicant  the  fullest  liberty  to  apply  where  he  pleased,  and  that 
it  he  applied  to  any  other  Commandery  than  the  one  nearest  his  resi¬ 
dence,  that  this  fact  was  no  disqualification  for  knighting  and  membership 
therein.  The  law  further  says,  that  the  only  question  a  Commandery 
can  consider  is  “  Shall  permission  be  granted  to  act  upon  the  petition?” 

My  several  predecessors,  from  1880  to  the  present  time,  have  decided 
that  the  only  valid  Masonic  Templar  objection  can  be  as  to  the  Masonic 
character  and  life  of  the  candidate.  It  is  not  a  question  as  to  residence, 
but  as  to  being  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic  report. 
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Freemasonry  does  not  compel  a  man  to  apply  to  a  certain  Lodge, 
Chapter,  Council,  or  Commandery  for  Masonic  light  or  advancement. 
It  leaves  the  selection  of  his  Masonic  home  to  himself,  but  it  requires 
that  strict  inquiry  shall  be  made  at  the  place  of  his  residence  and  of 
Masons  who  know  him  as  to  his  fitness  to  be  made  a  Mason  or  be  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  Order,  and  when  the  question  is  asked  of  a  Masonic  body, 
it  is  a  Mason’s  duty  to  make  his  objections  known,  and  if  the  applicant 
is  unworthy  of  Masonic  light  or  advancement,  let  the  ballot  be  cast  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  hut  if  the  question  is  decided  on  the  place  of  his  residence 
and  permission  is  refused,  then  that  man  or  Mason  has  been  dealt  with 
unjustly,  and  the  Mason  or  Templar  who  cast  a  stain  upon  an  innocent 
person  for  that  reason,  is  unworthy  of  being  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  or  the  order  of  Christian  Knighthood,  which  teach  the  divine 
lesson,  “Do  unto  others  as  you  would  that  they  should  do  unto  you.” 
Were  the  fact  of  such  objection  made  known  to  me  for  such  an  unworthy 
reason,  I  would  declare  the  objection  null  and  void,  and  authorize  the 
Commandery  asking  permission  to  proceed. 

A  Commandery  can  not  build  itself  up  and  keep  life  and  interest  in 
its  conclaves  that  would  force  people  into  its  ranks. 

A  man  compelled  to  do  that  which  is  against  his  tastes  or  inclinations, 
would  not  make  a  good  member  of  any  organization. 

Again  we  say  to  our  Ohio  Templars,  read  .the  foregoing, 
ponder  and  inwardly  digest. 

He  decided  that  Commanderies  can  not  hold  lodges  of  sor¬ 
row,  but  that  they  can  hold  memorial  services,  at  which  Eoyal 
Arch  Masons  may  be  present. 

Here  is  a  curious  case : 


Can  a  Sir  Knight  who  does  not  believe  in  the  Trinity 

Denied  a  Dimit? 


E.  C. 


be 


My  Dear  Sir  Knight: — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  5th,  1889,  to 

E.  Sir - Division  Commander,  asking  if  you  would  be  justified  in 

refusing  to  sign  a  dimit  which  had  been  authorized  to  be  granted  by 

Commandery - ,  on  the  ground  that  the  member  is  a  very  pronounced 

unbeliever  in  our  Blessed  Lord  and  Savior,  I  would  say,  that  the  Sir 
Knight  is  entitled  to  his  dimit.  The  granting  or  refusing  of  the  dimit 
will  not  change  the  religious  belief  of  the  Sir  Knight.  He  can  not  be  a 
consistent  Knight  Templar  unless  his  belief  is  strong  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  Holy  Trinity  as  revealed  in  the  New  Testament,  and  possibly  he 
may  feel  uncomfortable  and  desirous  of  getting  away  from  the  Com¬ 
mandery  and  its  teachings.  He  is,  however,  a  Knight  Templar  in  good 
standing,  entitled  to  all  its  honors  and  benefits,  and  will  continue  so 
until  he  withdraws  from  the  Order.  This  he  can  do,  but  the  remem- 
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brance  of  his  obligations  taken  in  the  Commandery  will  never  be  oblit¬ 
erated,  and  he  can  not  relieve  himself  of  the  several  promises  and  vows 
which  he  then  voluntarily  assumed.  Let  the  Knight  depart  in  peace. 

Our  opinion  is  that  if  he  was  a  pronounced  unbeliever  in 
Jesus  Christ,  charges  ought  to  have  been  preferred  against  him, 
and  he  be  expelled  from  the  Order,  rather  than  granted  a  dimit. 
Such  a  course  would  have  been  in  harmony  with  the  ancient 
usages  of  chivalry  and  Christian  Knighthood.  If  a  Knight 
proved  recreant  to  his  vows,  he  was  degraded  from  the  Order 
with  solemn  and  impressive  ceremony. 

Here  is  a  rather  curious  case : 

At  the  hour  named  in  the  by-laws,  a  Commandery  was  opened  in 
the  usual  form  by  the  Eminent  Commander  and  his  officers,  the  minutes 
were  read  and  approved,  committee  reported  favorably  on  four  applica¬ 
tions,  the  committee  was  discharged  and  the  balloting  began.  After 
balloting  upon  the  first  candidate  it  was  announced  that  he  was  rejected. 
It  was  then  for  the  first  time  publicly  stated  that  there  was  no  warrant 
or  charter  present ;  then  the  Eminent  Commander  declared  the  whole 
action  illegal,  and  the  charter  was  sent  for.  In  the  interim  and  before 
the  arrival  of  the  charter,  there  was  an  alarm  of  fire,  some  excitement, 
and  it  was  alleged  that  one  or  more  Knights  left  the  hall.  The  charter 
having  been  received  the  Eminent  Commander  opened  the  Command¬ 
ery  again ,  in  a  legal  manner ,  the  minutes  were  read  again  and  approved. 
Then  there  was  a  report  from  the  committee  of  investigation  on  three 
of  the  four  applicants,  it  being  said  that  the  committee  had  withdrawn 
for  further  investigating  the  petition  of  the  Companion  who  had  been 
rejected  at  the  meeting  earlier  in  the  evening.  The  three  other  candi¬ 
dates  were  balloted  for  and  approved,  and  this  grand  meeting  proceeded 
regularly  until  the  conclave  was  closed. 

The  Grand  Commander  says  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
action  taken  was  most  strange. 

The  entire  performance  is  simply  disgusting.  We  believe 
that  the  first  meeting  and  all  that  was  done  was  the  fair  and 
square  meeting.  It  may  have  been  irregular,  the  charter  not 
being  present,  but  we  even  doubt  this  proposition.  That  old 
notion  that  if  the  “  charter  or  warrant  is  not  present  ”  there  is 
no  legitimate  meeting  is  simply  absurd.  The  only  question 
was,  had  it  a  charter,  was  it  a  legitimate  Commandery?  If  it 
was  a  chartered  Commandery,  then  the  first  opening  and  what 
followed  in  that  meeting  was  regular,  the  second  opening  and 
the  proceedings  following  were  irregular  and  void. 
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We  never  did  believe  in  the  idiotic  proposition  that  because 
the  charter  is  not  absolutely  present  at  the  meetings  of  a  regu¬ 
larly  chartered  Masonic  body,  that  therefore  all  business 
transacted  at  such  meetings  are  illegal  and  void.  Such  fool¬ 
ishness  reminds  us  of  the  anecdote  of  the  country  constable 
who  had  an  execution  placed  in  his  hands,  by  authority  of 
which  he  was  to  levy  upon  a  bull,  the  property  of  the  defend¬ 
ant  named  in  the  execution.  In  due  time  the  constable  reported 
that  he  had  run  all  day  after  the  bull,  in  order  that  he  might 
lay  his  hand  on  him  and  thereby  make  his  levy,  but  that  he 
had  been  unable  to  do  so,  therefore  he  had  made  no  levy. 

This  old  anecdote  is  supremely  ridiculous,  and  yet  it  is  not 
more  so  than  that  stupid  but  generally  prevalent  Masonic  ab¬ 
surdity,  that  the  absolute  presence  of  the  charter  in  the  room 
is  necessary  where  the  meeting  is  held  to  make  its  proceedings 
legal. 

He  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  change  the  stated  time 
for  the  meeting  of  a  Commandery.  Why  not?  How  stupid 
to  ask  such  a  preposterous  question. 

He  reports  having  made  numerous  visitations  of  inspection. 

He  makes  appropriate  memorial  mention  of  the  members 
deceased  during  the  year,  chief  among  these  we  note  the  name 
of  our  old  friend  and  brother,  Samuel  Harper,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  We  have  not  space  to  reprint  the  most  appro¬ 
priate  remarks  which  the  Grand  Commander  makes  upon  the 
death  of  Brother  Harper.  We  can  only  quote  two  lines: 
“  Brother  Harper  was  more  than  a  Freemason  :  he  was  an  able 
lawyer,  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  conscientious  Christian.” 

The  proceedings  have  but  little  of  general  interest. 

The  Grand  Commandery  decided  that  the  first  meeting  held 
without  the  charter  being  present,  was  unlawful  and  therefore 
void,  and  any  action  taken  at  that  time  were  as  if  no  meeting 
or  conclave  had  been  held,  and  therefore  the  petition  balloted 
upon  at  that  time  but  taken  in  charge  again  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  before  the  regular  conclave  was  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  Commandery,  that  the  conclave  opened  in  regular  form 
after  the  arrival  of  the  charter  was  the  regular  conclave,  etc. 

To  us  this  is  unjust.  It  is  introducing  hair-splitting  and 

legal  technicalties  not  to  the  credit,  nor  do  we  believe  to  the 
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advantage  of  the  Order.  The  farther  we  get  away  from  such 
legal  hair-splitting  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  Order. 

8750.00  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
actual  expenses  of  the  elected  Grand  Officers  and  Past  Grand 
Officers  in  securing  suitable  headquarters  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Pennsylvania  in  Washington. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $6,533.02. 

Bro.  Terrence  C.  Hippie,  of  Lockhaven,  was  elected  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander,  and  Bro.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  of  Philadelphia, 
was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Muckle,  on  behalf  of  the  Masonic  Home  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  made  a  very  interesting  and  gratifying  report  on  the 
growth  and  present  condition  of  that  grand  Masonic  institu¬ 
tion.  It  appears  that  the  institution  is  free  from  debt,  with 
assets  amounting  to  $45,790.31.  The  membership  is  gradually 
hut  healthfully  improving.  There  are  now  associated  with  the 
Home  100  Masonic  bodies,  138  individual  members,  and  72 
annual  contributors.  The  Grand  Commandery  appropriated 
$310.00  to  the  Home. 

Notice  was  taken  of  the  serious  illness  of  Past  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  Shidle,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  extended  to  him. 

Alas!  how  uncertain  is  life  and  how  sure  is  death.  The 
Grand  Commandery  had  scarcely  adjourned  when  the  dread 
messenger  summoned  Brother  Shidel  to  a  higher  and  holier 
sphere.  Peace  to  his  memory. 

The  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  and  Grand  Officers 
were  publicly  installed  in  the  Opera  House.  The  ceremonial 
was  accompanied  with  music  by  a  choir,  orchestra  and  a  glee 
club.  An  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by  the  new  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  Hippie.  They  are  printed  in  full  in  the 
proceedings. 

The  report  on  foreign  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir 
William  J.  Kelly,  chairman  of  the  committee. 

He  notices  the  printed  proceedings  of  twenty-five  Templar 
Grand  Bodies. 

He  deplores  the  action  of  Iowa,  because  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Grand  Encampment  would  not  have  in- 
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jured  them  a  title,  and  the  time  would  arrive  when  the  proper 
amendment  to  the  ritual  could  be  made  in  such  manner  as  the 
law  provides,  and  further,  because  they  were  forced  into  such 
a  line  of  argument  and  defense  to  justify  their  action  as  to 
make  dangerous  precedent,  not  only  for  the  grand  jurisdiction 
but  also  subordinate  Commanderies.  Sometimes  in  firing  off 
boomerangs  of  that  character  they  come  back  to  hit  ourselves. 

He  deplores  the  action  of  Grand  Master  Roome,  not  because 
he  did  wrong,  but  because  he  did  right  in  the  wrong  way. 

He  says  he  can  not  help  but  think  that  a  little  persuasion 
on  Brother  Roome’s  part  would  have  gone  far  to  have  brought 
our  fraters  of  Iowa  to  a  realizing  sense  of  their  dut}q  and  would 
have  thus  prevented  much  bitterness  that  has  been  manifested 
to  our  general  injury  and  the  evident  detriment  of  our  Order. 

Dear  Brother  Kelly,  we  don’t  believe  that  any  gentle  persua¬ 
sion  would  have  had  any  such  effect  as  you  think  it  would 
upon  our  brothers  of  Iowa.  They  were  determined  to  do  just 
what  the}^  did,  and  they  went  and  did  it. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  two  and  one  half  pages. 

He  says  that  Grand  Commander  Rehwinkel’s  address  is  quite 
well  written,  and  is  interesting  reading  taken  as  a  whole. 

He  joins  with  us  in  the  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  craze  in  our  Order  for  tactics  and  drill  will  have 
passed  away.  In  this  connection  we  should  mention  the  fact 
that  Grand  Commander  Allen,  in  his  annual  address,  reported 
that  he  had  occasion  during  the  year  to  refuse  permission  for  a 
competitive  drill,  on  the  ground  that  such  exhibitions  are 
productive  of  discord,  contention  and  jealousy,  and  should 
therefore  be  avoided.  To  us  this  has  the  right  ring. 

We  do  not  find,  however,  that  the  Grand  Commandery  took 
any  action  on  his  recommendation. 

The  time  will  come,  however,  when  Templary  will  take  a 
higher  and  more  dignified  position. 

Sir  Kelly  presents  a  very  good  synopsis  of  the  interesting- 
matters  that  have  been  before  the  various  Templar  Grand 
Commanderies. 
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TENNESSEEE — 1889. 

THE  twenty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Murfreesboro,  May  14  and  15,  1889, 
Sir  Gamaliel  B.  Wilson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper 
of  five  pages.  W e  quote : 

The  year  that  began  with  all  the  indications  of  prosperity  and  suc¬ 
cess  soon  showed  signs  of  trouble  and  disaster,  that  at  one  time  threat¬ 
ened  to  overcast  our  whole  horizon  ;  but,  thanks  to  wise  counsels  and 
just  action,  the  clouds  have  passed  over,  leaving  a  brilliant  bow  of 
promise  athwart  our  sky,  whose  promises  have  been  bountifully  ful¬ 
filled,  and  the  Order  to-day  in  Tennessee  is  in  a  more  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion  than  for  years  before,  both  numerically  and  financially.  It  gives 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  report  that  we  have  gained  nearly  six  per 
cent,  on  the  total  membership,  as  reported  at  our  last  Grand  Conclave. 
The  financial  condition  is  no  less  gratifying:  we  have  paid  off  the  debt 
that  has  been  on  us  for  the  last  few  years,  and  now  have  several  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  in  the  treasury.  There  has  been  much  more  interest  mani¬ 
fested  in  Masonic  circles  than  heretofore,  and  the  interest  is  on  the 
increase. 

He  makes  appropriate  memorial  mention  of  the  distin¬ 
guished  dead  of  the  year. 

Says  that  in  the  beginning  of  his  official  term  he  had  serious 
doubts  as  to  the  benefits  of  official  visitations.  The  intention 
of  these  visits  should  he  to  inspect  the  work  and  conduct  of 
the  subordinates,  correct  errors,  harmonize  any  ill  feeling  that 
perchance  might  exist  between  members,  and  in  every  way 
build  up  and  increase  the  interests  of  the  Order.  Too  often 
these  duties  were  lost  sight  of,  and  the  visits  were  devoted  to 
social  enjoyment  alone.  Feeling  thus,  he  was  loath  to  send 
visitors  until  he  found  several  of  the  subordinates  desired 
them,  and  to  gratify  them  he  selected  Past  Grand  Command¬ 
ers  as  having  more  experience  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  duties  to  be  performed.  His  experience  led  him  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Grand  Commander  can  effect  more  good  in 
visiting  than  any  one  he  can  delegate  to  that  duty.  He  recom¬ 
mended  that  it  be  made  his  duty  to  make  these  visitations  and 
that  he  be  paid  his  expenses. 
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We  quote  the  following  with  great  pleasure,  as  showing  what 
may  he  clone  with  that  much-abused  ritual  of  Malta,  by  con¬ 
scientious  well-disposed  Templars,  and  of  such  is  Memphis 
Commandery,  No.  4,  composed,  as  we  have  good  reason  to 
believe : 

Last  June,  by  invitation,  I  visited  Memphis  and  witnessed  the  con¬ 
ferring  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  in  full  form,  with  all  the  scenic  effect  and 
the  charms  of  impressive  music.  The  effect  was  grand  beyond  expres¬ 
sion.  The  music  was  peculiarly  inspiring,  and  as  the  soft  and  touching 
strains  reached  the  ear  it  suggested  dreams  of  paradise  and  angel  voices. 
The  work  was  under  the  special  management  of  Sir  Bun  F.  Price,  E.  C., 
who,  together  with  his  assisting  officers,  deserve  the  greatest  praise  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  rendered  the  various  parts.  It  was  an  occa¬ 
sion  long  to  be  remembered,  as  well  as  the  elegant  banquet  that 
followed. 

He  granted  a  number  of  dispensations  to  Commancleries  to 
receive  petitions  and  ballot  on  short  time,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses. 

He  refers  to  the  subject  of  the  National  Ritual  in  courteous 
terms  in  marked,  contrast  with  the  coarse  criticism  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  He 
favors  the  idea  that  the  Grand  Encampment  should  only 
retain  control  over  the  essentials. 

The  proceedings  are  routine,  mostly  relating  to  local  matters. 

The  Grand  Recorder  says  that  the  printed  proceedings  of  the 
last  Annual  Conclave  were  mailed  within  twenty  days  after 
the  close  of  the  conclave.  He  also  informs  us  that  some  juris¬ 
dictions  do  not  issue  their  proceedings  within  less  than  three 
months.  “Comparisons  are  odious.” 

He  reports  that  the  edict  of  Grand  Master  Roome,  forbiding 
Templar  intercourse  with  the  Templars  of  Iowa,  was  received 
June  4,  1888,  and  that  it  was  sent  to  the  Grand  Commander, 
who  read  it  at  the  head  of  the  lines  at  the  special  conclave, 
(July  10,  1888),  and  that  it  was  not  otherwise  promulgated. 

In  this  connection  it  is  prop>er  that  we  should  note  that  a 
special  conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  held  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  J uly  10,  1888.  In  the  general  order  calling  this  conclave 
the  Grand  Commander  gave  notice  that  the  special  business 
for  which  the  conclave  was  called  would  be  the  consideration 
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of  the  resolutions  recalling  the  ritual  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  etc.,  adopted  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
clave  of  1888. 

It  is  a  real  pleasure  to  us  to  have  to  report  that  at  this  special 
conclave  the  offensive  resolution,  which  placed  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  Tennessee  in  the  attitude  of  open  rebellion 
against  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  was  revoked !  And  it  was  ordered  that  the 
“  order  ”  of  M.  E.  Grand  Master  Roome  should  be  obeyed. 

This  is  what  we  commended  and  called  “  sober  second 
thoughts  ”  in  our  report  last  year,  hut  our  distinguished 
brother,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of 
Tennessee,  would  not  accept  it  that  way.  We  did  not  expect 
that  he  would ;  it  is  a  fact,  however,  all  the  same. 

The  proceedings  would  indicate  that  the  Grand  Recorder  is 
the  principal  factor  in  the  body ;  in  fact  it  appears  that  if  he 
were  subtracted  from  it  that  there  would  not  be  much  left. 

In  his  report,  referring  to  the  establishment  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States  of  the  Grand  Commander- 
ies  of  Wyoming  and  Montana,  he  says,  “ I  courteously  recom¬ 
mend  the  recognition  necessary  to  establish  Grand  Representa¬ 
tion.” 

Modest,  obliging  Recorder,  you  relieved  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  of  much  labor,  which  in  other  not  so  well  regulated 
Grand  Commanderies  devolves  upon  him. 

He  informs  us  that  he  had  sent  out  the  Tennessee  commit¬ 
tee’s  report  on  ritual  to  the  Grand  Representatives  of  Tennes¬ 
see  in  other  jurisdictions,  to  the  Grand  Recorders,  and  to  over 
one  hundred  Knights  of  distinction  in  the  law  and  as  ritualists, 
and  he  reports  as  having  on  file  sixty-seven  letters  from  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  cordially  approving  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  proposition  of  essentials  and  non-essentials,  and  pledging 
their  hearty  support  at  Washington.  Then  if  this  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  adopted  we  will  have  more  chaos  in  the  Templar  work 
than  was  ever  known  before.  With  a  slight  paraphrase  from 
The  Dunciad ,  we  may  then  say, — 

Vo  th}--  dread  empire,  chaos  will  be  restored  ;  , 

Light  die ‘before  thy  uncreating  word; 

Thy  hand,  great  Anaeh  !  will  let  the  curtain  fall, 

And  universal  darkness  bury  all. 
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Five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  expenses  of  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Grand  Commandery  at  the  Triennial  in 
W  ash  i  n  gt  o  n  C  i ty . 

Sir  William  C.  Smith,  of  Nashville,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  George  C.  Connor,  of  Chattanooga,  was  re¬ 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  total  membership  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  is  880. 

The  Order  of  the  Temple  was  conferred  on  fifty-eight  appli¬ 
cants  last  year. 

*/ 

On  the  first  day  of  the  conclave  the  Grand  Commandery 
was  escorted  to  church  by  a  number  of  Commanderies. 

The  Tennessee  Templar  form  of  divine  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Strickland,  Grand  Prelate,  and  an 
appropriate  sermon  was  preached  by  him.  In  the  evening  the 
Knights  in  uniform,  accompanied  by  their  ladies,  repaired  to 
the  opera  house,  where  an  original  operetta  called  “The  Birds 
of  Tennessee'’  was  “charmingly  rendered.” 

On  the  evening  of  the  second  day  there  was  a  grand  banquet 
at  which  the  ladies  were  present.  This  being  over,  “  all 
repaired  to  the  hall  of  terpsichore,”  known  among  country 
folks  as  the  dancing  room. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  George  C.  Connor,  the 
Grand  Recorder. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  notice  in  five  pages.  We  quote : 

The  proceedings  were  interesting.  The  outburst  of  indignation  over 
Iowa’s  daring  to  do  what  it  believed  to  be  right  caused  Ohio  to  revoke 
the  commission  of  her  representative  in  that  State,  and  compelled  the 
conservative  Gabe  Harmon  to  throw  up  the  sponge  as  Iowa’s  repre¬ 
sentative  in  Ohio.  The  printed  protest  of  Grand  Commander  Yarnum 
was  pitched  into  the  stove  as  an  “incendiary  document,”  but  Grand 
Commander  Rehwinkel’s  “rebuke,”  sent  Sir  Yarnum,  is  printed  in  fine 
style.  Tennessee’s  circular,  asking  co-operation  on  the  ritual  matter, 
went  to  the  waste-basket  as  “  unknightly  and  unmasonic.”  How  unlike 
the  action  of  the  other  jurisdictions. 

To  be  sure  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  to 
treat  communications  from  sister  Grand  Commanderies  in  any  way  it 
deems  most  knightly.  But  we  respectfully  insist  that,  though  Ohio 
may  be  desirous  of  being  known  as  a  “  subordinate  ”  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment,  Tennessee  is  not.  This  Grand  Commandeiy  was  organized 
in  1859  by  three  Commanderies,  who,  up  to  that  time,  were  subordinates 
of  the  Grand  Encampment.  The  Grand  Commandery  thus  legally 
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formed  became  a  constituent  part  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  not 
a  subordinate,  whose  life  might  be  taken  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.  Bear  in  mind  that  so  long  as  nine  members  remain 
loyal  a  Grand  Commandery  can  not  cease  to  exist.  The  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  may  cast  out  the  “part,”  but  it  can  not  destroy  that  part,  nor 
make  its  work  clandestine.  It  may  prevent  its  own  membership  from 
acknowledging  the  work  of  this  expelled  part,  but  the  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  of  Tennessee  would  live  on  all  the  same. 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing  says  that  it  is  “pleasure  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Ohio  near  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee.” 

“ ’Tis  true:  ’  tis  true  ’  tis  a  pity;  and  pitj'  ’tis  ’tis  true.” 

More  in  the  same  style.  In  view  of  the  foregoing,  in  this 
report  we  can  not  but  say,  save  Ohio  from  some  of  her  repre¬ 
sentatives  (?)  or  rather  misrepresentatives. 

After  having  written  a  score  of  pages  in  review  of  this  Ten¬ 
nessee  report,  we  changed  our  mind,  concluding  to  confine 
ourselves  to  exposing  a  few,  and  only  a  few  of  the  gross  mis¬ 
statement  of  facts  contained  in  it.  We  destroyed  our  manu¬ 
script  and  now  write  as  follows : 

Sir  Connor  says  that  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee, 
when  organized  in  1859,  “  became  a  constituent  part  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  and  not  a  subordinate .” 

Turning  to  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
convocation  of  Knights  Templars,  at  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee,  we  find  the  following: 

Sir  Charles  A.  Fuller,  presiding  officer  of  the  convocation,  presented 
the  warrant  received  from  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  authorizing  the  formation  of 
a  State  Grand  Commandery  as  follows: 

Office  of  the  Grand  Master  \ 

Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States  of  America.  / 

To  all  True  and  Courteous  Knights  of  our  Order : 

Know  ye,  that  whereas  there  are  now  established  and  existing  four 
Commanderies  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  holding  their  authority  from 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  working  under  its 
jurisdiction,  to  wit:  The  Nashville  Commandery,  No.  1;  Yorkville 
Commandery,  No.  2;  DeMolay  Commandery,  No.  3;  and  Cyrene  Com¬ 
mandery,  No.  4; 
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And  whereas,  on  behalf  of  those  several  Commanderies,  it  has  been 
duly  certified  unto  our  Grand  Encampment,  at  its  last  triennial  session, 
that  they  are  desirous  to  form,  hold  and  maintain  a  Grand  Commandery 
in  and  for  the  State  of  Tennessee,  subordinate  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  said  Grand  Encampment  having 
authorized  such  formation, 

Therefore,  I,  Benjamin  Brown  French,  Grand  Master  as  aforesaid,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  order  of  said  Grand  Encampment,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  high  powers  in  me  vested,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  Rules  of  the  Order,  do  hereby  empower  the  aforesaid  Com¬ 
manderies,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  at  such 
time  and  place  as  they  may  agree  upon,  and  form  a  State  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  in  and  for  the  State  of  Tennessee,  subordinate  to  our  Grand 
Encampment  when  so  formed ,  making  due  return  and  report  to  me  of  all 
their  official  doings  and  proceedings  in  the  premises,  and  making  a 
like  return  to  our  V.  E.  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Samuel  G.  Risk,  of  New 
Orleans.  And  for  all  their  doings,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
usages  of  our  Order  in  forming  and  holding  such  State  Commandery, 
this  shall  be  their  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
this  third  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1859,  A.  0.  741. 

B.  B.  French,  [l.s.] 
Grand  Master. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  organized  under  authority  of 
the  foregoing  warrant.  It  is  as  clearly  expressed  in  that  docu¬ 
ment  as  can  be  done  in  words  in  the  English  language,  that 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  was  a  sub¬ 
ordinate  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States. 
When  did  she  cease  to  be  such  ? 

The  statutes  adopted  at  that  time  contain  the  following : 

Art.  III.  The  Grand  Commandeiy  derives  all  its  powers  from  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  and  appendant  Orders  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  the  constitutions  and  regulations  of  which 
its  obedience  is  ever  due. 

\ 

This  passage  still  remains  in  their  statutes.  Yet  in  the  face 
of  these  existing  historical  facts,  Ohio  is  sneered  at  and  criti¬ 
cised  in  the  supercilious  manner  quoted,  because  she  accepts 
and  conforms  to  the  fact  that  she  is  subordinate  of  the  Grand 
Encampment;  and  Tennessee,  through  its  committee,  cooly 
informs  us  that  she  is  not,  hut  is  a  constituent.  We  have  no 
patience  with  such  mendacious  perversion  of  history. 
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It  is  criminal  to  make  such  false  statements.  How  many 
young  Templars  have  been  deceived  by  it?  The  author  of 
this  historical  falsehood  knew  better.  However  some  people 
never  let  facts  stand  in  their  way,  apparently  having  faith  in 
that  pious  old  adage,  that  “a  lie  well  stuck  to  is  as  good  as  the 
truth.” 

The  warrant  under  which  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Iowa 
was  organized  in  1868,  was  issued  by  B.  B.  French,  then  Grand 
Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
the  same  as  that  of  Tennessee,  only  differing  in  the  names  of 
Commanderies  and  States.  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  are  the 
same.  These  four  States  have  been  most  prominent  in  pro¬ 
claiming  that  they  are  not  subordinates  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States. 

Quoting  a  passage  from  our  report,  in  which  we  intended  to 
use  the  word  plagiarism,  but  the  printer  made  it  “  plagarism,” 
Sir  Connor  pounces  upon  this  typographical  error,  exclaiming, 
“What’s  that?”  To  such  puerile  stuff  we  say,  scat. 

“  Of  all  the  cants  which  are  canted  in  this  canting  world, —  though  the  cant  of 
hypocrites  may  be  the  worst, —  the  cant  of  criticism  is  the  most  tormenting.” 

W e  quote : 

Sir  Carson  knew  that  the  Tennessee  committee  opposed  a  “uniform 
ritual,”  and  that  it  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  “essentials”  by 
the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  remitting  of  the  “details  of  the  work” 
to  the  Grand  Commanderies.  This  is  the  printed  paper  he  reviews,  and 
yet  he  publishes  the  above  deliberate  misrepresentation. 

Sir  Connor  said,  “There  is  a  better  ceremonial  at  the  triangle,” 
and  in  another  place,  “  there  is  a  better  address  than  either.” 
Hence  Sir  Carson  said,  “Undoubtedly  the  Tennessee  committee 
has  a  better  ritual.”  What  did  the  committee  (Connor)  mean 
by  “a  better,”  etc.,  if  he  didn’t  mean  that?  There  is  “misrep¬ 
resentation,”  plenty  of  it,  too,  but  it  is  not  located  in  Ohio. 

He  says  that  we  reflected  upon  the  Tennessee  committee, 
when  we  knew  the  Grand  Recorder  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  the  criticisms.  The  report  purported  to  come  from  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  three , —  Sir  Connor  was  not  its  chairman.  We  didn’t 
know  that  he  was  responsible  for  the  rot,  though  we  suspected 
that  he  was,  therefore  we  had  to  treat  it  as  coming  from  the 
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committee;  but  now,  since  Sir  Connor  assumes  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  it,  we  will  repeat  what  we  said  of  this  report  last 
year,  and  Sir  Connor  can  appropriate  this  to  himself  if  he 
chooses  to  do  so :  “  For  arrogant,  insolent  assumption  b}r  a 

reviewer  or  critic  this  may  take  rank  among  the  first.  Most  of 
it  is  pitiful,  if  not  contemptible.  Bombastic  critique.  Scat. 
Out  upon  all  such  unmasonic  and  Templar  demagoguery.  Our 
gorge  rises  at  it,”  etc.,  etc. 

Resolution  1,  offered  by  the  committee  (Sir  Connor),  said : 

This  Grand  Commandery  recognizes  the  Grand  Encampment  as  the 
supreme  authority  over  the  Knights  Templars  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  that  while  it  acknowledges  its  fealty  and  loyalty  to  said 
organization,  as  a  constituent  Grand  Commandery ,  etc. 

Sir  Connor  knew  when  he  wrote  constituent  that  he  was 
misrepresenting  —  here  is  one  place  where  that  word  comes  in 
most  appropriately.  He  knew  that  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Tennessee  was  organized  as  a  subordinate  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  the  United  States.  He  willfully  misrepresented 
when  he  wrote  constituent,  and  then  to  cover  up  his  own 
delinquency  he  charged  “misrepresentation”  upon  us! 

Dear  Knights,  our  readers,  don’t  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
we  didn’t  begin  this  controversy,  the  Tennessee  committee 
originated  it  in  the  rot  on  the  National  Ritual.  We  don’t  like 
to  dignify  the  thing  as  a  review  or  criticism. 

That  paper  was  filled  with  undignified,  unknightly,  un- 
gentlemanly,  insulting  words  as  the  following  examples  show : 
“  Wretched  stuff;”  “abominable  nonsense;”  “should  be  written 
by  an  expert  ritualist;”  “shamefully  bad;”  “  is  bosh ;”  “is  vile;” 
“  clumsy  and  awkward;”  “dreadful  stuff; ”  “should  be  written 
by  a  more  expert  hand;”  “clumsily  written;”  “there  is  an 
infinitely  better  one;”  weak  and  undramatic;”  “wretched 
stuff”  again;  “omit  the  superstition  about  a  clergyman;” 
“the  verriest  nonsense  is  taught,”  etc.  (see  Tennessee  Ritual 
for  proper  language)  ;  “  bungling  presentation  address.” 

Then,  after  giving  utterance  to  this  insulting  onslaught,  the 
committee  had  the  effrontery  to  say  that  our  report  was  largely 
filled  with  matter  reflecting  personally  upon  the  party  who 
now  claims  to  have  been  its  author.  Why  should  we  not 
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reflect  upon  one  who  would  produce  such  literature  ?  Then 
as  a  finale  to  this  personal  offense  we  are  informed  that  the 
author  represents  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  near  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee. 

Here  again  the  word  misrepresent  may  be  appropriately 
applied.  We  quote: 

O,  dear,  no!  We  rarely  forget. 

To  which  we  reply,  0,  dear,  no;  nor  have  we  forgotten,  and 
don’t  you  forget ! 

After  having  satiated  himself  by  indulgence  in  the  very 
extacy  of  personal  criticism,  inuendo,  and  abuse  of  ourselves 
and  Ohio,  he  very  innocently  says : 

O  these  personalities !  How  unbecoming  the  work  to  which  our  fra- 
ters  have  called  us ! 

Sir  Connor,  in  his  report  for  1888,  said: 

Polafox  has  a  brilliant  successor  in  the  gallant  Sir  Lyttle,  etc. 

In  our  report  for  1888,  wTe  asked,  “Who  is  Polafox?  We 
must  assume  that  he  is  some  distinguished  Tennesseean,  as  we 
have  been  unable  to  find  his  name  in  any  dictionary,  sacred  or 
profane,  that  we  have  referred  to.” 

To  this  the  learned  and  most  accomplished  Knight,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Tennessee  Correspondence  Committee,  answers : 

Sir  Carson  looked  through  dictionaries  sacred  and  profane  and  could 
not  discover  who  Palafox  was.  If  he  wall  read  about  ‘the  defense  of 
Saragossa  against  the  French,  in  1808,  he  will  discover  who  the  gallant 
soldier  was,  etc. 

We  said  nothing  about  Prdafox ;  made  no  inquiry  about 
him ;  we  knew  who  that  patriotic  historic  character  was.  This 
is  a  mere  quibble  by  our  Tennessee  hypercritical  dead-letter  per¬ 
fect  critic.  Pie  used  the  word  Polafox,  applied  it  to  Sir  Lyttle. 
In  slang  literature  that  word  has  a  very  different  signification 
from  what  he  would  now  like  to  pettifog  us  into  believing  he 
meant.  Read  the  whole  criticism  on  Ohio,  it  will  be  found  in 
keeping  with  the  offensive  word  Polafox,  as  applied  to  P.  G. 
Commander  Lyttle.  You  can’t  gammon  us  in  that  way ! 

We  quote  (page  166) : 

Sir  Carson  changed  the  0.  B.  on  page  55  to  read  seven. 
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That ’s  another  characteristic  misrepresentation , — we  wont  use 
the  proper  three-letter  word  applicable  to  this  statement, —  Sir 
Carson  made  no  change.  He  whines  about  what  Sir  E.  C.  Car- 
son,  P.  G.  C.,  chairman  of  the  G.  E.  Ritual  did. 

In  our  report  for  1880,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  printer  made 
some  typographical  errors  in  the  portion  devoted  to  the  annual 
address  of  Sir  Connor,  then  Grand  Commander  of  Tennessee, 
and  here  is  the  style  in  which  the  Tennessee  critic  went  for  us: 

I  have  frequently  suffered  butchery  at  the  hands  of  quoters  and  proof 
readers,  but  I  have  never  been  more  grossly  butchered  than  in  your  quo¬ 
tation  from  my  address.  Of  course  you  forgot  my  name - .  You  have 

known  me  so  little  that  you  were  liable  to  call  me  as  you  did  Sir  George 
Cooper,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

Now  this  hypercritical  gentleman  prints  our  name  E.  C. 
Carson,  uses  Polafox  for  Palafox,  and  denounces  as  “  flat  bur¬ 
glary”  because  in  printing  the  Holy  Scripture  in  the  rituals 
the  printer  made  it  read  a  for  an,  and  an  s  was  omitted,  etc. 

We  do  protest  against  such  nasty,  cranky  criticism.  He 
quotes  the  following  from  our  last  year’s  report : 

“The  fact  is  that  all  this  clamor  about  the  ritual  having 
been  irregularly  adopted  is  only  claptrap,  and  the  arguments 
are  mere  pettifogging  quibbles.” 

W e  repeat  this  now,  and  believe  that  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  will  so  decide. 

In  response  to  our  argument,  attempting  to  show  that  the 
“purging”  of  the  Commandery  should  take  place  after  the 
asylum  is  guarded,  the  learned  critic  has  the  following  : 

Why  should  not  the  first  question  asked  in  the  Commandery  be  the 
same  as  the  first  asked  in  the  Lodge,  viz. :  “  Are  all,”  etc. 

We  are  unable  to  answer  the  question. 

This  reminds  us  again  of  that  celebrated  burlesque  called, 
“The  Babes  in  the  Woods,”  as  given  by  the  Volks  family. 
One  of  the  parties,  of  an  inquiring,  critical  turn  of  mind,  asks, 
Why  have  the  babes?  why  have  the  ruffians?  why  have  the 
robbins?  etc. 

The  following  passage  occurs  in  his  conclusion  : 

Rude  speech  and  coarse  invective  have  been  limited  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Ritual  Committee  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  etc. 
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We  did  think  of  writing  something  in  reply  to  this  scurril¬ 
ous  paragraph,  however,  upon  mature  reflection,  remembering 
that  its  author  was  the  author  of  the  Report  on  Ritual,  made  to 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  in  1888,  a  paper  over¬ 
flowing  with  malevolence,  falsehood  and  scurrility,  we  concluded 
that  we  would  have  no  correspondence  with  such  a  Templar ! 
Although — 

“We  could  a  tale  unfold!’’ 


TEXAS— 1889. 

THE  thirty -fifth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  held  in  Ft.  Worth,  May  8  and  9,  1889,  Sir 
Charles  Davis,  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
The  Grand  Commandery  was  escorted  to  the  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  by  Worth  Commandery,  No.  19. 

The  Grand  Prelate  responded  to  the  address  of  welcome  in  a 
very  appropriate  manner.  This  is  printed  with  the  proceed¬ 
ings. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper,  and 
with  the  orders,  etc.,  included  in  it,  fills  eight  pages. 

He  reports  that  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction  is  in  a  most 
healthy  and  prosperous  condition;  that  the  accessions  have 
been  large. 

He  pays  appropriate  memorial  tribute  to  the  distinguished 
deceased  of  the  year. 

His  decisions  are  few  and  not  of  general  interest. 

He  reports  numerous  visitations,  and  that  he  had  granted 
several  dispensations  to  receive  petitions  and  ballot  on  short 
time. 

He  reports  having  received  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
against  Iowa,  and  that  he  had  conformed  to  it  by  transmitting 
it  to  the  Comanderies. 

He  reports  that  he  finds  that  the  national  ritual  has  been 
strictly  adhered  to,  but  that  it  has  been  received  with  univer¬ 
sal  disfavor,  and  that  it  has  “  disrobed  ”  the  work  of  many 
jurisdictions  of  its  embellishment  and  rendered  their  cere¬ 
monies  much  less  impressive. 
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You  are  right,  Brother  Davis.  The  embellishments  that 
were  indulged  in  under  the  different  Commanderies  could  not 
be  introduced  by  the  committee  that  had  the  matter  in  charge, 
and  if  they  had  been  authorized  to  do  so,  and  they  had  included 
all  of  them,  they  would  have  made  a  volume  larger  than  a  vol¬ 
ume  of  Bancroft’s  History  of  the  United  States. 

There  are  reports  from  the  grand  visiting  and  inspecting 
officers. 

In  response  to  the  call  for  a  history  of  the  various  Com¬ 
manderies  in  Texas,  on  the  occasion  of  the  grand  visitation  to 
San  Felipe  de  Austin,  No.  1,  at  Galveston,  the  Becorder  of  that 
Commandery  submitted  a  very  interesting  historical  sketch  of 
the  organization  of  that  Commandery  under  a  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  December 
26,  1835.  Owing,  however,  to  the  revolution  which  separated 
Texas  from  Mexico,  the  organization  did  not  really  take  place 
until  the  winter  of  1846-7. 

The  Grand  Becorder  gives  the  names  of  all  the  Knights 
who  have  been  created  in  that  Commandery  from  that  date 
down  to  1889. 

The  reports  from  the  various  officers  of  their  visitations  to 
the  Commanderies  makes  a  formidable  part  of  the  printed 
proceedings. 

The  proceedings  are  routine  in  character,  and  of  a  local 
nature. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  through  a  committee,  says : 

Texas  yields  to  none  in  its  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Encampment  and  its 
constituted  officers ;  and  should  the  latter  transcend  their  authority,  we 
can  safely  trust  to  the  former  to  redress  the  wrong ;  and  should  that 
Grand  Body  itself  commit  an  error,  we  can  trust  to  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  to  repair  the  wrong  when  better  councils  prevail,  and  the  excite- 
of  the  hour  has  passed. 

Sir  John  Martin,  of  Paris,  was  elected  Bt.  Em.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  Bobert  Brewster,  of  Houston,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Becorder. 

Five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  expense  of 
headquarters  in  Washington. 

There  is  no  report  on  foreign  correspondence. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Command¬ 
eries  are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 
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VERMONT— 1889. 

1 

THE  forty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Com- 
mandery  was  held  in  Burlington,  June  11,  1889,  Sir 
Delas  M.  Bacon,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

There  was  a  grand  procession  or  escort  preceding  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  paper, 
and  with  the  general  orders,  etc.,  included  it  fills  twenty-one 
pages. 

The  proceedings  are  of  a  local  character. 

We  quote  the  following : 

The  ritual  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Temple,  as  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States,  contains  unaccountable  variations 
from  the  ritual  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  as  adopted  at  the 
Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  San  Francisco. 

All  we  have  to  say,  in  way  of  reply  to  this,  is  that  the  state¬ 
ment  of  any  material  variation ‘  from  the  ritual  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  Rhode  Island,  as  adopted,  etc.,  IS  NOT  TRUE,  and 
we  deeply  regret  that  we  have  to  use  this  language,  and  we 
hope  that  Brother  Fisher,  the  author  of  the  resolution,  will  not 
apply  this  to  himself  personally  or  take  ofiense.  We  know  him 
to  be  a  gentleman,  a  true  and  courteous  Knight,  and  we  are 
proud  to  class  him  among  our  dearest  and  most  esteemed  per¬ 
sonal  friends.  He  has  been  deceived  as  to  the  national  ritual, 
and  if  he  had  seen  and  compared  the  Massachusetts  Ritual, 
from  which  the  committee  had  to  work,  with  the  ritual  as  pre¬ 
sented  and  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  would  have 
been  the  last  man  in  the  United  States  to  have  reflected,  as 
this  resolution  does,  upon  the  committee. 

Undoubtedly  the  committee,  of  which  Brother  Fisher  was 
chairman,  did  not  intend  to  make  a  misstatement.  If  both 
rituals  had  been  before  the  committee  for  comparison,  they 
would  have  discovered  at  once  that  the  ritual  as  sent  out  by 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  is  in  fact  the 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  ritual  that  was  submitted 
to  them  for  preparation  for  use. 
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In  view  of  the  fact  that  Massachusetts  has  made  herself  con¬ 
spicuous  in  finding  fault  with  the  ritual,  as  sent  out  by  the 
committee,  it  is  not  so  surprising  that  other  Grand  Command- 
eries  should  fall  into  the  error  and  follow  that  Grand  Body, 
and  cry  fraud,  forgery,  etc.,  etc.  The  Grand  Commandery  of 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  hv  its  own  acts,  and  through 
the  acts  of  its  own  acknowledged  agents,  is  responsible  for 
most  of  the  trouble  that  has  agitated  the  Templars  during  the 
past  three  years  about  ritual.  We  shall  have  something  per¬ 
sonal  to  say  at  the  end  of  this  report,  by  way  of  vindication  of 
ourselves  from  the  vile  attacts,  both  critical  and  personal,  that 
have  been  made  upon  us  in  relation  to  the  ritual.  Chief  among 
the  uncharitable  and  unjust  critics  has  been  Massachusetts  and 
Massachusetts  Knights,  and  we  have  suffered  for  them. 

Two  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses 
ol  the  representatives  of  the  Triennial  at  Washington  City. 

A  service  for  Easter  and  Ascension  Days  is  reported  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  completed  and  printed  and  now  in  use  in  Vermont. 

Sir  Will  F.  Lewis,  of  Rutland,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  Warren  G.  Reynolds,  of  B aldington,  was 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  genial  and 
experienced  pen  of  Sir  Frederick  S.  Fisher. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice  in  three  pages. 

As  usual  with  Brother  Fisher  he  presents  one  of  the  most 
interesting  reports  that  comes  to  our  hands.  He  gives  good 
selections  of  the  most  important  affairs  that  have  transpired  in 
the  various  grand  bodies. 

We  have  only  space  to  make  the  following  extract  from  his 
conclusion  : 

It  was  our  intention,  as  before  stated,  to  have  written  a  review  in  full 
of  the  action  and  circular  of  Tennessee  on  the  rituals  of  the  orders. 
We  have  carried  out  our  intention,  but  find  the  full  review  too  long  for 
our  pages.  Therefore  our  remarks  on  this  subject  must  be  more  brief 
and  desultory.  It  is  the  most  important  discussion  that  will  come 
before  the  next  Triennial  Conclave.  Therefore  we  are  to  be  pardoned 
for  even  the  space  now  taken  on  the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  how¬ 
ever,  wTe  ask  that  whatever  legislation  is  asked,  shall  be  asked  in  a  loyal 
spirit.  Those  wdro  obey  can  not  be  compelled  to  change  a  word  or 

letter  bv  those  who  disobey.  In  obedience  alone  can  we  come  to  an 
10 
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agreement.  Those  who  refuse  to  use  the  rituals  promulgated  can  not 
ask  the  assistance  of  those  who  receive  them  and  forbid  any  disobe¬ 
dience.  Such  action  is  a  demand  and  the  loyal  fear  no  demands,  nor 
consideration  of  the  disloyal.  Laws  made  by  Templars  for  Templary 
are  to  be  obeyed,  until  Templars  change  these  laws.  And  fraters  of 
Tennessee,  we  can  but  be  offended  and  injured  to  have  parts  familiar 
to  us  as  household  words,  Templar  words,  which  we  ourselves  received 
and  which  we  have  used  and  in  wlrich  Templars  of  New  England,  New 
York  as  well,  have  increased  and  are  still  increasing  in  numbers,  called 
veriest  nonsense,  wretched  stuff,  vile,  etc.  Think,  fraters,  of  our  noble 
Templars  made  by  these  very  words  and  see  if  this  will  not  stop  your 
lamented  decrease  in  membership.  ' 

The  Triennial  at  St.  Louis  did  a  noble  work  in  laying  the  foundation 
on  which  the  Triennials  may  build  in  beauty  and  strength.  We  are  not 
surprised,  nor  is  it  a  matter  for  serious  legislation,  that  there  are  mis¬ 
takes  in  a  work  hastily  published, —  mistakes,  errors  of  grammar  and 
quotations,  to  be  corrected  as  soon  as  pointed  out.  We  have  no  doubt, 
either,  but  that  other  changes  loyally  asked  will  be  certainly  granted. 
After  all,  fraters,  remember  that  rituals  arc*  not  essentials.  They  are 
but  the  means  to  convey  to  essentials,  which  are  truth,  integrity,  cour¬ 
tesy  and  the  knowledge  of  our  redemption.  These  essentials,  let  us 
never  forget,  while  making  the  casket  as  rich  as  we  can  best  agree,  and 
that  as  Templars  true  we  can  feel  and  say,  “  Non  nobis,  Domini  non  nobis 
sed  nomini  tuo  da  Gloriam 

The  Statutes  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Vermont,  and  the  standing  resolutions  and  the  statute  defining 
“  the  uniform  of  a  Knight  Templar  ”  as  adopted  by  Vermont, 
and  the  roster  of  subordinate  Commanderies  are  printed  with 
the  proceedings. 


VIRGINIA— 1888. 

THE  sixty -sixth  Annual  Assembly  of  this  Grand  Com^ 
mandery  was  held  in  Richmond,  November  13,  1888,  Sir 
James  B.  Blanks,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  annual  address  is  a  business  docu¬ 
ment  relating  almost  exclusively  to  local  matters. 

He  reports  the  following  novel  case  : 

On  December  13,  1887,  while  in  attendance  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Masons,  I  was  handed  a  printed  order  of  Eminent  Sir  George  A.  Ainslie, 
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requesting  the  Sir  Knights  of  Richmond  Commandery,  No.  2,  to  assem¬ 
ble  at  their  asylum  on  Thursday  evening,  15th  December,  in  full  dress 
of  a  Templar  on  foot,  without  swords,  to  march  in  a  body  to  the  theater 
to  attend  the  “Mikado  entertainment”  to  be  given  by  the  Richmond 
Light  Infantry  Blues.  When  the  printed  order  was  handed  me  by 
Eminent  Sir  Amslie,  he  made  a  verbal  request  that  his  Commandery 
might  be  permitted  to  act  in  accordance  therewith.  At  the  time  the 
request  was  made  I  was  at  the  depot,  about  to  take  the  cars  for  home, 
consequently  could  not  give  an  answer  until  the  next  day  when  I  wired 
him  as  follows :  “  Can  not  consistently  consent  for  Commandery  to  ap¬ 
pear  uniformed  on  occasion  referred  to ;  ”  and  on  the  same  day  wrote 
him  declining  to  grant  the  permission  asked  for,  and  in  justification  of 
my  course,  quoted  from  a  letter  of  our  late  beloved  Grand  Commander, 
Right  Eminent  Sir  John  F.  Regnault,  who,  in  reply  to  a  somewhat  simi¬ 
lar  request  from  Richmond  Commandery,  No.  2,  wrote  as  follows:  “The 
Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  pointedly  pro¬ 
hibit  Templar  parades,  except  on  funeral  occasions,  or  on  such  Masonic 
occasions  as  the  Grand  Commander  may  in  his  judgment  deem  proper.” 

It  would  appear  from  the  proceedings  that  Virginia  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  national  ritual.  They  want  to  get  back  to 
the  old  one,  because  it  had  been  in  use  so  long,  and  then  they 
go  off  on  that  craze  of  recommending  the  allowing  of  each 
Grand  Commandery  to  use  the  ritual  which  was  in  use  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Encampment  ritual  in  1886,  or 
the  present  national  ritual  as  may  be  preferred. 

They  assessed  each  constitutional  member  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  three  dollars  in  addition  to  the  assessment  on 
their  respective  Commanderies.  That  is  making  them  pay 
something  for  the  honor  of  holding  office. 

Sir  James  L.  Beck  was  elected  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  of  Richmond,  was  re-elected  Grand 
Recorder. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Command¬ 
eries  are  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

There  is  no  report  on  foreign  correspondence. 
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WASHINGTON  TERRITORY— 1887. 

THIS  Grand  Commandery  was  organized  in  the  city  of 
Vancouver,  Washington  Territory,  June  2,  1887,  under 
authority  of  Charles  Rooine,  Grand  Master  of  Knights 
Templars  of  the  United  States.  Sir  Harrison  W.  Eagan  was 
elected  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

The  first  thing  done  was  to  appoint  a  committee  on  tactics ; 
second,  on  uniform ;  third,  on  seal. 

The  following  was  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Washington  Territory  does 
hereby  declare  that  it  shall  be  deemed  unknightly  conduct  for  any 
Knight  in  this  jurisdiction  to  be  engaged  or  voluntarily  interested  in  the 
manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor,  and  any  Knight  who  shall 
be  so  engaged  or  interested  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  for  such  purpose  shall  be  by  the  proper  Commandery  brought  to 
trial  and  punishment,  which  punishment,  if  he  shall  not  abate  the 
business,  shall  not  be  less  than  expulsion  from  the  Order. 

Resolved ,  That  no  person  who  shall  be  so  engaged,  or  voluntarily  in¬ 
terested  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as 
a  beverage,  shall  be  elected  to  receive  the  orders  or  to  be  knighted  in 
any  Commandery  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Washington  does  hereby 
condemn  the  practice  of  gambling  for  money,  either  in  kind  or  by  any 
evasion,  as  unknightly  ;  and 

Resolved ,  further,  That  it  is  hereby  enjoined  upon  the  various  Com- 
manderies  of  this  jurisdiction  to  enforce  the  declaration  against  any 
offending  Knight  by  charges  of  unknightly  conduct,  trial  and  punish¬ 
ment. 

The  first  annual  communication  was  held  in  Seattle,  June  8 
and  9,  1888,  Sir  Harrison  W.  Eagan,  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding. 

There  was  nothing  of  general  importance  transacted. 

A  Templar  uniform  was  adopted,  and  the  most  minute  de¬ 
tails  are  given. 

Sir  Alfred  L.  Palmer,  of  Seattle,  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  and  Sir  Thomas  M.  Reed,  of  Olympia,  was  elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

A  code  of  statutes  and  regulations  were  adopted.  They  are 
printed  with  the  proceedings. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA— 1889. 

THE  fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  was  held  in  Fairmont,  May  8,  1889,  Sir  Jere  E. 
Miller,  Rt.  Em.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  that  the  ritual  adopted  at 
the  Grand  Encampment  has  been  used.  That  there  are  a  few 
serious  faults  in  it  which  should  and  doubtless  will  be  cor¬ 
rected  at  the  coming  Triennial  Conclave.  He  thinks  there 
should  be  uniformity  in  the  work  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  any  ritual  could  be 
produced  which  would  satisfy  everybody. 

He  reports  having  received  Grand  Master  Roome’s  edict 
against  Iowa,  and  he  caused  the  same  to  be  promulgated  to  the 
Comm  and eries. 

The  Committee  on  Code  made  a  report,  which  was  adopted, 
and  it  is  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  reported  that 
the}"  had  received  the  proceedings  of  a  great  number  of  Com- 
manderies. 

Sir  W.  G.  Bennet,  of  Weston,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  R.  C.  Dunnington,  of  Fairmont,  was  elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  report  oh  correspondence  was  submitted  by  R.  C.  Dun¬ 
nington,  Grand  Recorder.  It  is  very  brief. 

Ohio  for  1888  has  courteous  notice.  He  says : 

They  have  a  quick  and  effective  way  of  crushing  insubordination 
and  infusing  zeal  for  the  work  in  Ohio.  One  Eminent  Commander  was 
deposed  by  the  Grand  Commander  for  having  directed  the  name  of  an 
indefinitely  suspended  Knight  to  be  placed  on  the  published  roster  of 
his  Commandery,  and  another  was  suspended  for  lack  of  interest  in  the 
work  and  failure  to  attend  regular  conclaves. 

He  expresses  some  hesitancy  about  mentioning  our  report, 
as  we  “wield  a  trenchant  and  very  caustic  pen.”  Don't  be 
afraid,  Brother  Dunnington,  we  have  never  murdered  any  one 
yet,  besides  we  never  were  an  adept  in  that  Machiavelian 
courtesy  which  you  commend  to  us.  We  never  could  run  a 
knife  into  an  adversary,  figuratively  speaking,  give  it  a  twist 
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or  two,  and  smilingly  say,  we  shall  be  deeply  grieved  if  we 
give  von  pain.  We  try  to  suit  the  word  and  expression  to  the 
action,  and  friend  or  foe  will  have  no  trouble  in  knowing  what 
we  mean. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commander- 
ies  are  printed  in  the  proceedings. 


WISCONSIN-1888. 

THE  thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  of  this  Grand  Commandery 
was  held  in  Milwaukee,  October  9  and  10,  1888.  Sir  N. 
B.  Rundle,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  a  business  paper  filling 
six  pages. 

He  reports  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  progress,  har¬ 
mony  and  fraternal  labor  on  the  part  of  all  the  officers  in  the 
jurisdiction.  Says  that  the  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one  and 
for  a  large  number  of  the  Commanderies  there  has  been  a 
healthy,  uniform  and  vigorous  growth  in  membership  during 
the  year. 

He  made  a  few  decisions,  none,  however,  of  general  interest. 
He  granted  a  number  of  dispensations  for  various  purposes, 
among  others  permitting  a  Commandery  to  appear  in  the 
general  procession  on  Memorial  Day,  and  refused  a  dispensa¬ 
tion  to  the  same  Commandery  to  participate  in  the  general 
procession  upon  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  services  held  in 
honor  of  the  late  General  Sheridan. 

If  we  had  made  this  decision  we  would  not  have  reported  that 
we  made  it.  There  is  an  inconsistencv,  as  between  it  and 
the  Memorial  Day  dispensation,  which  is  not  pleasant  to 
contemplate. 

He  granted  dispensations  for  two  new  Commanderies. 
Reports  having  made  a  number  of  visitations. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  report  is  followed  by  reports  from 
the  inspecting  officers. 

Total  number  of  members  in  the  jurisdiction,  2,062.  Created 
during  the  year,  146.  Net  gain  during  the  year,  129  members. 
The  proceedings  are  routine  and  of  a  local  character. 
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Sir  Chandler  P.  Chapman  was  elected  R.  E.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  John  W.  Laflin  was  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 

Our  dear  old  friend  and  brother,  Past  Grand  Commander 
A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  was  unable  on  account  of  serious  affliction 
of  his  eyes  to  attend  this  conclave.  The  Grand  Commandery 
adopted  a  resolution  expressing  in  very  graceful  language  sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  venerable  and  highly  esteemed  brother  in  his  sad 
affliction. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  Bro. 
Wm.  C.  Swaine.  He  notices  the  printed  proceedings  of  most 
of  the  Grand  Templar  Bodies.  Ohio  for  1887  among  the 
number. 

We  copy  the  following  : 

In  the  trial  of  the  members  of  the  late  Newark  Commandery,  a  cur¬ 
ious  plea  was  made  by  four  of  the  accused,  that  they  were  members  of 
Manhattan  Commandery,  of  New  York  City,  and  consequently  out  of 
the  Ohio  jurisdiction.  Even  if  they  were  in  good  standing  in  the  New 
York  Commandery,  but  living  in  Ohio,  the  plea  would  be  void,  but,  as 
the  Grand  Commander  says,  the  question  naturally  occurs,  how  a  sus¬ 
pended  Knight  Templar  in  Ohio  could  become  a  member  in  good  stand¬ 
ing  of  a  Commandery  in  New  York.  We  imagine  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  of  New  York  will  find  a  case  requiring  discipline. 

There  are  so  many  cases  of  violation  of  law  in  Ohio,  that  it  is  not 
pleasant  to  report  them,  and  we  will  only  further  mention  the  case  of 
Cyprus  Commandery,  at  Zanesville,  which  repeatedly  violated  not  only 
the  law  of  Ohio  but  that  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  even  went  so 
far  as  to  call  in  a  suspended  member  of  Newark  Commandery,  to  con¬ 
fer  the  Orders,  and  when  its  charter  was  suspended,  refused  to  give  up 
either  that  or  their  books  and  papers.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that  the 
Commandery  no  longer  exists,  and  its  leading  members  are  no  longer 
Templars.  C.  C.  Wiles,  its  Eminent  Commander,  was  tried  in  Grand 
Commandery,  found  guilty  and  expelled.  Of  the  balance  of  the 
troubles  in  Ohio,  under  the  Cerneau  legislation,  we  will  say,  “to  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  our  next.” 

The  proceedings  of  Ohio  contain  so  much  spice  that  even  Carson’s 
report  on  correspondence  seems  tame  beside  them ;  but  it  is  up  to  his 
usual  standard. 

lie  does  not  agree  with  us  in  regard  to  the  Preceptories 
which  were  established  in  Melbourne  by  the  Sovereign  Great 
Priory  of  Canada.  He  presents  this  case: 

Our  General  Grand  Chapter  has  subordinates  in  the  Sandwich  Is¬ 
lands,  Japan  and  elsewhere. 
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That  does  not  prevent  Canada  from  chartering  a  chapter  in 
any  of  these  places. 

Ah  !  but  dear  Brother  Swaine  there  is  a  vast  difference  in  the 
relations  existing  between  the  Province  of  Canada  and  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  United  States  and  the  Sandwich  Islands  and 
Japan.  We  will  not  stop  to  argue  the  question  now  as  we  have 
become  already  too  volumnious. 

Brother  Swaine  presents  a  very  excellent  report. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
are  printed  in  the  proceedings.  We  notice  that  in  the  list  of 
the  Commanderies  they  are  styled  “constituent”  Commander¬ 
ies,  not  subordinates.  Well,  that  may  be  right,  we  will  not  stop 
to  discuss  the  matter  now. 


WYOMING  TERRITORY— 1888. 

THE  Grand  Commandery  of  Wyoming  Territory  was 
organized  at  Cheyenne  January  9,  1888.  Three  Com¬ 
manderies  participated.  Sir  Thomas  B.  Hicks  was  elected 
the  first  Pt.  E.  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  J.  Iv.  Jeffry  was 
elected  Grand  Recorder. 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  call  of  the  Grand 
Master  for  the  purpose  of  being  instituted  and  the  installation 
of  the  officers.  This  was  accordingl}7  done  on  March  8th,  by 
authority  of  Charles  Roome,  Grand  Master,  by  his  proxy,  Sir 
William  B.  Trufant. 

A  code  of  statutes  was  adopted,  and  it  is  printed  with  the 
proceedings. 

The  names  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Commanderies 
participating  in  the  organization,  and  at  the  subsequent  con¬ 
clave  are  printed  in  the  proceedings. 

The  first  annual  conclave  was  held  in  the  city  of  Cheyenne, 
July  11,  1888,  Sir  Truman  B.  Hicks,  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding. 

The  Grand  Commander,  in  his  annual  address,  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  which  we  re-print  as  giving  a  better  idea  of  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  Templary  in  Wyoming  than  anything  we  can  say : 

And,  first,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  successful  result 
of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Knights  Templars  of  Wyoming  to  organize 
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this  Grand  Commandery.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  courteously 
granted  in  advance  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  we 
have  gained  three  years  time  in  reaching  the  goal  of  our  ambition. 
Standing  among  the  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  several  States  and 
Territories,  equal  in  rank  and  station,  though  not  in  numbers,  it  is  not 
strange  that  we  should  exult  over  the  attainment  of  autonomy.  Even 
as  the  people  in  a  territorial  form  of  government  rejoice  upon  their 
admission  to  the  sisterhood  of  States,  so  may  we  rejoice.  But  with  the 
new  honor  and  pride  comes  increased  responsibility.  Into  our  hands 
is  committed  the  Aveal  of  Christian  Knighthood  in  this  young  empire. 
And  upon  our  efforts  must  the  cause  of  Templarism  depend  for  increase 
in  numbers,  for  extension  of  charity  and  Christian  bene\rolence,  as  well 
as  deepening  devotion  to  the  craft  in  the  heart  of  e\^erv  Sir  Knight. 
The  generations  of  our  noble  Order  that  will  follow  will  judge  us  by 
the  breadth  and  depth  and  strength  of  the  foundations  we  are  now  lay¬ 
ing.  Our  record  is  made  in  moments  —  it  is  read  in  years.  Let  us  so 
strive  that  the  commendations  of  the  A7aliant  and  magnanimous  Sir 
Knights  who  shall  crown  the  superstructure  of  the  edifice,  by  us  just 
begun,  will  justly  approve  and  commend  our  work.  If  the  realization 
of  the  sense  of  increased  responsibility  will  in\Toke  and  impel  renewed 
individual  action  on  the  part  of  every  Sir  Knight  in  this  jurisdiction, 
then  indeed,  will  our  brethren  of  the  craft  throughout  the  United 
States  rejoice  that  they  honored  us  with  sovereignty,  and  I  feel  that  I 
speak  with  the  assurance  of  every  Sir  Knight  in  the  Territory  when  I 
say  that  ne\rer  shall  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wyoming  be  found 
recreant  to  her  trust,  insensible  to  her  devotions  or  lacking  in  Christian 
fortitude. 

The  edict  of  Grand  Master  Roome  relating  to  Iowa  was  pre¬ 
sented  and  read  in  the  Grand  Commandery.  AVe  do  not  find 
that  any  action  w7as  taken  upon  it  by  the  Grand  Body. 

Sir  William  H.  Smith,  of  Rawlins,  was  elected  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  Sir  John  K.  Jeffrey,  of  Cheyenne,  was  re-elected 
Grand  Recorder. 

The  code  of  statutes  and  rules  of  the  Grand  Commandery  are 
printed  in  the  proceedings. 

There  is  no  report  on  foreign  correspondence,  hoAvever,  we 
may  expect  one  next  year  as  Bro.  John  C.  Bayard  intimates 
that  such  will  be  the  fact. 

The  roster  of  this  Grand  Commandery  is  printed  with  the 
proceedings. 

The  proceedings  are  adorned  Avith  a  very  good  portrait  of 
Past  Grand  Commander  Hicks. 
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PERSONAL 

There  has  been  so  much  said  by  Grand  Commanderies  in 
official  acts,  etc.,  and  so  much  written  by  correspondents  re¬ 
flecting  upon  the  committee  that  reported  the  ritual,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment  at  St.  Louis  in  1886, 
and  now,  inasmuch  as  the  Grand  Encampment  has  met  and 
settled  some  matters  that  were  charged  against  the  committee, 
I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  I,  as  chairman  of  the  Ritual 
Committee,  should  make  a  personal  statement  or  history  of 
my  connection  with  and  responsibility  for  said  ritual.  This  I 
will  now  try  to  do,  and  in  as  brief  and  direct  a  manner  as 
possible. 

At  the  Triennial  Conclave  held  in  NewT  Orleans  in  1874,  a 
special  committee  on  the  Order  of  Knights  of  Malta  and  its 
ritual  was  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  Triennial  Conclave 
(Cleveland).  The  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  as 
that  committee:  Robert  F.  Bower,  Iowa;  John  Q.  A.  Fellows, 
Louisiana;  George  Frank  Gouley,  Missouri;  Josiah  H.  Drum¬ 
mond,  Maine;  Enoch  T.  Carson,  Ohio. 

At  the  Triennial  Conclave,  Cleveland,  1877,  the  committee 
submitted  a  ritual  which  was  not  adopted,  and  the  whole  subject 
was  continued  to  the  next  Triennial  Conclave  (Chicago). 

Sir  Gouley,  of  the  committee,  having  deceased,  the  Grand 
Master  appointed  Sir  Knight  Isaacs,  of  Virginia,  to  the 
vacancy. 

At  the  Triennial  at  Chicago  (  1880),  Bower,  Carson  and 
Isaacs,  of  the  committee,  submitted  a  ritual  of  Malta,  which 
was  referred  back  to  the  committee  for  thorough  revision ,  with 
authority  to  print  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for  distribution 
as  provided,  etc. 

Brother  Bower,  chairman  of  the  committee,  did  but  little 
towards  the  revision.  Inasmuch  as  there  was  much  clamor 
about  the  delay  in  submitting  the  ritual,  and  as  I  was  being 
appealed  to  continually,  I  finally  reluctantly  entered  upon  the 
work  and  prepared  one  myself  and  submitted  it  to  the  other 
members  of  the  committee.  It  was  approved  by  them,  and 
that  is  the  ritual  of  Malta,  almost  word  for  word,  that  was 
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adopted.  I  have  now  in  my  possession  the  original  manuscript 
of  the  ritual  as  written  by  me,  with  the  names  of  Brothers 
Bower,  Carson,  Drummond,  Isaacs,  and  Fellows  attached  to  it. 
Brother  Bower  deceased  before  the  ritual  was  promulgated, 
(May  19,  1882). 

I  would  not  venture  to  make  this  statement  were  I  not  forti¬ 
fied  with  the  original  manuscript  and  the  autographs  as  I  have 
stated. 

At  the  Triennial  in  Chicago  in  1883,  the  Malta  Ritual  was 
adopted.  (See  page  261  of  proceedings.) 

At  that  Triennial  Conclave,  Grand  Master  Dean  presented  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  rituals  of  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Temple. 
He  gave  an  extended  and  interesting  history  as  to  how  he  ob¬ 
tained  this  manuscript.  This  I  would  like  to  reprint,  but 
want  of  space  forbids.  W e  must,  however,  quote  the  following : 

“  After  the  manuscript  was  prepared,  I  invited  Sir  Knights  Dame, 
Moore  and  Nurse,  together  with  Sir  Knight  Daniel  Harwood,  to  meet 
me  and  go  over  the  lectures.  This  was  done  with  the  greatest  care.  Sir 
Knight  Harwood  was  one  of  those  who  met  weekly  to  lecture ;  and 
thirty-five  years  ago,  when  thus  engaged,  he  wrote  a  key  to  the  lectures 
in  an  abbreviated  cipher,  unintelligible  except  to  himself.  This,  he 
assured  us,  was  exactly  accurate  when  it  was  made,  and  this  being  pro¬ 
duced  was  found  to  correspond  with  the  manuscript  of  Sir  Knight 
Dame,  with  almost  undeviating  uniformity,  the  only  instances  of  vari¬ 
ation  being  in  unimportant  words. 

“  This  manuscript,  which  I  now  produce,  has  the  sanction  of  all  the 
eminent  and  learned  Knights  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  as  the  lectures 
taught  and  used  in  the  days  Of  the  founders  of  Templar  Masonry  in  this 
Commonwealth  (  Massachusetts).  It  is  impossible  that  there  should  be  any¬ 
thing  more  authentic. 

“A  copy  of  these  lectures  obtained,  approved  and  adopted  [by  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts]  in  the  manner  I  have  narrated, 
attested  by  the  Very  Eminent  Sir  Knight  Alfred  F.  Chapman,  Grand 
Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island, 
I  now  present  to  this  Grand  Encampment.”  Proceedings  Grand  En¬ 
campment  1883,  pp.  92-93. 

This  manuscript  went  to  the  Committee  on  Ritual.  That 
committee  reported,  and  the  Grand  Encampment  adopted  the 
following : 

Whereas,  The  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  has 
presented  to  the  Grand  Encampment  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  ritual  of 


172 


Foreign  Correspondence. 


the  Orders  of  Knights  Templar  and  Knights  of  the  Red  Cross,  accom¬ 
panied  with  such  historical  facts  as  tend  to  show  that  these  are  the  true 
rituals  of  the  Order ;  the  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Ritual  be  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  instructed  to  revise  and  arrange  said  rituals  in  dramatic  form  with 
proper  rubrics,  adapting  them  for  practical  use  in  the  conferring  of  the 
Orders. 

The  committee  were  also  to  have  the  ritual  printed.  The  question  of 
the  adopting  of  the  rituals  was  postponed  to  the  next  Triennial,  (  St. 
Louis).  Proceedings  Grand  Encampment  1883,  p.  285. 

At  the  Triennial  in  St.  Louis  in  1886,  the  ritual  committee 
submitted  the  rituals  in  print,  as  revised  and  arranged  in  dra¬ 
matic  form ,  and  the  same  were  read  in  full,  considered  and  dis¬ 
cussed  paragraph  by  paragraph  for  two  days,  and  after  making 
sundry  alterations  and  amendments  they  were  finally  adopted, 
and  it  was  'ordered  that  they  should  be  the  only  authorized 
rituals  to  be  used  in  conferring  these  Orders  within  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  first  day  of  April,  1887.  And  the  committee  were  directed 
to  have  the  revised  and  adopted  rituals  printed,  to  be  distribu¬ 
ted  by  the  Grand  Recorder. 

With  this  I,  as  chairman,  regarded  the  committee’s  work  as 
done.  I  did  not  consider  myself  as  in  any  degree  responsible 
for  the  rituals  further  than  that  the  committee’s  work  bad  been 
faithfully  and  conscientiously  performed,  that  the  original 
manuscript  had  not  been  tampered  with,  but  that  we  had  given 
the  drama  as  we  found  it,  with  only  such  verbal  changes,  ad¬ 
ditions  or  omissions  as  were  obviously  necessary  in  some  places 
to  make  the  work  passable. 

The  war  on  the  committee  began  in  1887.  All  kinds  of  false 
charges  and  insinuations  were  made,  culminating  in  a  charge 
that  no  such  resolution,  as  was  printed  by  the  committee  in  the 
ritual  as  sent  out,  was  ever  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment. 

The  ritual  committee  submitted  a  report,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Encampment.  This  report  was  written  in  pencil 
on  four  sheets  of  letter  paper.  In  some  way  these  sheets  became 
separated,  and  the  first  resolution,  written  on  page  1,  appeared 
in  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  by  it- 
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self,  as  a  resolution  offered  by  Sir  Knight  Carson  personally, 
not  as  of  the  committee.  See  page  155. 

It  was  claimed  by  some,  and  I  believe  that  Iowa’s  rebellion 

«/  * 

was  principally  defended  on  the  ground  that  the  rituals  were 
only  “recommended"  to  be  used  and  not  ordered  at  all,  the 
whole  argument  being  based  upon  the  word  “recommend"  as 
contained  in  the  resolution  referred  to. 

Immediately  following  the  resolution  as  printed  on  page  155, 
the  following  occurs: 


On  motion  of  Sir  Knight  Carson,  of  Ohio,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  offer  the  following:  Resolved,  etc. 


Here  is  where  the  fatal  mistake  occurred  in  printing  these 
resolutions. 

The  first  resolution  should  have  been  preceded  with  that 
which  now  precedes  the  second  resolution,  page  155. 

I  now  submit  the  following  in  vindication  of  the  committee 

N. 

from  the  charge  of  having  printed  something  that  was  never 
adopted.  I  print  the  resolutions  as  they  appear  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  in  the  ritual : 


[As  Printed  in  the  Proceedings,  p.  155.] 

Res olved,  That  we  recommend 
the  ritual  now  submitted  to  be  the 
only  authorized  ritual  of  the  Illus¬ 
trious  Orders  of  the  Red  Cross  an  1 
Knights  Templar  to  be  used  in 
conferring  these  Orders  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  This 
order  to  take  effect  on  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April,  1887. 


[As  Printed  in  the  Ritual.] 

The  following  resolution  was 
then  adopted  covering  both  rituals. 
These  are  the  only  authorized  rit¬ 
uals  of  the  Illustrious  Orders  of 
the  Red  Cross  and  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar,  to  be  used  in  conferring  these 
Orders  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  This  order  to  take  effect 
on  and  after  the  first  day  of  April, 
18S7. 


I,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual,  had  to  lie  under 
the  imputation  of  having  falsified  the  record  in  regard  to  the 
adopting  of  the  ritual,  until  the  Triennial  Conclave  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  On  the  morning  of  the  second  day,  Sir  Isaacs,  the 
Grand  Recorder,  called  me  to  the  dais,  and  said  that  after  a 
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long  time  he  had  at  last  found  the  original  papers  relating  to 
the  ritual  subject;  they  were  all  contained  in  a  large  envelope. 
In  it  I  found  the  original  four  sheets,  containing  the  resolutions 
written  and  submitted  by  me  as  chairman  of  the  Ritual  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  St.  Louis,  signed  by  E. 
T.  Carson,  John  L.  Stevenson  and  Charles  T.  Lott,  committee. 
These  sheets  most  clearly  show  that  the  resolution,  as  printed 
on  page  155  of  the  proceedings,  was  a  part  of  the  committee’s 
report,  but  unfortunately  it  got  into  the  proceedings  in  its 
present  form  through  accident. 

Brother  Speed,  of  Mississippi,  the  one  of  all  others  who  had 
been  the  most  unsparing  in  his  denunciation  of  what  he  re¬ 
garded  as  a  forgery,  immediately  upon  learning  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  discrepancy  between  the  proceedings  and  the 
original  manuscript,  rose  in  the  Grand  Encampment  to  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  privilege,  and  then  and  there,  after  relating  the  facts  as 
connected  with  this  subject,  made  full  retraction  of  all  the  ugly 
charges  that  he  had  made  against  Sir  Carson,  in  relation  to  the 
resolution  as  printed  in  the  ritual,  completely  vindicating 
Sir  Carson  from  every  charge  or  insinuation  that  he  had  made 
against  him  relating  to  this  matter.  This  was  manly  and  like 
a  true  Knight  of  the  Temple.  We  have  the  greatest  love, 
honor  and  respect  for  such  a  magnanimous  Knight.  We  fear 
that  we  have  used  some  hard  words  about  Brother  Speed  in  our 
present  report,  which  would  not  have  been  done  had  it  not 
been  written  and  printed  before  the  Washington  Triennial. 
However,  we  do  the  best  we  can  now,  we  withdraw  every  un¬ 
kind  sentence  or  word  that  we  have  said  or  written  about 
Brother  Speed  and  his  connection  with  the  discussion  of  the 
ritual  subject. 

The  foregoing  sketch  shows  that  the  manuscript  submitted 
to  the  committee,  and  from  which  it  had  to  produce  its  ritual, 
was  a  Massachusetts  production.  It  was  certified  to  under  seal 
as  the  genuine  article  as  used  in  that  State.  One  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  from  Massachusetts,  well  up  in  the  ceremony  as 
practiced  in  that  State.  He  placed  before  the  committee  the 
ritual  as  then  in  use  in  Boston  Commandery.  So  far  as  the 
drama  was  concerned  it  corresponded  almost  literally  with 
the  manuscript.  It  was  full  of  rubric,  and  much  of  that 
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rubric  found  its  way  into  the  committee’s  ritual.  I,  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee,  had  every  reason  to  expect  and  I  did 
expect  Massachusetts  to  be  satisfied  with  the  revised  ritual, 
for  it  was  thoroughly  Massachusetts.  I  can  not  express  what 
a  great  surprise  it  was  to  me  when  I  heard  that  Massachusetts 
was  kicking — criticising  the  ritual.  Had  this  come  from  New 
York  or  Pennsylvania  I  would  not  have  been  surprised,  but 
to  come  from  Massachusetts  was  a  mystery  to  me.  And  then 
such  unfair  criticism  too  as  I  was  subjected  to,  for  it  was 
really  myself  that  they  were  striking  at.  It  was  charged  that 
the  language  was  bad,  ungrammatical,  and  Massachusetts  Em¬ 
inent  Commanders — all  of  whom  had  been  born  and  reared 
within  the  shadow  of  Cambridge  or  Harvard — could  never 
teach  bad  grammar.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  there  are  some 
prett}^  hard  sentences  in  that  ritual,  when  we  measure  them  by 
the  inflexible  rules  of  English  grammar,  but  what  were  we 
to  do?  Here  we  had  the  manuscript  with  all  its  imperfections, 
but  then  it  bore  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  Was  it  for  us,  the  graduate  of  a  log  school-house, 
to  say  that  a  document  having  the  seal  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  attached  to  it  could  possibly  con¬ 
tain  an  ungrammatical  sentence?  Then  when  we  were  in 
doubt,  as  we  confess  we  sometimes  were,  there  was  the  Boston 
Commanded  ritual  and  that  settled  every  doubtful  point. 

I  regarded  the  manuscript,  K.  T.  0.  B.,  as  rather  rough  on 
the  English  language;  that  in  the  New  York  ritual  is  much 
smoother,  in  fact  it  is  good  flowing  English.  I  printed  it 
in  the  first  edition  of  the  ritual,  together  with  the  original, 
it  being  my  intention  to  submit  it  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  recommended  its  substitution.  It  didn’t  reach  the  Grand 
Encampment.  The  Massachusetts  committeeman  objected, 
and  as  a  consequence  it  was  stricken  out  by  the  committee. 
Boston  Commandery  had  it  verbatim  as  it  was  in  the  manu¬ 
script,  and  that  settled  it! 

Massachusetts  should  have  stood  by  the  National  ritual. 
She  did  not,  on  the  contrary  she  led  the  hue  and  cry  after  the 
committee]  with  ridicule,  sarcasm  and  ugly  criticism.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  having  been  a  witness  to  the  humiliation  of 
Massachusetts  in  the  Ritual  Committee  at  the  Triennial  in 
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Washington.  She  was  there  with  a  bran  new  printed  ritual , 
and  it  was  a  notable  and  to  me  a  pleasing  fact,  that  her  proposed 
ritual  was  treated  with  but  little  consideration.  The  gentle¬ 
man  selected  to  do  the  reading  of  the  various  proposed  changes 
of  ritual,  before  the  committee,  always  managed  to  read  the 
Massachusetts  ritual  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  it  into  ridicule, 
at  least  that  was  the  way  the  representative  from  Massachusetts 
took  it  as  he  informed  me. 

I  never  claimed  that  the  ritual  as  adopted  at  St.  Louis  was 
perfect.  It  had  many  faults,  but  they  could  have  been  reme¬ 
died  without  destroying  the  whole.  That,  however,  did  not 
suit  the  marplots  who  had  conspired  for  mischief. 


THE  TRIENNIAL  IN  WASHINGTON. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  give  an  extended  account  of  the 
great  Triennial  Conclave  in  Washington  City.  It  is  enough  to 
say  that  it  was  beyond  question  the  most  magnificent  Templar 
pageant  that  has  yet  taken  place.  There  were  about  12,000 
Templars  in  line.  The  business  of  the  conclave  opened  about 
6  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  October  8,  and  closed  on  Friday,  at  5  p.  m. 

The  principal  business  transacted  was  the  election  of  officers 
and  the  destruction  ot  the  National  ritual.  A  committee  on 
ritual,  consisting  of  one  from  each  Grand  Commandery,  was 
appointed  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day.  To  this  com¬ 
mittee  all  proposed  amendments  and  all  matters  relating  to 
the  ritual  subject  were  referred.  This  committee  was  in  session 
until  about  an  hour  before  the  close  of  the  conclave  on  Friday, 
when  it  made  a  report  which  was  railroaded  through  without 
debate.  The  substance  of  the  report  was  about  as  follows : 

1.  The  ritual  shall  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  part  called 
the  essentials;  the  second  part,  ceremonials.  The  first  to  be  defined 
and  controlled  by  the  Grand  Encampment ;  the  second  to  be  left  to  the 
Grand  Commanderies. 

2.  The  essentials  were  defined  as  follows:  (1.)  The  0. — B.’s  (2.) 
The  C — ts,  and  wr — ds.  (3.)  The  Scripture  Lessons.  (4.)  The  ques¬ 
tions  for  the  first  apartment. 

3.  All  else  ceremonial. 

This  rule  to  take  effect  January  1,  1890. 
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There  never  had  been  any  question  raised  as  to  the  0.  B.’s, 
and  the  cuts  and  w — ds ;  they  were  the  same  with  very  trifling 
variations  throughout  the  jurisdiction.  The  Ritual  Committee 
spent  most  of  its  very  limited  time  before  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  in  reading  the  0.  B.’s,  and  an  officious,  loquacious 
fugleman  gave  and  explained  the  cuts  and  words,  all  of  which 
was  quite  unnecessary,  but  it  served  to  divert  attention  from 
matters  that  were  of  vital  importance  in  connection  with  the  ritual. 
When  the  committee  got  through  with  these  matters,  about 
which,  as  we  have  said  before,  there  had  been  no  contro¬ 
versy  or  dispute,  there  was  a  cry  of  Question !  Question ! ! 
Question ! ! !  There  was  not  more  than  one  hour  taken  up  with 
the  ritual,  and  this  included  the  time  that  was  unnecessarily 
occupied  by  the  aforesaid  fugleman  in  telling  how  all  should 
be  done.  He  laid  great  stress  upon  the  proper  manner  for 

communicating  the  I -  word.  He  informed  us  that  it  was 

given  by  the  Jews  only  in  the  most  solemn  and  mysterious 
manner  with  much  ceremony.  Not  a  word  of  which  was 

applicable  to  the  word  I - 1.  It  was  another  word  altogether 

that  the  Jews  gave  with  so  much  ceremony. 

During  the  three  years  that  have  passed  since  the  National 
ritual  was  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  there  has  been  a  continual  din 
by  the  opponents  of  the  ritual  that  it  was  hurriedly  passed 
upon  and  adopted  without  sufficient  time  having  been  given  for 
its  careful  consideration.  Two  entire  afternoons  were  given  at 
St.  Louis  to  the  reading  and  discussing  of  the  rituals  of  the 
Red  Cross  and  Knight  Templar.  Every  word  of  each  of  them 
was  read  in  open  Grand  Encampment.  They  were  considered 
and  passed  upon  sentence  by  sentence  and  paragraph  by 
paragraph. 

We  would  have  supposed,  that  after  so  much  had  been  said 
and  written  about  the  hurried  manner  in  which  the  ritual 
had  been  adopted  at  St.  Louis,  that  more  time  would  be  devo¬ 
ted  to  this  important  matter  in  Washington.  However,  we  did 
not  know  until  after  the  conclave  that  there  were  enough 
pledged  before  they  went  to  Washington  to  destroy  the  National 
ritual  without  argument,  and  they  did  it.  One  hour  was 
enough  to  destroy  and  bring  chaos.  The  “ pledged ”  cried 
question,  question,  and  the  deed  was  done. 
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Personally  we  have  no  regrets;  as  a  Templar  and  well  wisher 
for  the  Order  we  are  filled  with  sorrow  at  what  was  done.  For 
the  past  twenty-five  years  the  most  devoted  Templars,  students 
of  its  philosophy,  symbolism  and  history,  had  been  working  to 
have  one  ceremonial  for  the  Order  throughout  the  National  jur¬ 
isdiction.  This  desirable  measure  was  accomplished  at  St. 
Louis. 

The  ritual  then  adopted  was  not  perfect,  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  it  would  be,  but  it  was  National.  It  made 
the  Templar  ceremonial  throughout  the  jurisdiction  one  and 
the  same,  just  as  it  should  be  in  a  National  organization. 
Amendments  could  have  been  made  to  it  so  far  as  to  the  verbi¬ 
age,  the  grammar  and  the  “  Scripture  quotations  ”  could  have 
been  corrected,  and  its  grand  characteristics  as  a  National  ritual 
still  retained.  This,  however,  did  not  suit  those  who  were  not 
great  enough  to  create,  but  were  small  enough  to  destroy,  and 
by  the  free  use  in  Templary  of  the  appliances  known  in  poli¬ 
tics  they  succeeded.  They  destroyed  the  National  ritual,  and 
have  produced  a  worse  chaos  in  the  Templar  ceremonial  than 
ever  existed  before.  We  have  no  ritual.  If  it  is  true  that 
what  is  now  defined  as  “ceremonial,”  under  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  is  only  ceremonial,  there¬ 
fore  not  essential  to  the  proper  conferring  of  the  Orders,  then 
where  are  we?  Templars,  ponder  and  think. 

We  quote  one  passage  from  what  is  now  defined  as  cere¬ 
monial  : 

“  Pilgrims  you  here  behold  an  emblem  of  mortality  supported  by 
Divinity,”  etc.  *  *  *  *  *  * 

“A  firm  belief  in  the  divine  truths  contained  in  this  sacred  volume, 
can  afford,”  etc. 

This  can  now  be  made  to  read  “  a  firm  reliance  in  Divine 
Providence,”  etc. 

We  believe  that  very  much  of  that  portion  which  has  been 
declared  ceremonial  is  most  essential  and  vital  to  the  Order  of 
the  Temple. 

The  Templars  of  the  United  States  will  find  out,  when  it  is 
too  late,  that  a  fatal  mistake  was  made  in  Washington  City 
when  they  allowed  their  National  ritual  to  be  destroyed. 
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Now,  dear  brothers,  we  again  bid  you  adieu,  hoping  that  we 
shall  meet  again.  If  we  have  said  anything  that  you  construe 
as  personal  and  offensive  to  you,  we  humbly  crave  your  pardon. 
We  intend  no  offense.  We  try  to  discuss  principles,  not  men, 
when  possible  to  avoid  it.  Our  fourteenth  annual  labor  is  done. 
u  Peace  on  earth  to  all  men  of  good  will.” 

€aus  Deo. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  T.  CARSON, 

For  the  Committee. 


APPENDIX, 


Upon  motion  of  Sir  E.  T.  Carson,  a  Select  Committee  was 
appointed  to  whom  was  referred  the  manuscript  rituals  of  the 
Orders  of  the  Red  Cross  and  Knight  Templar,  which  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Ritual  Committee  at  the  Triennial  Conclave  in 
San  Francisco  to  revise  and  arrange  for  use,  etc.  Said  special 
Committee  to  report  as  to  whether  the  Ritual  Committee  had 
faithfully  performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them.  The  com¬ 
mittee  submitted  the  following  report : 

To  the  Most  Eminent  Grand  Master,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment. 

Your  Committee  on  comparing  the  manuscript  copy  with  the  printed 
Ritual,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  had  the  matter  under  consid¬ 
eration  and  find  the  following : 

1st.  That  the  manuscript  copy  of  the  ritual  is  in  the  form  of  a  lec¬ 
ture  consisting  of  questions  and  answers,  and  that  this  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Rituals  to  be  prepared  for  use  in  the  Council  and 
Asylum. 

2d.  That  upon  a  comparison  of  the  written  and  printed  rituals  we 
find  the  printed  in  essentials  and  obligations  practically  agree. 

3d.  That  so  far  as  the  word  “Apostle  ”  appears  in  the  5tli  Libation 
we  find  it  in  the  manuscript  copy,  but  after  the  printing  of  the  ritual, 
and  only  yesterday  a  copy  of  the  original  manuscript,  adopted  in  Chicago, 
was  found  in  the  archives  of  this  Grand  Encampment,  in  which  we  find 
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the  word  “Apostle”  should  be  “Apostate,”  the  same  having  been  so 
written  by  the  transcribing  clerk  and  corrected  by  the  then  Grand  Re¬ 
corder,  Very  Eminent  Sir  T.  S.  Parvin. 

Courteously  submitted, 

(Signed)  Wm.  P.  Innis. 

LaFayette  Lyttle. 

John  C.  Smith. 

Since  my  report  was  published  I  received  the  following 
official  document,  which  contains  all  that  was  done  relating 
to  the  ritual  : 


In  Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templar,  \ 
Washington,  11th  October,  1889.  J 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  to-wit : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Ritual  be  declared  to  be  divided  into  two  parts,  to 
be  designated  as  First,  the  essentials,  and  Second,  the  ceremonials,  and 
that  only  the  essenticds  be  considered  at  this  Triennial  Conclave. 

Resolved,  That  the  essentials  be  declared  to  be  *  *  * 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Ritual  previously  adopted  at  the  last 
Triennial  Conclave,  as  is  not  herein  enumerated  or  amended,  be  de¬ 
clared  as  Ceremonial  and  that  all  Ceremonials  be  relegated  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  State  Grand  Commanderies. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  committee  that  the  printing  in 
full  of  the  Esoteric  Work  of  Templar  Masonry  is  highly  improper  and 
that  it  can  be  lawfully  printed  in  cypher  only. 

Resolved,  That  a  duly  attested  manuscript  copy  in  full  of  the  Essen¬ 
tials,  as  defined  at  this  Conclave,  be  furnished  by  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  to  each  Grand  Commandery  on  or  before  January  1,  1890. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Encampment  have  prepared  and  printed  in 
cypher  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  Essentials,  as  defined  at  this 
Conclave,  to  supply  the  different  Grand  Commanderies,  their  Subordi¬ 
nates,  and  the  Subordinates  of  this  Grand  Encampment,  on  or  before 
January  1,  1890. 

Resolved ,  That  this  committee  recommend  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
that  the  preparation  of  the  manuscript  and  the  printing  of  the  cypher 
copies  be  performed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Chairman  of  this 
Committee,  Grand  Commander  Jos.  A.  Locke,  and  its  Secretary,  Past 
Grand  Commander  G.  C.  Connor,  and  when  completed  and  ready  for 
distribution,  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  for  distribution,  and  that  the  Grand  Recorder  distribute 
the  same  in  accordance  with  this  resolution,  within  thirty  days  there¬ 
after. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  authorized  to  draw  his  warrant 
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for  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  preparation  and  promulgation  of 
this  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  State  Grand  Commanderies  be  requested 
to  have  prepared  and  forward  to  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  copies  of  such  Ceremonials  as  they  may  feel  desirous  of  hav¬ 
ing  adopted  and  promulgated  as  the  full  Ritual,  within  one  year  from 
this  date. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  directed  to  forward  to  the 
Chairman  of  this,  or  such  other  committee  as  the  Grand  Encampment 
may  select,  the  copies  so  received,  and  that  the  Chairman  he  instructed 
to  issue  a  call  for  the  convening  of  the  Committee  on  Rituals  at  least 
one  week  before  the  next  Triennial  Conclave,  and  that  said  committee 
be  instructed  to  present  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  at  said  Conclave,  a 
form  of  Ceremonials  for  adoption  as  the  complete  Ritual. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stenographer’s  notes  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

JOS.  A.  LOCKE,  Chairman. 

G.  C.  CONNOR,  Secretary. 

Subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolves,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  In  case  of  vacancy  or  inability  to  attend  on  the  part  of  any 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ritual,  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  the 
jurisdiction  be  requested  to  nominate  to  the  Grand  Master  a  proper  Sir 
Knight  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Copy —  Teste: 

WM.  B.  ISAACS, 
Grand  Recorder. 
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